Research Instruments for the Translational Writing Study
This appendix presents four research instruments designed to assess learners’ ability to recognize low-frequency academic English vocabulary, translate target items into contextually appropriate Arabic equivalents, reflect on dictionary use, and revise translational choices through peer and instructor feedback. The instruments are formatted for direct classroom and research administration.
Administration note: Student-facing test forms should include only the instructions and response spaces. Scoring criteria and validation notes are intended for instructors and researchers and should not be distributed during testing.
Instrument 1. Translational Writing Test: 
Student instructions: For each item, read the sentence carefully. First, circle the option that best matches the meaning of the bolded English word in context. Second, write an Arabic equivalent that fits the meaning of the whole sentence, not merely the isolated dictionary meaning.
Instrument 1B. Translational Writing Test: 
Student instructions: For each item, circle one meaning option and write one Arabic equivalent that fits the sentence context. Your Arabic answer should be accurate, natural, and context-sensitive.
Student ID: ____________________    Group: ____________________    Date: ____________________
	No.
	Sentence Context
	Multiple-Choice Options
	Arabic Translation

	1
	Over time, strong waves can abrade the rocky shore.
	a) Wash    b) Wear away    c) Fill    d) Build
	



	2
	His joke was so risible that the audience laughed immediately.
	a) Sad    b) Long    c) Laughable    d) Boring
	



	3
	Do not let the false advertisement hoodwink you.
	a) Help    b) Teach    c) Deceive    d) Invite
	



	4
	You must conjugate the verb correctly in the past tense.
	a) Write    b) Inflect    c) Delete    d) Pronounce
	



	5
	The character was portrayed as a loud virago who frightened the servants.
	a) Heroine    b) Singer    c) Shrew    d) Queen
	



	6
	The king appeared in full regalia during the national ceremony.
	a) Armor    b) Uniform    c) Finery    d) Cape
	



	7
	After the dispute ended, they spoke without rancor.
	a) Love    b) Bitterness    c) Speed    d) Interest
	



	8
	He is a consummate professional who performs every task with skill.
	a) New    b) Perfect    c) Lazy    d) Rude
	



	9
	The committee will cull outdated files from the archive.
	a) Sort    b) Save    c) Select or remove    d) Print
	



	10
	With rest and treatment, time may recure his health after the illness.
	a) Damage    b) Change    c) Heal    d) Watch
	



	11
	The old man lived as a pauper despite once being wealthy.
	a) King    b) Poor person    c) Soldier    d) Merchant
	



	12
	A clear safety plan can obviate many workplace risks.
	a) Increase    b) Remove    c) Explain    d) Hide
	



	13
	He tried to purloin the expensive watch from the display case.
	a) Buy    b) Fix    c) Steal    d) Sell
	



	14
	The museum displayed several ichthyic fossils from ancient seas.
	a) Human    b) Bird    c) Fish-like    d) Plant
	



	15
	The lecturer sounded like a pedant who cared only about minor rules.
	a) Teacher    b) Rule-obsessed person    c) Leader    d) Child
	



	16
	At the festival, there were prizes galore for the children.
	a) Empty    b) In abundance    c) Rare    d) Expensive
	



	17
	His careless actions provoked her ire.
	a) Joy    b) Fear    c) Anger    d) Surprise
	



	18
	We must forefend such a disaster through early planning.
	a) Cause    b) Predict    c) Prevent    d) Ignore
	



	19
	She accepted the new responsibility with great alacrity.
	a) Laziness    b) Readiness    c) Doubt    d) Anger
	



	20
	The unexpected result was an anomaly in the experiment.
	a) Normal event    b) Abnormality    c) Secret    d) Fact
	



	21
	He became belligerent during the debate and attacked everyone’s views.
	a) Friendly    b) Quiet    c) Aggressive    d) Smart
	



	22
	Her capricious mood made it difficult to predict her reaction.
	a) Steady    b) Fickle    c) Happy    d) Sad
	



	23
	The plants were desiccated after weeks without rain.
	a) Wet    b) Dried out    c) Green    d) Cold
	



	24
	Online fame is often ephemeral and disappears quickly.
	a) Eternal    b) Short-lived    c) Good    d) Bad
	



	25
	He was a fervid supporter of the reform movement.
	a) Weak    b) Intense    c) Secret    d) New
	



	26
	The garrulous neighbor talked for hours without stopping.
	a) Silent    b) Talkative    c) Mean    d) Kind
	



	27
	The research sample was homogeneous in age and educational background.
	a) Mixed    b) Uniform    c) Small    d) Large
	



	28
	He made an ingenuous remark because he did not understand the hidden motive.
	a) Clever    b) Naive    c) Cruel    d) False
	



