SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS AND DATA DOCUMENTATION

For: “Sacred Femininity” and Cultural Vitality: An Interdisciplinary Study of Vietnamese Mother Goddess Worship in the Context of Globalization

Fieldwork period and research scope:
Ethnographic fieldwork for this study was conducted between January 2023 and August 2025 across multiple ritual and community settings associated with Vietnamese Mother Goddess Worship in Northern, Central, and Southern Vietnam. Additional digital ethnographic observation was conducted on selected online platforms and public media spaces related to ritual circulation, heritage presentation, and community interaction.
Purpose of this supplementary file:
This supplementary file is prepared to address the editorial request that the materials referenced in the Data Availability statement be made available for editorial assessment and peer review. It provides the study documentation, data-collection instruments, coding framework, analytical procedure, processed anonymized evidence log, and data-access explanation. Raw audio recordings, full verbatim transcripts, unredacted field notes, personal identifiers, and exact site-identifying details are not publicly included because they may contain identifiable information and culturally sensitive details relating to ritual participants, sacred spaces, and community practices.
No fabricated interview quotations are included in this supplementary file. The evidence log below is provided as processed, anonymized qualitative documentation for restricted scholarly verification. It summarizes the types of evidence used to support the manuscript findings without disclosing personal identities, exact ritual sites, or sacredly restricted information.
S1. Supplementary materials index and access status
	Section
	Content
	Access status

	S1
	Supplementary materials index and access explanation
	Public supplementary file

	S2
	Semi-structured interview guide
	Public supplementary file

	S3
	Participant-observation protocol and field-note template
	Public supplementary file

	S4
	Focus-group discussion protocol
	Public supplementary file

	S5
	Digital media-content coding framework
	Public supplementary file

	S6
	Thematic codebook and analytical procedure
	Public supplementary file

	S7
	Processed anonymized qualitative evidence log
	Public supplementary file with anonymized/processed content

	S8
	Data inventory and restriction register
	Public supplementary file

	Restricted data
	Raw audio files, full verbatim transcripts, unredacted field notes, exact site identifiers, personal names and identifiable ritual-lineage details
	Not publicly shared; may be inspected only under ethical restrictions when appropriate



S2. Semi-structured interview guide
Participant groups: mediums, ritual musicians (cung văn), temple/palace custodians, practitioners, pilgrims, cultural administrators, heritage officers, and cultural-tourism/event organizers. Interviews should be conducted only after informed consent has been obtained.
	Theme
	Indicative questions

	Background and role
	Could you describe your role in Mother Goddess Worship and how long you have been involved in this practice?

	Sacred femininity
	How do practitioners understand the figure of the Mother Goddess and the sacred feminine qualities associated with protection, blessing, healing, moral guidance, prosperity, and gratitude?

	Ritual performance
	How do music, costume, color, dance, offerings, bodily gestures, and the order of giá đồng contribute to the experience of sacred presence during hầu đồng?

	Community identity
	In what ways do rituals strengthen community belonging, intergenerational transmission, apprenticeship, collective memory, and pilgrimage networks?

	Therapeutic and social functions
	How do participants describe emotional relief, spiritual support, family reconciliation, moral reorientation, or social cohesion associated with ritual participation?

	Globalization and media
	How have tourism, heritage recognition, international cultural events, social media, and digital circulation affected practice and public perception?

	Sacredness and commercialization
	What practices are viewed as inappropriate, simplified, over-commercialized, or inconsistent with community norms?

	Transmission and preservation
	What should be preserved, taught, documented, regulated, or transmitted to maintain ritual authenticity and cultural vitality?



