Box 1: Roles

History-taker: takes a hypothesis-driven history from patient, helped by facilitator 

Question recorder: records every question asked during history

Differential trackers (remaining students): have a list of differentials and ‘rule-out’ differentials as history progresses. Can liaise with history taker throughout, to help target questions and guide history
Phase 1 – Pre Session

Identify suitable patient
Take history from patient
Consent patient and ward staff for bedside teaching
Phase 2 – Pre Brief

Revise key concepts of hypothesis-driven history 

Introduce patient’s presenting complain to students

Discuss potential differentials and key differences between them, and useful questions for the history

 Allocate roles (See Box 1)
Phase 3 – History

One student takes history, guided by facilitator, in an hypothesis-driven way

Facilitator can probe with questions such as ‘why are you asking that?’

Once differential trackers have only 2-3 differentials remaining, history concludes
Phase 4 – Debrief 

Discuss what questions were asked, liaising with the question recorder, and each question’s usefulness

Using remaining differentials, create Venn Diagrams to highlight similarities and differences between them, and use these to create a diagnostic plan

Answer any questions, and offer to complete relevant WPBA