	29
	The lawyer was so loquacious that the judge asked him to be brief.
	a) Shy    b) Wordy    c) Angry    d) Honest
	



	30
	Iron becomes malleable when it is heated.
	a) Hard    b) Flexible    c) Shiny    d) Heavy
	



	31
	He is a neophyte in this field and still needs basic training.
	a) Expert    b) Beginner    c) Critic    d) Owner
	



	32
	She remained obdurate in her refusal to sign the agreement.
	a) Flexible    b) Stubborn    c) Unsure    d) Quick
	



	33
	The team chose a pragmatic approach to solve the budget problem.
	a) Idealistic    b) Practical    c) Hard    d) Fast
	



	34
	The volcano has been quiescent for several decades.
	a) Active    b) Inactive    c) Loud    d) Small
	



	35
	He was reticent to speak about his personal problems.
	a) Eager    b) Reserved    c) Loud    d) Willing
	



	36
	The long lecture was soporific and made several students sleepy.
	a) Exciting    b) Sleep-inducing    c) Short    d) New
	



	37
	He is a taciturn person who rarely speaks in meetings.
	a) Loud    b) Silent    c) Funny    d) Busy
	



	38
	Do not vacillate between choices when the deadline is close.
	a) Decide    b) Waver    c) Stay    d) Rush
	



	39
	He behaved like a zealot who rejected every opposing opinion.
	a) Critic    b) Fanatic    c) Leader    d) Student
	



	40
	After midnight, the storm began to abate.
	a) Grow    b) Subside    c) Start    d) Change
	



	41
	His speech was banal and repeated ideas everyone already knew.
	a) Original    b) Trite or boring    c) Long    d) Loud
	



	42
	A cacophony of sounds came from the crowded market.
	a) Harmony    b) Harsh noise    c) Silence    d) Song
	



	43
	Children are often taught to show deference to elders.
	a) Hate    b) Respect    c) Fear    d) Rudeness
	



	44
	The drug has high efficacy in reducing pain.
	a) Price    b) Effectiveness    c) Danger    d) Color
	



	45
	The angry speech seemed to foment trouble among the crowd.
	a) Stop    b) Instigate    c) Watch    d) Record
	



	46
	He used guile rather than honesty to win the argument.
	a) Strength    b) Deceit    c) Money    d) Luck
	



	47
	He is a social iconoclast who challenges old traditions.
	a) Follower    b) Rebel    c) Artist    d) Hero
	



	48
	Scientific jargon can be difficult for non-specialists to understand.
	a) Food    b) Slang or technical term    c) Tool    d) Map
	



	49
	The campers used dry wood to kindle the fire.
	a) Put out    b) Light    c) Buy    d) Find
	



	50
	Her explanation was lucid and easy to follow.
	a) Confusing    b) Clear    c) Wrong    d) Short
	



	51
	The medicine helped mitigate the patient’s pain.
	a) Increase    b) Lessen    c) Cause    d) Study
	



	52
	Renewable energy is a nascent industry in some regions.
	a) Dying    b) Emerging    c) Global    d) Old
	



	53
	The official faced public opprobrium after the scandal.
	a) Praise    b) Disgrace    c) Interest    d) Wealth
	



	54
	She is considered a paragon of honesty in her community.
	a) Critic    b) Model    c) Enemy    d) Student
	



	55
	His plan to end poverty in one week was quixotic.
	a) Realistic    b) Impractical    c) Fast    d) Safe
	



	56
	At high altitude, the air begins to rarefy.
	a) Thicken    b) Become thin    c) Heat    d) Cool
	



	57
	Regular exercise is salubrious for the body and mind.
	a) Boring    b) Healthful    c) Hard    d) Cheap
	



	58
	Her reply was terse but clear.
	a) Long    b) Concise    c) Polite    d) Wrong
	



	59
	Smartphones are ubiquitous in modern society.
	a) Rare    b) Everywhere    c) Broken    d) New
	



	60
	Many families venerate their ancestors through traditional ceremonies.
	a) Forget    b) Honor    c) Fear    d) Help
	



	61
	Do not waver in your commitment to justice.
	a) Grow    b) Shake or falter    c) Speak    d) Act
	



	62
	He worked with great zeal until the project was complete.
	a) Anger    b) Enthusiasm    c) Fear    d) Hate
	



	63
	You should abstain from sugar if your doctor advises it.
	a) Eat    b) Refrain    c) Buy    d) Mix
	



	64
	The new evidence will bolster the argument.
	a) Weaken    b) Support    c) Ignore    d) End
	



	65
	The witness’s statement helped corroborate the evidence.
	a) Deny    b) Confirm    c) Hide    d) Change
	



	66
	There is a discrepancy between the two reports.
	a) Similarity    b) Inconsistency    c) Rule    d) Fact
	



	67
	The extreme heat can enervate even experienced workers.
	a) Energize    b) Weaken    c) Cool    d) Help
	



	68
	His writing is too florid and full of unnecessary decoration.
	a) Simple    b) Flowery or fancy    c) Bad    d) Short
	