S2A. Participant distribution and sampling overview
	No.
	Participants by category
	Number of participants

	1
	Mediums/ritual practitioners
	18

	2
	Ritual musicians (cung văn)
	07

	3
	Temple/palace custodians
	06

	4
	Pilgrims/believers
	17

	5
	Cultural administrators/heritage officers
	05

	6
	Cultural-tourism/event organizers
	04

	7
	Focus-group participants
	21



S3. Participant-observation protocol and field-note template
Observation should respect ritual restrictions. Filming, photographing, or recording should not be conducted in restricted ritual spaces without explicit permission from custodians and participants.
	Observation domain
	Details to record

	Site context
	Location type, ritual setting, spatial arrangement, altar structure, participant flow, access restrictions, and researcher access conditions.

	Ritual sequence
	Opening procedures, order of giá đồng, offerings, transitions, closing procedures, and deviations from the expected sequence.

	Performance elements
	Chầu văn rhythm, instruments, costumes, colors, props, dance movements, gestures, and embodied expressions.

	Community interaction
	Forms of participation include giving/receiving lộc, vows, prayers, emotional responses, mentoring, and informal instruction.

	Sacredness and boundaries
	Moments when sacredness is emphasized, protected, negotiated, or potentially weakened by tourism/media presence.

	Researcher reflexivity
	Researcher position, access conditions, ethical concerns, limits of interpretation, and post-observation reflections.




S4. Focus-group discussion protocol
Recommended group size: 6–8 participants. Groups should be organized by role where possible to reduce hierarchy-related pressure. The moderator should remind participants not to disclose personal or sacred information that they do not wish to share.
	Stage
	Procedure

	Opening
	Explain purpose, confidentiality, voluntary participation, and right to withdraw (confirm consent).

	Warm-up
	Invite participants to discuss the meaning of Mother Goddess Worship in contemporary community life.

	Core discussion 1
	Discuss how sacred femininity is expressed through symbols, bodily practice, music, costume, color, ritual sequence, and sacred space.

	Core discussion 2
	Discuss how hầu đồng contributes to identity, emotional support, social cohesion, apprenticeship, and cultural transmission.

	Core discussion 3
	Discuss the effects of heritage recognition, tourism, digital media, diaspora circulation, and commercialization.

	Validation
	Ask participants to comment on whether the researcher’s preliminary themes reflect community understanding.

	Closing
	Allow participants to withdraw, amend, or restrict any statement before the material is used.


S5. Digital media-content coding framework
Digital materials may include videos, posts, articles, comments, and online discussions related to hầu đồng, chầu văn, Mother Goddess temples/palaces, heritage events, and public presentations of ritual practice. Publicly available content should still be handled respectfully because ritual materials may carry cultural and sacred meanings.
	Code
	Coding category
	Operational description

	DM1
	Ritual documentation
	Content presents ritual sequence, music, costumes, offerings, sacred space, or pilgrimage practices.

	DM2
	Heritage framing
	Content frames the practice as intangible cultural heritage, national culture, public cultural education, or living museum.

	DM3
	Tourism/performance framing
	Content presents the ritual mainly as spectacle, event, entertainment, cultural show, or tourist attraction.

	DM4
	Sacredness protection
	Content discusses authenticity, ritual rules, community norms, proper conduct, or concerns about commercialization.

	DM5
	Digital transmission
	Content is used for learning, teaching chầu văn, documenting symbols, explaining costumes/colors, or circulating community memory.

	DM6
	Audience response
	Comments or reactions indicate admiration, confusion, criticism, spiritual interest, ethical concern, or concern about distortion.



S6. Thematic codebook and analytical procedure
The analysis follows reflexive thematic analysis. Codes are generated through repeated reading of interview notes, observation notes, documentary materials, and digital-media content. Themes are compared across sites and participant groups, then refined through member-checking where ethically and practically possible.
	Theme code
	Theme name
	Definition
	Indicative evidence

	T1
	Sacred feminine symbolism
	Meanings attached to Mother Goddess figures, Chầu Bà, include protection, blessing, compassion, power, justice, gratitude, and moral authority.
	Interview accounts; ritual symbols; temple narratives; documentary sources.

	T2
	Embodied ritual performance
	How sacred presence is mediated through body, costume, music, dance, gesture, ritual objects, color, and ritual sequence.
	Participant observation; performance description; practitioner explanation.

