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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION LEAFLET (PIL)
 Study title: Students’ Views & Perceptions Of A Novel Pharmacy Simulation (MyDispenseTM) In An Irish University Setting : A Mixed-Methods Survey Study
About the Study
The purpose of this page is to tell you about the study and what your involvement would entail so that you can make an informed decision about participation. This study is being carried out by researchers at the School of Pharmacy UCC. Ethical approval for this study has been obtained from University College Cork’s Social Research Ethics Committee (SREC). The aim of this study is to evaluate the impact of MyDispenseTM virtual simulation on student learning. The study specifically seeks to: (a) obtain insights from students into their experience of participating in the virtual simulation (b) determine how effective the virtual simulation was at improving learning (c) identify ways to improve the virtual simulation. 
What is involved?
If you choose to participate in this study, you will be agreeing to take part in an online survey. The survey will consist of a demographics section, and a series of questions about your experience of MyDispense and free text questions. The survey should take approximately five minutes to complete. The survey will remain open for three weeks, and you will receive one reminder. 


Who can take part? 
You are eligible to participate if you are enrolled in the BPharm/ MPharm programme. Participation in this study is completely voluntary, you are under no obligation to do so. During the survey you can choose not to answer a question, or you can decide to cease participation at any time. 
What will happen to the information I give? 
Your data will be stored securely on password protected device. Your anonymity will be preserved throughout the study, and all information you provide will be kept confidential. All survey response data will be collected anonymously and will be stored electronically on the UCC secure service which can only be accessed by the dedicated researchers’ password protected, laptops. Data handling will be compliant with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and UCC is registered with the Data Protection Agency. Under the UCC Data Protection policy, research data will be kept for a period of ten years. This data will only be accessible to members of the research team. The information you provide will only be shared in aggregated form, so you will not be identified. Quotes from questions of the survey may be included in the reporting. No personally identifying information (such as name, date of birth, or address) will be 21 SREC Ethics Amendment request form 2025 V3.0 collected or should be added. The information you supply may also be used in research papers and/or conference presentations; however all results will be summarised as a group, quotes from the survey may be included, you will not be identified as an individual in these publications or presentations. If you wish, the results from this study can also be shared with you by emailing ruth.mccarthy@ucc.ie 
Are there any risks to taking part? 
We do not anticipate any risk to you from participating in this study. We have explained the procedures that we will use to safeguard the confidentiality and the anonymity of your data above. No academic advantage or disadvantage will be associated with participating or not participating in this study.

 Can I withdraw from the study? 
You maintain the right to withdraw from the study at any stage up to the point of submission. At this point, your data will be collated with that of other participants and can no longer be retracted. 
How do I get further information or take part in the study? 
For further information you can contact the Ms Ruth McCarthy at ruth.mccarthy@ucc.ie 
If you are happy to participate, please proceed to complete the consent form.
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PARTICIPANT CONSENT FORM 
Thank you for considering taking part in this research. The purpose of this form is to ensure that you understand what the research entails and consent to participate in this study. Please indicate below to show that you agree with the terms of participation as follows:
 • I confirm that I have read the participant information leaflet and that the study has been fully explained to me. I have been given the opportunity to ask any questions I have to researchers.
 • I understand that my participation in this study is completely voluntary, and that I may withdraw my participation during completion of the survey without any repercussion. 
• I understand that any information I share in this study is confidential and any data collected will be anonymised and stored securely in line with Data Protection Regulations. 
• I consent for my anonymized data from this study to be used in future publications or reports.
 • I understand that quotes from questions of the survey may be included in the reporting. 
• I understand that if I have additional inquiries about the study, I can contact Ruth McCarthy 
• I am 18 years of age or older
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