	69
	He is a gregarious person who enjoys meeting new people.
	a) Shy    b) Sociable    c) Mean    d) Rich
	



	70
	Do not make an impetuous decision without thinking.
	a) Careful    b) Impulsive    c) Slow    d) Wise
	



	71
	They lament the loss of their historic neighborhood.
	a) Celebrate    b) Mourn    c) Forget    d) Deny
	



	72
	She is meticulous about every detail in the report.
	a) Careless    b) Precise    c) Fast    d) Lazy
	



	73
	He was nonplussed by the unexpected news.
	a) Happy    b) Confused    c) Bored    d) Ready
	



	74
	The ceremony avoided unnecessary ostentation and remained simple.
	a) Showiness    b) Work    c) Debt    d) Speed
	



	75
	A sudden price increase may precipitate a crisis.
	a) Stop    b) Hasten    c) Explain    d) Delay
	



	76
	The company will repudiate the false claim.
	a) Accept    b) Reject    c) Write    d) Discuss
	



	77
	A responsible reader should be a skeptic of internet news.
	a) Believer    b) Doubter    c) Writer    d) Fan
	



	78
	After the heavy meal, he fell into a state of torpor.
	a) Activity    b) Inactivity    c) Joy    d) Health
	



	79
	The journalist checked the veracity of the report.
	a) Length    b) Truthfulness    c) Price    d) Date
	



	80
	The land is arid and receives very little rainfall.
	a) Green    b) Dry    c) Cold    d) High
	



	81
	He acted as a broker between the buyer and the seller.
	a) Soldier    b) Middleman    c) Enemy    d) King
	



	82
	The new law became a catalyst for change.
	a) Barrier    b) Stimulant    c) End    d) Result
	



	83
	He is very dogmatic and refuses to consider other views.
	a) Flexible    b) Opinionated    c) Kind    d) Unsure
	



	84
	Writers sometimes embellish a story to make it more interesting.
	a) Simplify    b) Decorate or add detail    c) Tell    d) Shorten
	



	85
	The recording system produces high-fidelity sound.
	a) Noise    b) Faithfulness    c) Volume    d) Speed
	



	86
	He gave a glib answer that sounded smooth but lacked thought.
	a) Thoughtful    b) Superficial    c) Long    d) Mean
	



	87
	The politician was accused of hypocrisy after breaking his own rule.
	a) Honesty    b) Insincerity    c) Anger    d) Wealth
	



	88
	They had an implicit agreement that did not need to be spoken.
	a) Spoken    b) Implied    c) Legal    d) New
	



	89
	He felt lethargic after staying awake all night.
	a) Active    b) Sluggish    c) Excited    d) Healthy
	



	90
	She is a maverick thinker who rarely follows conventional ideas.
	a) Follower    b) Independent    c) Slow    d) Good
	



	91
	The organization charged only a nominal fee for membership.
	a) Large    b) Small or token    c) Monthly    d) Fair
	



	92
	The assistant was too obsequious when speaking to the director.
	a) Rude    b) Fawning or submissive    c) Brave    d) Rich
	



	93
	The smell of smoke was pervasive throughout the building.
	a) Weak    b) Spreading    c) Good    d) Fresh
	



	94
	The coach decided to relegate him to a minor role.
	a) Promote    b) Demote or assign    c) Help    d) Fire
	



	95
	A sedentary lifestyle can harm long-term health.
	a) Active    b) Inactive or sitting    c) Healthy    d) New
	



	96
	The city has a transient population of seasonal workers.
	a) Permanent    b) Temporary    c) Large    d) Poor
	



	97
	The unctuous salesperson sounded friendly but insincere.
	a) Honest    b) Oily or insincere    c) Fast    d) Rude
	



	98
	The political situation became volatile after the announcement.
	a) Stable    b) Unstable    c) Boring    d) Safe
	



	99
	The designer proposed a whimsical idea for the children’s library.
	a) Serious    b) Playful or odd    c) Bad    d) Useful
	



	100
	Winning the international award was the zenith of his career.
	a) Start    b) Peak    c) End    d) Failure
	






Scoring Guide for Instrument 1
Multiple-choice recognition score: Award 1 point for each correct meaning option. The maximum score for this component is 100 points.
Arabic translation score: Award 2 points for an accurate Arabic equivalent that fits the sentence context; 1 point for a technically acceptable equivalent that is contextually awkward or stylistically weak; and 0 points for an incorrect, unrelated, or blank response. The maximum score for this component is 200 points.
Total combined score: The full test yields a maximum of 300 points: 100 points for recognition and 200 points for context-sensitive Arabic translation.
Validation note: In the methodological description, this 100-item set is reported as having been examined through confirmatory factor analysis with N = 300, with items loading onto four dimensions: contextual decoding, L1 mapping, syntactic fitting, and lexical precision.


