Title: Semi-structured Interview Guide for Exploring Cross-cultural Experiences of International Medical Students in China.

Purpose: To generate initial item pool for the Cross-Cultural Competence Questionnaire for International Medical Students (IMSs).

Introduction to participants:
Thank you for agreeing to participate. We are developing a questionnaire to understand the cross-cultural competence of international medical students from Belt and Road countries studying in China. Your experiences and perspectives will help us create relevant and meaningful items. The interview will take about 30－45 minutes. Your responses will be kept confidential and used only for research purposes.

Demographic questions:
Country of origin
Sex
Duration of stay in China
Current education level (undergraduate / master / doctoral)

Core questions (open-ended):
1. Study goals and motivation
What were your main goals when you decided to study medicine in China?
How have these goals changed since you arrived?
2. Adaptation challenges
What difficulties have you faced in clinical or academic settings because of cultural differences?
Can you describe a specific situation where language or cultural norms made it hard to communicate with patients, peers, or teachers?
3. Adaptation strategies
What do you usually do when you encounter a cultural or language barrier?
Have you sought help from Chinese classmates or others? If yes, how did they help?
4. Cross-cultural communication cognition
What do you think is important to know about Chinese culture when talking with patients or doctors?
Can you give an example of a cultural taboo or special etiquette in Chinese medical interactions?
5. Emotional and social status
How often do you feel lonely or homesick? What situations trigger these feelings?
How easy is it for you to make Chinese friends or join social activities?
6. Additional suggestions
Is there anything else about your cross-cultural experience that you think should be included in a questionnaire for future international medical students?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Closing: Thank you for your time. Your input is very valuable for our research.