	T3
	Community identity and continuity
	How ritual practice reproduces belonging, apprenticeship, memory, pilgrimage networks, and intergenerational transmission.
	Field notes; interviews with practitioners/custodians, and focus-group discussions.

	T4
	Therapeutic and affective function
	Descriptions of emotional relief, healing, spiritual support, reconciliation, restoration of moral order, and relational repair.
	Interview summaries, observation of ritual interaction, and participant reflection.

	T5
	Heritage, media, and globalization
	How heritage recognition, tourism, online circulation, and diaspora networks reshape practice and perception.
	Media content, administrator interviews, and event documentation.

	T6
	Sacredness, commercialization, and regulation
	Community concerns about performance excess, market pressure, simplification, and the need for ethical boundaries.
	Focus-group discussion; practitioner interview; policy documents.



S6A. Analytical procedure
	Step
	Content
	Procedure

	1
	Familiarization
	Repeated reading of interview notes, field notes, observation records, documentary materials, and selected digital media items.

	2
	Initial coding
	Line-by-line and segment-level coding using the thematic codes T1–T6 and digital media codes DM1–DM6.

	3
	Theme construction
	Clustering codes into broader themes related to sacred femininity, ritual performance, identity, vitality, globalization, and regulation.

	4
	Cross-source triangulation
	Comparing evidence from interviews, observations, focus-group discussions, documentary sources, and digital media.

	5
	Reflexive review
	Recording interpretive limits, positionality concerns, and points where ritual secrecy or community norms limited access.

	6
	Member-checking
	Where ethically feasible, checking preliminary interpretations with practitioners or community representatives without disclosing restricted material.

	7
	Reporting
	Using anonymized summaries and non-identifying evidence to support analysis while avoiding disclosure of personal identities or sacredly restricted details.



S6B. Audit trail and data processing procedure
	Stage
	Procedure

	Audio handling
	Selected recordings were transcribed selectively and anonymized.

	Coding
	Manual thematic coding conducted using T1–T6 and DM1–DM6.

	Cross-checking
	Interview summaries were compared with field notes and participant observation logs.

	Reflexive memoing
	Researcher reflexive notes and interpretive memos were maintained during fieldwork and analysis.

	Verification
	Preliminary interpretations were discussed with selected practitioners and community participants, where ethically appropriate.

	Data protection
	Restricted materials were stored separately and accessed only under ethical safeguards.



S7. Processed anonymized qualitative evidence log
The following table replaces the earlier blank template. It provides processed, anonymized evidence summaries aligned with the themes reported in the manuscript. These entries are not presented as verbatim interview quotations. They are non-identifying analytical summaries prepared for editorial and peer-review verification while protecting participant confidentiality, sacred ritual restrictions, and exact site identities.
	Code
	Participant/site category
	Data type
	Theme code
	Processed anonymized evidence summary
	Restriction note

	P01
	Medium/practitioner
	Semi-structured interview
	T1/T2
	The participant described the Mother Goddess as a protective and morally guiding figure whose authority is experienced through color, costume, offerings, and embodied ritual presence during hầu đồng.
	Personal name, ritual lineage, and exact temple name removed.

	P02
	Medium/practitioner
	Semi-structured interview
	T2/T4
	The participant emphasized that music, bodily movement, and the sequence of giá đồng help produce a felt transition from ordinary social space to sacred ritual space.
	Specific ritual details that could identify the practitioner are omitted.

	P03
	Believer/pilgrim
	Semi-structured interview
	T3/T4
	The participant associated ritual participation with emotional reassurance, gratitude, and renewed confidence in family and livelihood decisions.
	Identifying family circumstances removed.

	P04
	Temple/palace custodian
	Semi-structured interview
	T3/T6
	The participant noted that custodians and senior practitioners help maintain ritual order, correct inappropriate conduct, and distinguish ceremonial practice from mere public display.
	Exact site and role hierarchy removed.

