Appendix A:
[bookmark: table_1_types_of_data_sources_and_78d7ba]Table A1. Types of data sources and their role in the mixed‑methods design
	Data type (source cluster)
	What it is
	How it is used in this study

	
Hashtag and network studies of #MAGA and related tags
	Semantic network and content analyses of Twitter/X data on #MAGA and #MakeAmericaGreatAgain, including co‑occurrence networks and cluster analyses.
	To map the broader MAGA hashtag ecology and show how Christian nationalist and nationalist‑far‑right motifs are embedded within it.

	
Content analyses of Trump’s tweets
	
Systematic topic and sentiment coding of Trump’s official tweets during the 2016 campaign and first year in office.
	To trace how Trump himself fuses nationalist, populist, and religious language, and how he uses #MAGA as a performative slogan.

	
Survey‑based studies of Christian nationalism
	Large‑scale national surveys (e.g., Baylor Religion Survey, PRRI data) measuring Christian nationalism and related attitudes.
	To contextualize the prevalence of Christian nationalist beliefs and their association with Trump support, immigration views, and openness to political violence.

	
Media and advocacy reporting on Trump and Christian nationalism
	Journalistic, think‑tank, and advocacy reports documenting Trump’s speeches, Christian nationalist advisors, and institutional appointments. 
	To identify and interpret illustrative texts and events (e.g., inauguration speeches, Bible endorsements, January 6 imagery).

	
Digital religion and Christian‑nationalist‑media studies
	
Scholarly work on networked religion, online Christian communities, and religious misinformation. 
	To frame how Christian nationalism is produced and circulated in digital environments, including memes, influencers, and online communities.







Appendix B:
[bookmark: table_2_characteristic_uses_of_ea_ad0d11]Table A2. Characteristic uses of each data cluster in the mixed‑methods analysis
	Data cluster
	Example finding (from prior research)
	How this study uses it (qualitative orientation)

	
#MAGA hashtag network studies
	Strong co‑occurrence between #MAGA and white‑nationalist, far‑right, and nationalist identity tags. 
	Interpreted as evidence of how Christian nationalist content is embedded in broader nationalist hashtag ecologies, not as a purely theological domain.

	

Trump‑tweet content analyses
	High frequency of nationalist themes (“winning,” “America first”) and inflammatory language in Trump’s tweets. 
	Drawn upon to analyze how Trump linguistically sacralizes MAGA and national identity (e.g., linking “saved by God” with “make America great again”). 

	

Christian‑nationalism surveys
	Christian nationalism is strongly associated with voting for Trump and support for restrictive immigration policies. 
	Used to situate the discourse excerpts as expressions of a statistically identifiable, sizable constituency rather than a fringe.

	January 6 and Christian‑nationalist‑insurrection reporting
	Documentation of Christian symbols (crosses, “Jesus Saves” banners) and prayers at the Capitol on January 6. 
	Treated as key empirical anchors for the discourse‑analytic interpretation of “militant guardianship” and “digital altars of the nation.”

	
Digital‑religion and misinformation studies
	Christian symbols and narratives are frequently mobilized in online disinformation and hate campaigns. 
	Inform the conceptual framing of Christian nationalist MAGA content as part of a broader ecosystem of religious‑political misinformation and online ritualization.








Appendix C:
[bookmark: table_3_types_of_publicly_availab_e891a8]Table A3. Types of publicly available textual sources used in the qualitative CDA
	Source type
	Example materials
	How it is used in the CDA

	
Presidential speeches and inaugural addresses
	Trump’s 2025 inaugural remarks including “I was saved by God to make America great again” and “one glorious nation under God.” 
	Analyzed for lexical and metaphorical patterns that sacralize Trump and national identity.

	
Social‑media posts by Trump
	Trump’s tweet: “My use of social media is not Presidential – it’s MODERN DAY PRESIDENTIAL. Make America Great Again!” 
	Treated as a key rhetorical moment linking #MAGA to a new mode of “presidential” digital communication.

	Endorsed religious‑patriotic artifacts
	Promotional content and descriptions of the “God Bless the USA Bible,” including Trump’s statements about “bringing back religion” to America. 
	Analyzed as a hybrid text–object that fuses scripture, the Constitution, and flags into a nationalist devotional artifact.

	Media and advocacy reporting on Christian nationalism
	News and policy‑advocacy articles on Trump’s Christian‑nationalist rhetoric and appointments (e.g., warnings about efforts to “tear down crosses”). 
	Used to trace how Christian‑nationalist narratives are framed and contested in public discourse.

	Event‑based reports and transcripts
	Documented accounts and quotations from the January 6 Capitol insurrection, including Christian chants and prayers. 
	Interpreted as instances of ritualized, militant Christian‑nationalist nationalism in action.












