Appendix
Table 1. Overview of the risk factor variables: descriptions, codes and SHARE labels
	Risk Factor
	Variable
	Description
	Codes and labels* 

	Depression
	eurodcat


ph011d10
	EURO-D scale


Medication use for anxiety or depression
	1 = score ≥ 4 
0 = score < 4

0 = no medication
1 = medication

	Diabetes
	ph006d5


ph011d6
	Diabetes diagnosed by a doctor 


Medication use for diabetes
	0 = not diagnosed
1 = diagnosed 

0 = no medication
1 = medication

	Alcohol consumption
	br010_
(in wave 2-5)






br019_
(in wave 2-5)

br040__ 
(in wave 6-9)
	Amount of alcoholic beverages consumed the last 3 months 






Number of alcoholic drinks in a day 


Number of units of alcoholic drinks the last 7 days 
	1 = Almost every day
2 = Five or six days a week
3 = Three or four days a week
4 = Once or twice a week
5 = Once or twice a month
6 = Less than once a month
7 = Not at all in the last 6 months

#


#

	Less education
	isced1997_r
	Highest educational degree obtained 
	0 = non ISCED level
1 = ISCED level 1
2 = ISCED level 2
3 = ISCED level 3
4 = ISCED level 4
5 = ISCED level 5
6 = ISCED level 6 
95 = still in school
97 = other 

	Hearing loss
	ph045_


ph046_
	Using a hearing aid


Hearing ability 
	1 = yes 
5 = no 

1 = excellent
2 = very good
3 = good
4 = fair
5 = poor 

	High cholesterol
	ph006d3


ph011d1
	High blood cholesterol diagnosed by a doctor

Medication use for high blood cholesterol 
	0 = not diagnosed
1 = diagnosed

0 = no medication
1 = medication

	Hypertension
	ph006d2


ph011d2
	Hypertension diagnosed by a doctor


Medication use for hypertension 
	0 = not diagnosed
1 = diagnosed

0 = no medication
1 = medication

	Physical inactivity
	phactiv
	Physical inactivity
	0 = other
1 = never vigorous nor moderate physical activity 

	Obesity
	bmi2
	BMI categories 
	-3 = implausible/suspected wrong 
1 = below 18.5, underweight
2 = 18.5-24.9, normal
3 = 25.0-29.9, overweight
4 = ≥30, obese 

	Smoking
	br001_


br002_
	Ever smoked daily


Smoke at the present time 
	1 = yes
5 = no

1 = yes
5 = no

	Social isolation
	partnerinhh
	Partner living in household 
	-9 = not applicable
1 = yes
3 = no

	Vision loss 
	ph041_


ph043_







ph044_
	Wearing glasses or contact lenses


Distance vision quality







Up-close vision quality 
	1 = yes
5 = no
 
1 = excellent
2 = very good
3 = good
4 = fair
5 = poor
6 = spontaneous registered or legally blind

1 = excellent
2 = very good
3 = good
4 = fair
5 = poor
6 = spontaneous registered or legally blind



Table 2. Results of sensitivity analysis
	
	Western Europe
	Southern Europe

	
	HR – Model 1
	HR – Model 2
	HR – Model 1
	HR – Model 2

	Alcohol consumption
	0.91 (0.74; 1.11)
	0.88 (0.72; 1.09)
	0.86 (0.69; 1.06)
	0.9 (0.73; 1.12)

	Depression
	1.85 (1.66; 2.06)**
	1.56 (1.39; 1.75)**
	1.68 (1.51; 1.86)**
	1.47 (1.32; 1.64)**

	Diabetes
	1.83 (1.61; 2.08)**
	1.64 (1.43; 1.87)**
	1.49 (1.32; 1.67)**
	1.35 (1.2; 1.53)**

	Hearing loss
	1.46 (1.19; 1.78)**
	1.25 (1.02; 1.53)*
	1.52 (1.25; 1.84)**
	1.18 (0.97; 1.44)

