Supplementary Table S3.
	Variable
	Copper deficiency (N=10)
	Control (N=20)

	Age (years)
	68.8 ± 17.6
	68.6 ± 14.1

	Male sex, n (%)
	6/10 (60.0%)
	11/20 (55.0%)

	Dialysis vintage (months)
	67.5 (46.0–99.3)
	44.5 (32.3–90.0)

	Hemoglobin (g/dL)
	9.44 ± 1.49
	11.1 ± 1.0

	ERI (IU/kg/week/g/dL)
	25.6 (20.4–29.4)
	8.67 (5.0–14.3)

	Serum copper (µg/dL)
	50.5 (39.0–58.8)
	91.0 (84.0–104.3)

	Serum zinc (µg/dL)
	47.0 (41.3–51.3)
	56.5 (52.0–61.3)

	TSAT (%)
	15.5 (11.3–18.3)
	22.0 (19.5–28.3)

	Ferritin (ng/mL)
	59.7 (36.8–144.8)
	84.8 (54.4–123.0)

	CRP (mg/dL)
	0.08 (0.04 – 0.53)
	0.03（0.01–0.11）

	Albumin (g/dL)
	3.35（2.54–3.50
	3.65（3.35–3.85）

	BMI (kg/m²)
	18.3 (17.1–19.8)
	22.1 (20.2–23.7)

	History of gastrectomy, n (%)
	1/10 (10.0%)
	0/20 (0.0%)

	Zinc supplementation, n (%)
	5/10 (50.0%)
	4/20 (20.0%)

	Total risk score (points)
	2.0 (2.00–3.0)
	0.0 (0.0–1.0)



