Questionnaire for Healthcare-seeking behavior and household economic burden of suspected cutaneous anthrax cases in endemic rural Bangladesh
Questionnaire: 
Demographic Questions  
1. Name of the respondent: 
2. Gender: M (Male) /F (Female)/Other (Specify:___________________________)
3. Age (Years): 
4. Education level: 
a. Unable to read and write 
b. No formal education but can read and write
c. Primary
d. Secondary 
e. Hihger secondary
f. Graduation and above
g. Others………………………
5. Marital status: 
a. Single
b. Married 
c. Divorced 
d. Widowed 
e. Separated
f. Others……………..
6. Occupation/profession: 
……………………………….
7. Religion: M (Muslim)/H (Hindu) /Others………………..
8. Monthly family income (TK):
9. Family size:
10. Household location: 
a. Urban
b. Rural
c. Semi-urban
11. Address: 
Latitude:
Longitude:

Risk practices
1. Have you heard anything about Anthrax/Torka?
a. Yes
b. No 
If yes-
2. How did you learn about anthrax?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3. What causes anthrax
a. Germs
b. Bacteria
c. Virus
d. Don’t know
e. Other____________________________

4. How does anthrax spread?
a. Cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep meat consumption 
b. cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep slaughtering 
c. Skin processing of cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep
d. Handling sick cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep
e. Processing cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep meat
f. Cooking cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep meat
g. Observeing slaughtering of cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep
h. Others……………………..

5. Is anthrax contagious (transmit from one human to another)?
a. Yes                                        b. No

6. If yes, how: _______________

7. Is anthrax curable
a. Yes                                        b. No

8. If yes, how: _______________


9. Is anthrax preventable in human?
a. Yes                                        b. No

10. If yes, how: _______________



11. What do you do to prevent anthrax?
12. Can traditional healers treat anthrax?
a. Yes                                        
b. No         
c. Don’t know

13. When did you get anthrax?

 ------------------ days/ Month/ year ago

14. How did you get anthrax?
a. Cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep meat consumption 
b. cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep slaughtering 
c. Skin processing of cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep
d. Handle sick cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep
e. Process cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep meat
f. Cooked cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep meat
g. Observed slaughtering of cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep
h. Others……………………..

15. Did you do any of the following activities before getting anthrax?
	☐	a.
	Handle or touch cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep

	☐	b.
	Slaughter cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep

	☐	c.
	Skin cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep

	☐	d.
	Process cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep meat

	☐	e.
	Sell cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep meat

	☐	f.
	Consume cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep meat

	☐	g.
	Observe cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep slaughtering

	☐	h.
	Handle cattle/buffalo/goat/sheep raw meat for cooking



16. What were the signs?
a. Sores or wounds
b. Diarrhea
c. Fever 
d. Others………………….

17. Did you get any treatment?
a. Yes
b. No 
18. After how many days of onset of signs, you decided that you need treatment? Also mention the specific sign that made you concerned about the treatment.


Healthcare-seeking behavior
19. From whom and what treatment/medicines did you get? (please fill multiple rows if multiple sources of treatments)
	Source of treatment
	Medicines provided
	Any advice along with treatment

	a. Neighbors
	
	

	b. Upazila hospital
	
	

	c. District hospital 
	
	

	d. Local doctor
	
	

	e. Local medical practitioner 
	
	

	f. Pharmacy 
	
	

	g. Traditional healer (should be asked if participant don’t mention by themselves)
	
	

	h. Others………………………….
	
	



20. Who confirmed that you have anthrax?
a. Self
b. Neighbors
c. Upazila hospital: doctor/nurse/medical assistant
d. District hospital: doctor/nurse/medical assistant
e. Local doctor
f. Traditional healer
g. Local medical practitioner
h. Others………………………….






21. Which of your treatment sources you found more convenient/satisfactory and why? (if multiple sources of treatment)
Or, why did you choose this treatment source?

	[bookmark: _Hlk144623434]Source
	Rank (1,2,3,….)
** Only if multiple sources**
	Reason 

	Neighbors
	
	

	Upazila hospital
	
	

	District hospital 
	
	

	Local doctor
	
	

	Local medical practitioner 
	
	

	Pharmacy
	
	

	Traditional healer (should be asked if participant don’t mention by themselves)
	
	

	Others………………………….
	
	

	Other……………………………..
	
	



22. Do you have your prescriptions now?
a. Yes (Please take a snap of the prescription and save with questionnaire code)
b. No 

23. After how many days you were cured?
a. --------------------days/Month/year        
b. Not cured yet

24. How did you decide to go to the private doctor/private medical assistant/ pharmacy owner/ Upazila hospital/District hospital/traditional healer/ other (_________) for your treatment?
a. My own decision
b. Suggested by family member
c. Suggested by friends
d. Suggested by neighbors 
e. Other ___________________

25. Did you use any home remedy/herbs to treat anthrax?      a. Yes        b. No

26. If yes, what did you use? ___________________________________________

Economic Burden
27. Please describe your treatment cost for the following items:
	[bookmark: _Hlk144624126]Items 
	Sub items 
(If applicable)
	Cost (BDT)
	Comments (if any)

	Medicine cost
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Doctor’s fee
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Diagnostic cost
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Travel cost 
(Each item should be adjusted for total number of visits)

	Hospital 
	
	

	
	Pharmacy 
	
	

	
	Diagnostic center
	
	

	
	Other (1)
	
	

	
	Other (2)
	
	

	
	Other (3)
	
	

	
	Other (4)
	
	

	Economic loss due to work absence

	Per day income
	

	

	
	Number of absent days
	
	

	Economic loss of care giver

Relation with the patient:


Profession:
	Per day income/ hours per day (if unemployed)
	

	

	
	Number of absent days/ number of care giving days (if unemployed)

	
	

	Other (1)                                      
	
	
	

	Other (2)                                           
	
	
	

	Other (3)                                           
	
	
	

	Other (4)                                       
	
	
	

	Other (5)                                          
	
	
	

	Other (6)                                           
	
	
	

	Other ( &)                                         
	
	
	


28. What were the major challenges of anthrax treatment for you?

a. Lack of awareness
b. Medicine shortage
c. High price of medicine
d. No nearby hospital
e. Lack of doctor
f. Lack of social acceptability
g. Other_______________

29. What are your recommendations to overcome those challenges?

___________________________________________________________________