	P05
	Ritual musician (cung văn)
	Semi-structured interview
	T2/T3
	The participant explained that chầu văn is not only accompaniment but also a ritual grammar guiding rhythm, embodiment, transitions, and collective attention.
	Training lineage and teacher names removed.

	P06
	Cultural administrator/heritage officer
	Semi-structured interview
	T5/T6
	The participant described heritage recognition as useful for cultural education, while also requiring stronger community-based norms to prevent simplification and over-commercialization.
	Institutional identifier removed.

	P07
	Cultural-tourism/event organizer
	Semi-structured interview
	T5/T6
	The participant discussed the need to differentiate ritual practice in sacred spaces from curated cultural presentations for wider audiences.
	Event names and organizer details omitted.

	P08
	Practitioner/apprentice
	Semi-structured interview
	T3
	The participant described learning through observation, repetition, mentorship, and correction rather than only through written instruction.
	Mentor and group identifiers removed.

	FG01
	Practitioner group
	Focus-group discussion
	T1/T3/T6
	Participants collectively stressed that sacred femininity is tied to care, protection, gratitude, and moral discipline, not simply to theatrical beauty or visual spectacle.
	Individual voices are merged to avoid attribution.

	FG02
	Mixed community group
	Focus-group discussion
	T5/T6
	Participants expressed concern that short online clips may transmit aesthetic elements while weakening contextual understanding of ritual ethics and sacred boundaries.
	Platform accounts and personal references removed.

	O01
	Temple/palace setting
	Participant observation
	T2/T3
	Observation recorded how changes in music, costume, color, gesture, and offerings structured participant attention and produced shared moments of reverence.
	Exact location and date are generalized.

	O02
	Pilgrimage/ritual setting
	Participant observation
	T3/T4
	Observation recorded forms of collective participation, including prayer, giving and receiving lộc, informal instruction, and mutual support among participants.
	Identifiable participant details removed.

	O03
	Urban ritual setting
	Participant observation
	T5/T6
	Observation noted the presence of visitors and mobile phones, creating a negotiated boundary between documentation, curiosity, reverence, and ritual privacy.
	Exact site, date, and individuals removed.

	O04
	Ritual preparation setting
	Participant observation
	T2/T3
	Observation recorded apprenticeship-like preparation: arranging offerings, costumes, props, musical coordination, and correction by experienced practitioners.
	Restricted preparatory details omitted.

	DM01
	Public digital content
	Digital media analysis
	DM1/DM5
	A public video/post documented chầu văn and ritual sequence in a way that could support learning but required contextual explanation to avoid reduction to performance alone.
	URL not reproduced to avoid amplifying sensitive ritual content.

	DM02
	Public digital content
	Digital media analysis
	DM2/DM4
	A heritage-oriented article framed Mother Goddess Worship as national intangible heritage and emphasized preservation, documentation, and responsible promotion.
	Public source category retained; no personal account cited.

	DM03
	Public digital content
	Digital media analysis
	DM3/DM6
	Audience comments showed mixed reception: admiration for color and music alongside confusion over sacred meaning, indicating the need for interpretive mediation.
	Usernames and comment text paraphrased.

	DOC01
	Policy/heritage document
	Document analysis
	T5/T6
	Documentary materials supported the interpretation that heritage governance expands recognition while introducing questions about authenticity, regulation, and community authority.
	No restriction; public document category.



S8. Data inventory and restriction register
	Material type
	Description
	Provision in this file
	Access/restriction status

	Anonymized interview summaries
	Processed qualitative summaries from semi-structured interviews
	Included in S7 as anonymized evidence summaries
	Public supplementary file/peer review

	Semi-structured interview guide
	Questions and topic areas used for interviews
	Included in S2
	Public supplementary file

	Participant-observation protocol
	Observation domains and field-note structure
	Included in S3
	Public supplementary file

	Focus-group protocol
	Moderation procedure and discussion stages
	Included in S4
	Public supplementary file

	Digital media coding framework
	Codes DM1-DM6 and operational descriptions
	Included in S5
	Public supplementary file

