Additional File 1: Topic Guide
Factors related to unsafe work behaviors among EVS workers in the COVID-19 era
Note: This topic guide is indicative 
Introduction:
· Thank you for participating
· Self-introduction  
· Introduce the study
· Talk about key points:
· duration of the interview 
· interview like a discussion, but will cover key topics
· no correct or incorrect answers 
· voluntary participation, rights to withdraw
· Confidentiality and anonymity, how to disclose findings
· Questions?
· Ready to continue? Sign a form of consent

START RECORDING








Topic 1- Respondent profile
· To begin with, tell me about yourself and your work here
· Tell me about your specific tasks in the hospital
· How long have you worked here?
Topic 2- Occupational strain and health
· Do you find that the demands of the work affect health? What kind of effect, if so? 
· Are there are unique elements of the job that you would consider detrimental to wellbeing?
· Are there periods or days during the job when you feel really tired? [Emotionally / physically]
· How would you describe the conditions at work?
Topic 3- Perceptions of safety at work
· How do you see the safety situation, in the workplace, in the COVID-19 era? 
· Have you specifically experienced occupational incidents (illness, injury, accident)? Or have you seen incidents involving your office colleagues in the recent past?
· What are the major contributing factors to the occurrence of such incidents?
Topic 4- Attitudes and beliefs about safe work practices
· Do you think that there is a link between safe work behaviors and workplace illnesses, incidents, and injuries?
· Do you think you have a good chance of contracting an illness like COVID-19 in your daily work activities?
· Does the thought of workplace illness, and/or injury concern you?
· Do you think that there is a link between safe work behaviors and learning?
Topic 5- Safety Information
· How well informed do you feel about what type of work behavior works in hospitals to improve the health and wellbeing of staff?
· Where do people get information about safe workplace behaviors?
· What messages do individuals get about safe behaviors?
· How do they get these messages?
· What effect does this have on people?
Topic 6- Looking to the future…
· Tell me about how you think work behaviors can be improved
Closing
· Anything to add? Anything that you feel is missing?
· Any questions?
· Copy of interview transcript?
· Summary of results from the study?
·  Thank you very much!
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