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Table S1. Lagged correlations between NIH indicators and patent publications in drug-delivery polymers. Pearson and Spearman correlations were computed for lags of –3 to +3 years, with negative lags indicating NIH activity preceding patenting. Patent data indexed by publication year (Lens). Funding levels were log-transformed prior to correlation.
	Lag
	N
	Pearson r
 (Projects)
	p
	Spearman r
 (Projects)
	p
	N
	Pearson r
 (Funding)
	p
	Spearman r
 (Funding)
	p

	-3
	8
	-0.021
	0.960
	-0.120
	0.778
	8
	0.256
	0.541
	0.262
	0.531

	-2
	9
	0.083
	0.832
	0.167
	0.667
	9
	0.174
	0.654
	0.267
	0.488

	-1
	10
	0.579
	0.079
	0.201
	0.578
	10
	0.615
	0.058
	0.321
	0.366

	0
	11
	0.431
	0.186
	0.405
	0.216
	11
	0.653
	0.029
	0.518
	0.103

	1
	10
	0.465
	0.176
	0.600
	0.067
	10
	0.693
	0.026
	0.818
	0.004

	2
	9
	0.591
	0.094
	0.600
	0.088
	9
	0.703
	0.035
	0.700
	0.036

	3
	8
	0.528
	0.179
	0.405
	0.320
	8
	0.634
	0.091
	0.476
	0.233




Table S2. Complete Pearson correlation coefficients (r) and two-tailed significance levels (p) between yearly NIH project/funding activity and patent publications for each polymer, at lags 0–3 years. NIH variables were shifted forward by the specified lag. Polymeric micelles excluded (0 NIH projects). PLGA best lag corrected from 3 to 0.
	Polymer
	Proj r₀ (p)
	Proj r₁ (p)
	Proj r₂ (p)
	Proj r₃ (p)
	Fund r₀ (p)
	Fund r₁ (p)
	Fund r₂ (p)
	Fund r₃ (p)
	Best lag
	Best r (p)
 Projects
	Best r (p)
 Funding

	Chitosan
	-0.35 (0.285)
	-0.07 (0.838)
	-0.04 (0.922)
	0.24 (0.567)
	-0.05 (0.878)
	0.15 (0.670)
	-0.04 (0.920)
	0.41 (0.307)
	3
	-0.35 (0.285)
	0.41 (0.307)

	Hydrogel
	0.79 (0.004)
	0.72 (0.020)
	0.37 (0.332)
	0.03 (0.947)
	0.82 (0.002)
	0.69 (0.026)
	0.44 (0.232)
	0.16 (0.706)
	0
	0.79 (0.004)
	0.82 (0.002)

	PCL
	-0.06 (0.859)
	0.25 (0.480)
	0.10 (0.802)
	0.49 (0.214)
	-0.02 (0.947)
	0.18 (0.610)
	0.10 (0.788)
	0.46 (0.253)
	3
	0.49 (0.214)
	0.46 (0.253)

	PEG
	-0.33 (0.314)
	-0.04 (0.920)
	–0.42 (0.263)
	-0.17 (0.681)
	0.22 (0.507)
	0.31 (0.376)
	–0.49 (0.176)
	-0.38 (0.350)
	2
	–0.42 (0.263)
	–0.49 (0.176)

	PLA
	-0.37 (0.259)
	-0.28 (0.432)
	0.37 (0.330)
	0.48 (0.223)
	-0.37 (0.262)
	0.04 (0.906)
	0.21 (0.582)
	0.56 (0.148)
	3
	0.48 (0.223)
	0.56 (0.148)

	PLGA
	0.50 (0.115)
	0.70 (0.025)
	0.30 (0.427)
	0.65 (0.084)
	0.76 (0.007)
	0.69 (0.027)
	0.28 (0.460)
	0.67 (0.068)
	0
	0.70 (0.025)
	0.76 (0.007)


ᵃ Lag = years by which NIH activity leads patent publications.

