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	Table A1. List of countries, SME distribution and survey years 

	Country
	No. of SMEs
	%
	Survey years

	Argentina
	1147
	4.79
	2006, 2010, 2017

	Bangladesh
	1046
	4.37
	2013, 2022

	China
	753
	3.15
	2012

	Colombia
	1266
	5.29
	2006, 2010, 2017

	Czechia
	389
	1.62
	2013, 2019

	Egypt
	4033
	16.85
	2013, 2016, 2020

	Hungary
	560
	2.34
	2013, 2019

	India
	4634
	19.36
	2014, 2022

	Indonesia
	656
	2.74
	2015

	Jordan
	439
	1.83
	2013, 2019

	Kazakhstan
	783
	3.27
	2019

	Malaysia
	793
	3.31
	2015, 2019

	Mexico
	1307
	5.46
	2006, 2010

	Morocco
	479
	2.00
	2013, 2019

	Nigeria
	506
	2.11
	2014

	Philippines
	349
	1.46
	2015

	Poland
	455
	1.90
	2013, 2019

	Romania
	479
	2.00
	2013, 2019

	Russia
	1331
	5.56
	2012, 2019

	Saudi Arabia
	354
	1.48
	2022

	Thailand
	321
	1.34
	2016

	Tunisia
	136
	0.57
	2013

	Turkiye
	1397
	5.84
	2013, 2019

	Vietnam
	326
	1.36
	2015


















	Table A2. Selection model regression results

	Firm size
	0.228***

	
	(0.016)

	Firm age
	-0.017

	
	(0.020)

	Manager experience
	-0.056***

	
	(0.020)

	Exporting
	0.256***

	
	(0.038)

	R&D expenditure
	-0.401***

	
	(0.036)

	Formal training
	0.258***

	
	(0.031)

	Financial constraint 
	0.051*

	
	(0.027)

	Legal status
	-0.015

	
	(0.014)

	Constant
	-1.880***

	
	(0.443)

	Observations
	23,933

	Pseudo R-squared
	0.127

	Countries
	24

	Year fixed effects
	Yes

	Industry fixed effects
	Yes

	Country fixed effects
	Yes

	Robust standard errors clustered at the firm level are in parentheses. *, **, and *** indicate significance at the 10%, 5%, and 1% levels, respectively.

















	Table A3. Entropy balancing results

	Panel A: Before matching means

	
	Treat (Foreign technology in-licensing =1)
	Control (Foreign technology in-licensing =0)
           

	
	Mean
	Variance
	Skewness
	Mean
	Variance
	Skewness

	Firm size
	3.196
	0.7135
	-0.2737
	2.864
	0.7122
	0.1134

	Firm age
	2.715
	0.5189
	-0.4745
	2.72
	0.5675
	-0.5065

	Manager experience
	2.722
	0.519
	-0.9216
	2.77
	0.495
	-0.9568

	Exporting
	0.1912
	0.1547
	1.571
	0.09014
	0.08202
	2.862

	R&D expenditure
	1.716
	0.2036
	-0.9561
	1.873
	0.111
	-2.239

	Formal training
	0.3956
	0.2392
	0.4269
	0.2214
	0.1724
	1.342

	Financial constraint
	0.669
	0.2215
	-0.7185
	0.6327
	0.2324
	-0.5507

	Legal status
	2.957
	1.157
	0.7113
	2.944
	0.9988
	0.8081

	Panel B: After matching means


	
	Treat (Foreign technology in-licensing =1)
	Control (Foreign technology in-licensing =0)      

	
	Mean
	Variance
	Skewness
	Mean
	Variance
	Skewness

	Firm size
	3.196
	0.7135
	-0.2737
	3.195
	0.7019
	-0.2595

	Firm age
	2.715
	0.5189
	-0.4745
	2.715
	0 .5647
	-0.4774

	Manager experience
	2.722
	0.519
	-0.9216
	2.722
	0.5435
	-0.9946

	Exporting
	0.1912
	0.1547
	1.571
	0.1911
	0.1546
	1.571

	R&D expenditure
	1.716
	0.2036
	-0.9561
	1.716
	0 .2035
	-0.9562

	Formal training
	0.3956
	0.2392
	0.4269
	0.3956
	0.2391
	0.4271

	Financial constraint
	0.669
	0.2215
	-0.7185
	0.669
	0.2214
	-0.7184

	Legal status
	2.957
	1.157
	0.7113
	2.957
	1.171
	0.8141



