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Table 1: Breakdown of the corpus by year

Year No. of documents No. of words Mean article length in
words

2019 22 123,250 5602.273

2020 31 247,895 7996.613

2021 42 294,419 7009.976

2022 53 401,225 7570.283

2023 50 462,158 9243.16

2024 9 81,090 9010

Total 207 1,610,037 7771.957





image2.png
Table 2: word sketch of institution and people (logDice >=8)

Social actor Modifiers of X Ns modified by X  Verbs with X as Verbs with X as
subject object

University UK, first, lead community, do, have, recognise,  commit, rank,
research- operation, staff, offer, work, be, assess, attend, be,
intensive, life, campus, produce, rank, recognise, accredit
participating, ranking, estate, participate,
top, partner, policy, department,  continue, take,
vegan-friendly,  partner, sector, make, hold, own,
London, representative, support,
Modern experience

Staff FTE, member, travel, commute, join, encourage, engage,
professional, network, induction,  complete, volunteer,  help, allow,
academic, FTE, survey, make, receive, take,  employ, enable,
service, wellbeing, training, use, return, support, ask,
university, cycle, team purchase, involve, educate,
Senior, Support, undertake, attend, sign, train,
many, teaching, engage, view, work,  empower, provide,
catering have, travel appoint

Student Undergraduate,  engagement, commute, take, help, support,
postgraduate, experience, have, complete, engage, enable,
Westminster, accommodation, learn, be, volunteer,  encourage, allow,
law, PhD, year, travel, volunteer, travel, organise, equip, provide,
female, number, body, study, live, give, empower,
international, population, switch,  undertake, work, involve, inspire,

new, university,
school, Bangor,
current

society, community,
FTE,
representative,
group, voice

receive, participate,
attend, gain, face,
experience, come,
develop

offer, introduce,
prepare, train,
bring, ensure,
invite, connect

e All the collocates are ranked by its LogDice score which indicates the typicality or strength of the
collocation. A higher score indicates a stronger bond between the two words. We chose collocates with
LogDice no smaller than 8.
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Table 3: Image construction of UNIVERSITY

Theme Sub-theme Collocates
Environmentally Recognition of universities’ role in partner, do, has, recognise, be, participate, make,
conscientious UN SDG support, commit,

Socially responsible

Ethical employer

Aspirational and committed

Inclusive and collected

Leadership and excellence

Collaborative and
collective efforts

Recognition of university's role in net
Zero

Student: scholarships and wellbeing
services

Staff: Flexible working arrangements,
EDI programmes

Community: Supporting grassroots
environmental groups

Divest from fossil fuel companies
Fairtrade university

Recognise union rights

Community and people
Experience and culture
Leadership in sustainability

Academic excellence

Sector-wide and international
partnership

sector, UK, has, recognise, continue, commit,

has, offer, be, attend
has, staff, commit, offer, rank, be, support,

support, community

do, has, commit
vegan-friendly, be, continue, hold, accredit

recognise

do, has, work, be, participate, continue, support,
commit,

community, staff,

life, experience, campus

rank, sector, representative, first, UK, leading

first, UK, leading, research-intensive, top,

partner, sector, representative, participating, has,
continue
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Table 4: University’s sustainability efforts

Theme

Collocates

Facilities and campus operations

Sustainability education and research

EDI and wellbeing services

Sustainability governance

Operation, estate, policy, campus, department,
representative, London, do, has,

leading, research-intensive, top, has, offer,
continue, support, recognise, accredit

policy, do, has, recognise, offer, be, take, support

rank, hold, own, assess, recognise, accredit,
policy, operation, department, has, work, be
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Table 5: Actions represented by staff and students in university sustainability reporting

Staff's actions represented in reports

Theme Sub-theme Collocates
Travel Travel sustainably or sustainable travel related, commute, join, make, receive, use,
e.g., travel survey return, purchase, undertake, work,
travel
Training Complete sustainability training join, complete, take, undertake, attend,
have
Curriculum Embed sustainability in teaching or conduct have, work
and research  sustainability research
Events and Participate in university sustainability activities, attend, engage, have
initiatives events
Other activities (e.g., record species, clean local ~ work, undertake
beach)
University Enjoy university services and facilities (e.g., make, receive, take, travel, return,
affordances flexible working, bike hire, seasonal bus tickets) purchase

Student's actions represented in reports

Theme Explanation Collocates

Travel Travel sustainably or sustainable travel related, commute, take, travel, complete
e.g., travel survey

Training Sustainability/carbon literacy training take, have, receive, attend, come

Governance Paid role in sustainability team or sustainability  take, participate

audit
Curriculum Undertake placement or modules, courses on take, complete, learn, undertake, study,
and sustainability develop
education

Interact with industry partners, creative writers  participate

Gain employment, transferrable skills gain, develop
Research Work on sustainability projects (biodiversity, work, have, develop

food, procurement)

Participate in academic conferences participate, attend
Events and Participate in university sustainability activities, take, have, learn, volunteer , organise,
initiatives events attend, participate

Join climate protests have

Other activities (e.g., plant trees, record species,  have, fight, are
clean local beach)