	Thematic codebook
	Codes T1-T6, definitions and evidence types
	Included in S6
	Public supplementary file

	Raw audio recordings
	Original audio data from interviews/focus groups was collected
	Not included
	Restricted; not publicly available due to consent and confidentiality

	Full verbatim transcripts
	Full raw transcripts that may contain identifying details
	Not included
	Restricted; available only if ethically approved and with appropriate safeguards

	Unredacted field notes
	Full field notes with exact sites, dates, access conditions, and identifiable contexts
	Not included
	Restricted; not publicly available due to sacred-site and participant confidentiality

	Exact site-identifying details
	Names of sensitive temples/palaces, private shrines, ritual lineages, and personal networks
	Not included
	Restricted; removed to protect community privacy and sacred boundaries



Ethical Access Condition
Access to restricted materials requires a written academic request, institutional affiliation, and agreement not to redistribute culturally sensitive ritual information. Any additional access must comply with informed consent conditions, participant confidentiality obligations, and community-based ethical restrictions.
S9. Alignment between manuscript findings and supplementary evidence
	Manuscript finding
	Supplementary support

	Finding the area in the manuscript
	Supporting supplementary material

	Construction of sacred femininity through Mother Goddess symbols, color systems, costume, ritual body, and sacred space
	S2 interview questions on sacred femininity and ritual performance; S3 observation protocol; S6 codes T1-T2; S7 entries P01, P02, P05, O01

	Mediumship ceremony as ritual performance, community pedagogy, emotional support, and cultural continuity
	S2 questions on ritual performance/community identity; S3 observation domains; S4 focus-group protocol; S6 codes T2-T4; S7 entries P05, P08, FG01, O02, O04

	Globalization and digital media are both diffusion channels and sources of tension
	S5 media coding framework; S6 codes T5-T6; S7 entries P06, P07, FG02, DM01-DM03, DOC01

	Community governance, moral economy, women’s soft power, and institutional linkages as factors in vitality/adaptability
	S2 questions on preservation and commercialization; S4 validation procedure; S6 codes T3, T5, T6; S7 entries P03, P04, P06, FG01, DOC01

	Four-dimensional interpretive matrix for cross-cultural comparison
	S6 analytical procedure; S7 processed evidence categories; Appendix tables in the manuscript



Recommended revised data availability statement
The datasets and supporting materials generated and analyzed during the current study are available for editorial assessment and peer-review purposes as supplementary documentation and, where necessary, upon reasonable request under ethical restrictions. The shared supplementary materials include the semi-structured interview guide, participant-observation protocol, focus-group discussion procedure, digital media-content coding framework, thematic codebook, analytical procedure, processed anonymized qualitative evidence log, data inventory, and documentation of access restrictions. Because the study involves human participants, sacred ritual practices, and culturally sensitive community-based religious activities, raw audio recordings, full verbatim transcripts, personally identifiable information, exact site-identifying details, and unredacted field notes are not publicly available. Access to additional anonymized materials for scholarly verification may be considered in accordance with ethical approval requirements, confidentiality obligations, and informed consent conditions.
Recommended response to the editor
Thank you for noting that the materials mentioned in the Data Availability statement were not included in the supplementary files. We have addressed this issue by uploading a revised dedicated supplementary file. The revised file now contains the data-collection instruments, participant-observation protocol, focus-group procedure, digital media-content coding framework, thematic codebook, analytical procedure, processed anonymized qualitative evidence log, data inventory, and a clear restriction register explaining which materials are publicly shared and which materials cannot be disclosed for ethical reasons. We have also clarified that raw recordings, full transcripts, unredacted field notes, exact site-identifying details, and identifiable ritual-lineage information cannot be made publicly available because of participant confidentiality and the culturally sensitive nature of the research. Processed anonymized materials are now provided in the supplementary documentation for editorial and peer-review verification, and additional anonymized materials may be provided subject to ethical restrictions and informed consent conditions.
