Appendix
Table A1. Covariate Balance: Full versus Sub-component Analytic Sample
Under the zero-fill convention for TAP (see Section 3.2), the full analytic sample (N = 713) and the sub-component analytic sample (N = 713) are identical by construction: all 31 countries × 23 years (2001–2023) contribute complete observations. The table below reports sample means and standard deviations for all key covariates in each sample. As both samples coincide, means and SDs are identical and mean-difference t-tests have p-values of 1.00, confirming the absence of any differential sample selection between the two estimation samples.
Table A1. Covariate Balance Check
	Variable
	Full Mean
	Full SD
	Restr. Mean
	Restr. SD
	Diff p

	EFW (overall)
	7.623
	0.424
	7.623
	0.424
	1.00

	Radical right vote share
	11.673
	13.446
	11.673
	13.446
	1.00

	Radical left vote share
	6.207
	9.373
	6.207
	9.373
	1.00

	Judicial constraints (JC)
	0.902
	0.083
	0.902
	0.083
	1.00

	GDP growth (%)
	2.331
	3.779
	2.331
	3.779
	1.00

	Log GDP per capita
	10.720
	0.416
	10.720
	0.416
	1.00

	EU member (share)
	0.822
	0.383
	0.822
	0.383
	1.00

	Observations
	713
	
	713
	
	

	Countries
	31
	
	31
	
	


Note: Both samples are identical under the TAP zero-fill convention. Diff p = Welch two-sample t-test p-value. Sources: TAP; Fraser Institute EFW 2025; V-Dem v16; World Bank WDI.

