WHAT IS KNOWN ABOUT THİS TOPIC:
·  Acute urinary retention in children is rare but clinically important. 
· Reported etiologies vary across pediatric series, and published studies are heterogeneous in both diagnostic approach and initial management. 
· Some children have transient or reversible causes, whereas others have obstructive, compressive, or neurologic pathology requiring prompt recognition.
WHAT THIS STUDY ADDS:
· In this pediatric emergency cohort, the most common etiologies were urinary tract infection, idiopathic retention, and neurologic causes. 
· Selective ultrasonography was useful in children with unclear etiology and helped identify clinically significant causes such as pelvic masses and obstructive pathology. 
· The study proposes a practical, risk-stratified emergency evaluation and management algorithm that emphasizes high-risk features, stepwise treatment, and appropriate follow-up. 
· The study offers a practical emergency department framework for evaluating pediatric acute urinary retention, including selective imaging and stepwise management.

