Appendix A. Illustrative threshold calibration across two Sudanese contexts

The thresholds in Table 1 are intentionally heuristic rather than universal. Their practical value depends on context-specific calibration against baseline system capacity, conflict intensity, territorial fragmentation, and the distribution of authority. Two stylized Sudanese scenarios illustrate the point.
A.1 Besieged Darfur locality.
In a locality characterized by active siege, intermittent shelling, mass recent displacement, and severe restrictions on partner movement, a threshold such as “more than 20% of planned sessions cancelled” may indicate degraded but still partially intact safe access if baseline access is already highly constrained. In the same context, a referral pathway with delayed feedback may still count as degraded continuity rather than collapse if communication outages and road insecurity make immediate follow-up impossible. Public duty-bearing might be judged intact only at a minimal level if any recognized local authority remains involved in referral or oversight, even symbolically, because the baseline institutional environment is itself exceptionally compromised.
A.2 Relatively more stable northern or riverine locality.
In a locality with lower levels of active violence, more stable displacement patterns, and fewer communication constraints, the same indicators would be interpreted differently. More than 20% cancellation of planned activities could plausibly indicate serious degradation, because the contextual expectation of continuity is higher. Referral pathways without timely feedback would be more difficult to justify as merely degraded if infrastructure and movement conditions permit more regular follow-up. Likewise, weak public duty-bearing in this setting may signal a stronger degree of substitution because institutional participation would be more feasible than in a besieged area.
The lesson is not that thresholds should be endlessly relativized. Rather, thresholds should be calibrated by asking what minimum continuity is realistically possible under the specific conditions of the locality, and what loss of function would meaningfully indicate that children are no longer protected by a system, even if some services remain visible.

