Supplemental material
Parsimonious analysis of confounders effects on the self-perceived influence of OPOCUS on clinical decision making

Using the DAG, we identified all the unblocked paths that linked the outcome (decision-making) with the exposure (GUSI vs. OJT). Two plausible pathways through which training modality could influence decision-making ability were identified:- (1) by providing the technical knowhow to identify pregnancy complications early, and (2) by increasing HCP’s confidence in the accuracy of their obstetric assessments.
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Supplemental Figure 1: Directed Acyclic Graph (DAG) 
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The broken line represents the hypothesized relationship under investigation. while the solid lines represent potential causal paths. Using the DAG, we identified all the unblocked
paths that linked the outcome (decision-making) with the exposure (GUSI vs. OJT). For example, the backdoor path decision-making ~r mentoring = training suggests that to
obtain an unbiased relationship between training and decision making. mentoring should be adjusted. However, the path mentoring ~> confidence level ~» cadre ~» training is
blocked at the confidence level. The DAG shows confidence level is a potential mediator in the causal pathway between training and decision making.





