Appendix C
Detailed explanation of the Propensity Score Matching procedure
Before matching, imbalance between the study group (n = 111) and the full pool of adult residents available for matching (n > 400,000) was already small on the demographic characteristics, likely because the large donor pool increased the likelihood of identifying close or even exact matches for most demographic variables. After applying nearest-neighbor propensity score matching, the balance improved further and reached near-perfect levels. Standardized mean differences were reduced to 0% for all demographic variables, variance ratios were exactly 1.00, and global balance indicators (Pseudo-R² ≈ 0, Rubin’s B = 0.0, Rubin’s R = 1.00) all fell well within recommended thresholds. These results demonstrate that the matching procedure successfully created a propensity score matched sample that was statistically indistinguishable from the study group on all included demographic variables (Table 3).

Table 3. Propensity score matching balance check and number of individuals in the study group and propensity score matched sample
	        Unmatched
Variable                        Matched
	Mean
Treated   Control
	%bias
	%reduct |bias|
	t-test
  t       p>|t|
	V(T)/ V(C)

	Gender
	U
M
	1.6847
1.6847
	1.6699
1.6847
	3.1
0.0
	
100.0
	0.23
-0.00
	0.818
1.000
	0.98
1.00

	Age
	U
M
	1.4685
1.4685
	1.4951
1.4685
	-4.0
0.0
	
100.0
	-0.29
-0.00
	0.769
1.000
	0.97
1.00

	Ethnicity
	U
M
	1.4595
1.4595
	1.466
1.4595
	-1.3
0.0
	
100.0
	-0.10
0.00
	0.924
1.000
	1.00
1.00

	Household size
	U
M
	1.8378
1.8378
	1.8252
1.8378
	1.6
0.0
	
100.0
	0.11
0.00
	0.909
1.000
	0.99
1.00

	Standardized disposable household income
	U
M
	63.477
63.477
	63.223
63.477
	1.4
0.0
	
100.0
	0.10
-0.00
	0.921
1.000
	1.00
1.00


*If variance ratio outside [0.69; 1.46] for U and [0.69; 1.69] for M

	Sample
	Ps R2
	LR chi2
	p>Chi2
	MeanBias
	MedBias
	B
	R
	%Var

	Unmatched
Matched
	0.001
-0.000
	0.18
-0.00
	0.999
1.000
	2.3
0.0
	1.6
0.0
	5.8
0.0
	1.02
1.00
	0
0


* If B>25%, R outside [0.5; 2]

	
	Matched control

	
	0
	1
	Total

	Matched case
	0
	
	103
	103

	
	1
	111
	
	111

	
	Total
	111
	103
	214