Instrument 2. Translational Writing Rubric
Purpose: This rubric is used by instructors or trained raters to evaluate the writing quality of learners’ Arabic translations beyond isolated lexical recognition. Intermediate scores of 2 and 4 may be assigned when performance falls between the listed descriptors.
	Criterion
	5 = Excellent
	3 = Developing
	1 = Poor / Needs Revision

	Idea Extraction
	Fully captures the core idea, nuance, tone, and intended meaning of the English source sentence.
	Captures the basic meaning but misses some nuance, emphasis, or contextual implication.
	Fails to identify the core concept or misunderstands the sentence meaning.

	Paraphrasing and Naturalness
	Produces natural Arabic phrasing that reads fluently and appropriately in the target context.
	Produces a mostly understandable translation, but the phrasing is literal, awkward, or insufficiently idiomatic.
	Produces unnatural or syntactically faulty Arabic that weakens or distorts the intended meaning.

	Editing and Revision Accuracy
	Contains no significant grammatical, spelling, punctuation, or agreement errors in Arabic.
	Contains minor errors that do not seriously obstruct comprehension.
	Contains frequent or serious Arabic writing errors that interfere with meaning.

	Contextual Vocabulary Choice
	Selects an Arabic equivalent that fits the specific professional, academic, social, or rhetorical context of the sentence.
	Selects a technically possible equivalent, but the word choice is contextually weak or stylistically inappropriate.
	Selects an incorrect Arabic equivalent or one that does not fit the sentence context.


Suggested scoring: Sum the four criterion scores to obtain a qualitative translational writing score ranging from 4 to 20. This score may be reported separately or used to explain patterns in the quantitative test results.


Instrument 3. Dictionary Strategy Checklist
Purpose: This checklist is completed by participants in the experimental group after each intervention session. It documents the extent to which learners use dictionary-supported strategies during translational writing tasks.
Response scale: 1 = Never, 2 = Rarely, 3 = Sometimes, 4 = Often, 5 = Always.
Student ID: ____________________    Session No.: ________    Date: ____________________
	No.
	Strategy Statement
	Rating: circle/check one
1 = Never   2 = Rarely   3 = Sometimes   4 = Often   5 = Always

	1
	I tried to infer the word’s meaning from the sentence before opening the dictionary.
	□ 1     □ 2     □ 3     □ 4     □ 5

	2
	I examined usage examples in the online dictionary to see how the word functions in a sentence.
	□ 1     □ 2     □ 3     □ 4     □ 5

	3
	I listened to the audio pronunciation or checked the phonetic transcription before finalizing my translation.
	□ 1     □ 2     □ 3     □ 4     □ 5

	4
	I checked the part of speech of the target word before selecting the Arabic equivalent.
	□ 1     □ 2     □ 3     □ 4     □ 5

	5
	I connected the dictionary definition to my prior knowledge, classroom learning, or personal experience.
	□ 1     □ 2     □ 3     □ 4     □ 5


Instrument 4. Metacognitive Peer-Review Sheet
Purpose: This sheet is used during the intervention sessions to help learners observe, discuss, and revise translation choices. It encourages attention to natural Arabic phrasing, dictionary evidence, instructor feedback, and metacognitive reflection.
	Student Name
	________________________________________________________

	Partner Name
	________________________________________________________

	Session No. / Date
	________________________________________________________

	Peer Observation
	Did your partner choose an Arabic word or phrase that sounds natural in the sentence?  □ Yes    □ No

	Suggested Improvement
	Write one specific suggestion that could improve your partner’s translation.



	Dictionary Insight
	What usage note, example sentence, collocation, or part-of-speech clue from the online dictionary helped you decide on the final translation?


	Instructor Revision
	After instructor feedback, what was the main reason for correcting or revising the initial translation?
□ Wrong context    □ Grammar error    □ Literal translation    □ Weak word choice    □ Other: ____________________

	Reflection
	What did you learn from this review that may improve your next translation task?




