Table S1. Statistically significant associations with interest in entering a surgical specialty
Outcome: planned surgical specialty vs non-surgical or undecided (N = 680)
	Characteristic
	Category
	Non-surgical or undecided
n (%)
	Surgical specialty
n (%)
	Test used
	p-value
	Effect size

	Gender
(n = 680)
	Male
	175 (53.0)
	155 (47.0)
	Fisher exact
	<0.001
	Phi/Cramer's V = 0.199

	
	Female
	253 (72.3)
	97 (27.7)
	
	
	

	Hijab status / sex category
(n = 680)
	Prefer not to answer
	9 (45.0)
	11 (55.0)
	Fisher-Freeman-Halton exact / Monte Carlo
	<0.001
	Cramer's V = 0.228

	
	Male
	175 (53.0)
	155 (47.0)
	
	
	

	
	No hijab
	112 (70.4)
	47 (29.6)
	
	
	

	
	Hijab
	132 (77.2)
	39 (22.8)
	
	
	

	University
(n = 680)
	Homs University
	57 (51.4)
	54 (48.6)
	Fisher-Freeman-Halton exact / Monte Carlo
	0.040
	Cramer's V = 0.139

	
	Other
	17 (54.8)
	14 (45.2)
	
	
	

	
	Al-Sham Private University
	20 (55.6)
	16 (44.4)
	
	
	

	
	Tishreen University
	108 (62.4)
	65 (37.6)
	
	
	

	
	Aleppo University
	29 (64.4)
	16 (35.6)
	
	
	

	
	Damascus University
	144 (69.2)
	64 (30.8)
	
	
	

	
	Syrian Private University
	53 (69.7)
	23 (30.3)
	
	
	

	Total time spent observing surgeries
(n = 680)
	More than 20 hours
	15 (39.5)
	23 (60.5)
	Fisher-Freeman-Halton exact / Monte Carlo
	0.006
	Cramer's V = 0.136

	
	5 to 20 hours
	78 (58.2)
	56 (41.8)
	
	
	

	
	I have not attended before
	146 (64.6)
	80 (35.4)
	
	
	

	
	Less than 5 hours
	189 (67.0)
	93 (33.0)
	
	
	

	Participated in surgical skills workshops
(n = 680)
	Yes
	135 (57.0)
	102 (43.0)
	Fisher exact
	0.020
	Phi/Cramer's V = 0.091

	
	No
	293 (66.1)
	150 (33.9)
	
	
	

	Participated in surgery-related research
(n = 680)
	Yes
	42 (48.3)
	45 (51.7)
	Fisher exact
	0.003
	Phi/Cramer's V = 0.116

	
	No
	386 (65.1)
	207 (34.9)
	
	
	

	Has a surgeon mentor
(n = 680)
	Yes
	71 (45.5)
	85 (54.5)
	Fisher exact
	<0.001
	Phi/Cramer's V = 0.197

	
	No
	357 (68.1)
	167 (31.9)
	
	
	

	
	No mentor / mentor is not a surgeon
	357 (68.1)
	167 (31.9)
	
	
	

	Surgeon mentor of the same gender
(n = 680)
	Yes
	29 (36.3)
	51 (63.8)
	Fisher-Freeman-Halton exact / Monte Carlo
	<0.001
	Cramer's V = 0.218

	
	No
	42 (55.3)
	34 (44.7)
	
	
	

	
	No mentor
	357 (68.1)
	167 (31.9)
	
	
	






Notes. Only statistically significant associations are shown (two-sided exact/Monte Carlo p < 0.05). Percentages are row percentages within each predictor category.
For 2 x 2 tables, Fisher exact p-values are reported; for larger tables, Fisher-Freeman-Halton exact/Monte Carlo p-values are reported. Effect size is reported as Phi for 2 x 2 tables and Cramer's V for larger tables. 
Hijab status was coded as a four-category variable including males as a separate category, so the full sample was retained. University categories with small cell counts were combined as Other.
