	Table 2. Patient characteristics, laboratory data, histopathological data, and surgical findings

	
	N = 129, median (range), n (%)

	Age
	62 (21 – 85)

	Gender
	Female
	58 (45.0)

	
	Male
	71 (55.0)

	BMI (kg/m2)
	26.7 (20.3 – 34.9)

	Comorbidities
	Total
	34 (26.4)

	
	DM
	19 (14.7)

	
	HT
	26 (20.2)

	
	Cardiac
	15 (11.6)

	
	Respiratory
	7 (5.4)

	ASA
	2
	94 (72.9)

	
	3
	35 (27.1)

	Laboratory tests
	Hb (g/L)
	12.6 (7.8 – 16.2)

	
	Neutrophil (/L)
	4200 (630 – 9950)

	
	Lymphocyte (/L)
	1510 (510 – 5640)

	
	Platelet (/L)
	282,000 (68,000 – 605,000)

	
	CRP (mg/) (>5)
	21 (16.3)

	
	CEA
	36 (27.9)

	
	ALP 
	33 (25.6)

	
	Albumin (g/dL) (<3.0)
	4 (3.1)

	Tumor localization
	Distal rectum
	27 (20.9)

	
	Middle rectum
	32 (24.8)

	
	Proximal rectum
	70 (54.3)

	Histopathology
	Adenocarcinoma
	114 (88.4)

	
	Mucinous adenocarcinoma
	15 (11.6)

	ypT Stage
	I
	14 (10.9)

	
	II
	29 (22.5)

	
	III
	72 (55.8)

	
	IV
	14 (10.9)

	ypN Stage
	0
	84 (65.1)

	
	1
	29 (22.5)

	
	2
	16 (12.4)

	ypTNM Stage
	I
	32 (24.8)

	
	II
	52 (40.3)

	
	III
	39 (30.2)

	
	IV
	6 (4.7)

	Morphological differentiation
	Well, moderate
	112 (86.8)

	
	Poor
	12 (9.3)

	LVI +
	62 (48.1)

	PNI +
	44 (34.1)

	Number of lymph nodes dissected
	19 (4 – 50)

	Dimension of metastatic lymph node (mm)
	8 (2 – 25)

	ENE in metastatic lymph nodes (n=60)
	14 (23.3)

	Distal surgical margin distance (mm)
	35 (0 – 110)

	Distal surgical margin positivity (R1)
	2 (1.6)

	Radial surgical margin positivity (R1)
	6 (4.7)

	Surgical technique
	Open
	65 (50.4)

	
	Laparoscopic
	64 (49.6)

	Surgical procedure
	LAR
	113 (87.6)

	
	APR
	16 (12.4)

	Diverting ileostomy in LAR patients
	88 (77.9)

	Duration of operation (min)
	160 (135 – 210)

	Estimated blood loss (ml)
	50 (25 – 1200)

	Anastomotic leakage
	7 (6.2)

	Primary tumoral recurrence site
	Total
	34 (26.4)

	
	Liver
	20 (15.5)

	
	Lung
	4 (3.1)

	
	Carcinomatosis
	2 (1.6)

	
	Anastomotic
	4 (3.1)

	
	Kruckenberg
	2 (1.6)

	
	Pelvic space
	2 (1.6)

	Follow-up duration (months)
	46.4 (9 – 116)

	Data presented as median or numbers (%)
Body mass index (BMI), physical status classification by the American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA), C-reactive protein (CRP), Carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA), alkaline phosphatase (ALP), lymphovascular invasion (LVI), perineural invasion (PNI), extra-nodal extension (ENE), low anterior resection (LAR), abdomino-perineal resection (APR).