	High cholesterol 
	1.06 (0.96; 1.18)
	0.96 (0.86; 1.07)
	0.98 (0.89; 1.09)
	0.9 (0.81; 1)

	Hypertension
	1.08 (0.97; 1.19)
	0.97 (0.88; 1.08)
	1.11 (1; 1.23)*
	1.03 (0.93; 1.14)

	Less education
	1.99 (1.78; 2.22)**
	1.8 (1.62; 2.01)**
	2.53 (2.11; 3.03)**
	2.29 (1.91; 2.75)**

	Obesity
	1.31 (1.15; 1.5)**
	1.02 (0.89; 1.17)
	1.34 (1.19; 1.51)**
	1.17 (1.04; 1.33)*

	Physical inactivity
	2.3 (2.02; 2.62)**
	1.85 (1.61; 2.11)**
	1.79 (1.59; 2.02)**
	1.54 (1.37; 1.74)**

	Smoking
	1.16 (1.02; 1.31)*
	1.16 (1.03; 1.31)*
	0.89 (0.77; 1.03)
	0.96 (0.83; 1.11)

	Social isolation
	1.23 (1.09; 1.37)**
	1.16 (1.03; 1.3)*
	0.93 (0.83; 1.05)
	0.93 (0.83; 1.05)

	Vision loss
	1.56 (1.35; 1.81)**
	1.29 (1.11; 1.49)**
	1.67 (1.45; 1.93)**
	1.37 (1.18; 1.58)**

	
	Northen Europe
	Central and Eastern Europe

	
	HR – Model 1
	HR – Model 2
	HR – Model 1
	HR – Model 2

	Alcohol consumption
	0.97 (0.63; 1.48)
	0.92 (0.6; 1.42)
	0.82 (0.5; 1.34)
	0.91 (0.55; 1.49)

	Depression
	1.88 (1.51; 2.34)**
	1.68 (1.34; 2.11)**
	1.78 (1.49; 2.13)**
	1.46 (1.21; 1.77)**

	Diabetes
	1.17 (0.86; 1.6)
	1.05 (0.76; 1.45)
	1.59 (1.32; 1.92)**
	1.44 (1.18; 1.76)**

	Hearing loss
	1.13 (0.56; 2.29)
	1.02 (0.5; 2.07)
	1.51 (1.13; 2.02)*
	1.18 (0.87; 1.59)

	High cholesterol 
	1.19 (0.97; 1.47)
	1.14 (0.91; 1.43)
	0.95 (0.79; 1.14)
	0.86 (0.71; 1.04)

	Hypertension
	1.14 (0.94; 1.38)
	1.03 (0.84; 1.27)
	1.15 (0.97; 1.36)
	1.05 (0.87; 1.25)

	Less education
	1.25 (1.02; 1.53)*
	1.19 (0.97; 1.46)
	1.86 (1.56; 2.22)**
	1.58 (1.32; 1.9)**

	Obesity
	1.06 (0.8; 1.42)
	0.89 (0.66; 1.2)
	1.2 (0.99; 1.45)
	1.07 (0.88; 1.31)

	Physical inactivity
	2.73 (1.99; 3.76)**
	2.36 (1.7; 3.28)**
	2.28 (1.87; 2.78)**
	1.89 (1.53; 2.33)**

	Smoking
	1.31 (1.06; 1.62)*
	1.23 (0.99; 1.53)
	1.01 (0.83; 1.23)
	1 (0.81; 1.22)

	Social isolation
	1.35 (1.09; 1.67)*
	1.3 (1.05; 1.61)*
	1.05 (0.87; 1.27)
	1.02 (0.84; 1.23)

	Vision loss
	1.59 (1.09; 2.32)*
	1.43 (0.97; 2.1)
	1.42 (1.15; 1.74)**
	1.13 (0.91; 1.4)



