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	Some Author Names provided in the submission system are not provided in the manuscript (Siyanda Mluleki Kenneth Cele). Please ensure that the information in the manuscript and submission system is identical, including author order.
	Thank you for highlighting this inconsistency. The manuscript has been revised to ensure that the author information is now fully aligned with the details provided in the submission system. The full author name “Siyanda Mluleki Kenneth Cele” has been correctly included in the manuscript, and consistency has been ensured in terms of spelling and author order across both the manuscript and the submission platform
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	Please provide a Clinical Trial Number in the manuscript. If not applicable, please state the following in the manuscript: ‘Clinical trial number: not applicable.’
	Clinical Trial Number: Not applicable. This study does not involve a clinical trial or any medical intervention and therefore does not have a clinical trial registration number. The research is a qualitative study based on UNISA registered students who are incarceration and a focus group discussion was conducted. Ethical approval was obtained from the University of South Africa Ethics Committee (reference number: 6920), and permission was granted by the relevant education authorities. All ethical requirements, including informed consent, confidentiality, and voluntary participation, were strictly adhered to in line with institutional guidelines for non-clinical human research.
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	Ethics, Consent to Participate, and Consent to Publish declarations missing. Please ensure that all the necessary declarations are listed in the manuscript. Please refer to the submission guidelines for more information. If not applicable, please provide the following declaration in the manuscript: ‘Ethics, Consent to Participate, and Consent to Publish declarations: not applicable.


	Reviewer Comment: Ethics, Consent to Participate, and Consent to Publish declarations missing. Please ensure that all the necessary declarations are listed in the manuscript. If not applicable, please provide the required statement in the manuscript.
Response: Thank you for this important comment. The manuscript has been revised to include all the required ethical declarations as per the journal guidelines. A detailed section on Ethics Approval and Consent to Participate has been added, indicating that ethical clearance was obtained from the University of South Africa Ethics Committee (Ethical clearance number: 6920), and permission was granted by the DCS. A Consent to Publish statement has been included, confirming that informed consent was obtained from all participants prior to data collection. All participants were assured of confidentiality, anonymity, and their right to withdraw from the study at any stage.
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