Appendix D:
[bookmark: table_4_types_of_publicly_availab_d70699]Table A4. Types of publicly available visual and multimodal sources used in the qualitative CDA
	Visual source type
	Example instances
	How it is used in the CDA

	Photographs from political rallies and the Capitol
	Images of protesters carrying crosses, “Jesus Saves” banners, and Christian flags at the January 6 insurrection. 
	Interpreted as visual emblems of the “persecuted church‑nation” and “militant guardianship” discourses.

	
Memes and graphics shared online
	Memes depicting Trump alongside biblical or heroic imagery, and graphics combining crosses, American flags, and #MAGA tags. 
	Analyzed as condensed, multimodal carriers of Christian‑nationalist MAGA ideology.

	
Livestreamed sermons and videos
	Online broadcast material from Christian nationalist influencers using phrases such as “Jericho marches” and “spiritual warfare” around Trump and elections. 
	Treated as digital liturgical performances that reframe politics as sacred struggle.

	
Promotional imagery for religious‑patriotic products
	Visuals of the “God Bless the USA Bible” with its flag‑patterned cover and patriotic packaging. 
	Interpreted as an icon of the sacralized sovereignty discourse, equating national renewal with religious revival.

	Social‑media‑circulated screenshots
	Screenshots of posts that juxtapose Bible verses with nationalist slogans or conspiracy‑themed captions. 
	Read as discursive artifacts that blend pious and populist, often exclusionary, national imaginaries.











[bookmark: table_5_types_of_quantitative_stu_56da19]
Appendix E:
Table A5. Types of quantitative studies synthesized in this article
	Study type
	Example sources
	What it measures or analyzes

	Hashtag network and semantic analyses of #MAGA
	Semantic network and visual analytic studies of #MAGA and #MakeAmericaGreatAgain on Twitter/X. 
	How #MAGA co‑occurs with nationalist, far‑right, and eventually Christian‑themed hashtags, and how dense those clusters are.

	Content analyses of Trump’s tweets
	Systematic topic and tone coding of Trump’s tweets during the 2016 campaign and first year in office. 
	The frequency and emotional valence of nationalist, populist, and religious language, as well as use of #MAGA.

	Survey‑based studies of Christian nationalism
	Large‑scale national surveys (e.g., Baylor Religion Survey, PRRI, and related work). 
	The prevalence of Christian nationalist beliefs and their associations with party identification, racial attitudes, immigration views, and support for Trump.

	Studies on Christian nationalism and political violence
	Analyses linking Christian nationalism, racial identity, and support for events such as the January 6 insurrection. 
	How Christian nationalism, combined with perceived victimhood and white identity, predicts openness to political violence.

	Digital‑affect and misinformation studies
	Analyses of affective spread on Twitter, including how anger and negativity circulate more quickly than positivity. 
	The platform‑level dynamics that amplify high‑affect, polarized Christian‑nationalist‑MAGA content.













Appendix F:
[bookmark: table_6_how_quantitative_findings_1c0f19]Table A6. How quantitative findings are reinterpreted for the qualitative CDA
	Quantitative finding (from prior work)
	Qualitative reinterpretation in this study

	#MAGA strongly co‑occurs with white‑nationalist and nationalist identity tags. 
	Interpreted as evidence that Christian nationalist narratives are embedded in a broader nationalist hashtag ecology, not a purely theological space.

	Hashtag analytics show #MAGA has more stable, dense, and partisan engagement than many other political tags. 
	Framed as a sign that #MAGA functions as a central, ritualized node in the Christian‑nationalist MAGA network, akin to a digital “liturgical formula.”

	Christian nationalism is strongly correlated with voting for Trump and restrictive immigration attitudes. 
	Used to situate the discourse excerpts as expressions of a statistically identifiable, non‑fringe constituency, strengthening the claim that digital altars reflect an organized worldview.

	Christian nationalism plus perceived white victimhood predicts support for political violence and the January 6 attack. 
	Interpreted as the affective‑ideological backdrop to the militant guardianship discourse, linking textual patterns to measurable support for aggression.

	Negative, anger‑laden language spreads more rapidly on Twitter. 
	Read as a structural condition that favors the circulation of Christian‑nationalist MAGA content combining outrage, grievance, and sacred imagery.















Appendix G:
Table A7. Sacralized sovereignty discourse: Key elements and examples
	Element
	Description
	Illustrative example (paraphrased or quoted)

	Divine election of leader
	Trump’s survival and presidency framed as acts of God
	“I was saved by God to make America great again.” 

	Nation as covenant people
	America portrayed as chosen by God with a special destiny
	“We are one glorious nation under God.” 

	Fusion of texts and symbols
	Bible physically combined with Constitution and flag iconography
	“God Bless the USA Bible” with U.S. flag cover and founding documents inside. 

	Religion as missing key
	National decline attributed to loss of (Christian) religion
	“Religion and Christianity are the biggest things missing from this country.” 

	Slogan as ritual formula
	“Make America Great Again” invoked like a liturgical refrain
	Repeated hashtagging of #MAGA and variants in tweets, merch, and memes. 




