Table S1. Baseline comparison of patients included vs. excluded from JOA analysis
	Variable
	Included in JOA analysis (n=60)
	Excluded from JOA analysis (n=20)
	Statistic
	P value

	Age (years, mean ± SD)
	47.0 ± 8.8
	48.2 ± 9.1
	t = 0.52
	0.60

	Male (n, %)
	43 (71.7)
	14 (70.0)
	χ² = 0.02
	0.89

	BMI (kg/m², mean ± SD)
	23.4 ± 2.3
	23.3 ± 2.2
	t = 0.17
	0.86

	Smoking history (n, %)
	24 (40.0)
	9 (45.0)
	χ² = 0.16
	0.69

	Diabetes history (n, %)
	8 (13.3)
	3 (15.0)
	χ² = 0.04
	0.84

	Hypertension history (n, %)
	15 (25.0)
	5 (25.0)
	χ² = 0.00
	1.00

	Injury level (n, %)
	
	
	χ² = 0.45
	0.80

	- Cervical
	21 (35.0)
	6 (30.0)
	
	

	- Thoracic
	28 (46.7)
	10 (50.0)
	
	

	- Lumbar
	11 (18.3)
	4 (20.0)
	
	

	ASIA grade A/B (complete injury, n, %)
	18 (30.0)
	7 (35.0)
	χ² = 0.18
	0.67

	Preoperative ASIA motor score (mean ± SD)
	42.8 ± 10.5
	42.2 ± 10.1
	t = 0.23
	0.82

	Time from injury to surgery (h, median (IQR))
	47 (35–71)
	48 (34–70)
	U = 0.31
	0.76

	1‑month TNF‑α (pg/mL, mean ± SD)
	22.5 ± 8.2
	24.1 ± 9.0
	t = 0.76
	0.45

	1‑month CRP (mg/L, mean ± SD)
	6.2 ± 1.5
	6.4 ± 1.6
	t = 0.51
	0.61

	1‑month PCT (μg/L, mean ± SD)
	0.58 ± 0.12
	0.60 ± 0.14
	t = 0.62
	0.54

	6‑month NP occurrence (n, %)
	38 (63.3)
	12 (60.0)
	χ² = 0.07
	0.79
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