Table 1: Clinical characteristics of COPD patients, asthma patients, smoking, and non-smoking control groups.
	
	Non-smoking
n=10
	Asthma
n=10
	COPD
n=10
	Smoking
n=10
	p value


	Female sex N, (%)
	5 (50)
	5 (50)
	5 (50)
	5 (50)
	

	Age * (years)
	49.1 (10.9) a
	47.2  (13.7) a
	65.2 (8.1) b
	54.3 (12.9) a, b
	0.006*

	BMI* (kg/m2)
	26.7 (1.9) a
	23.3 (3.3) a, b
	21.6 (3.5) b
	25.1 (3.7) a, b
	0.009*

	Never smokers (N)
	10/10
	10/10
	0/10
	0/10
	

	Former smokers (N)
	0/10
	0/10
	7/10
	1/10
	

	Active smokers (N)
	N/A
	N/A
	3/10
	9/10
	

	Smoking history*** 
(years)
	N/A
	N/A
	40,0
(35.2- 44.2)
	32.0
(24.5 – 48.0)
	0.425

	Smoking history*** 
(Pack-year)
	N/A
	N/A
	40.0
(38.2 – 67.0)
	39.0
(24.5 – 69.0)
	0.622

	CRP** (mg/l)
	3.0 (3.0 – 4.0)
	3.0 (3.0 – 3.0)
	3.5(3.0 –10.0)
	3.0(3.0 – 7.5)
	0.075

	Alfa1 antitrypsin**
(mg/dl)
	121.5
(104.5-132.2)
	114.5
(103.7-127.2)
	146.5
(129.5 -168.2)
	133.0
(112.5-148.5)
	0.053

	Homocysteine**
(mmol/l)
	9.4 a, b
(8.6 – 10.9)
	8.2a
(7.4 – 9.7)
	11.4b
(9.7 – 14.5)
	11.4 a, b
(6.4 – 20.2)
	0.047**

	Blood eosinophil** (cells/mm3)
	127 a
(104 – 175)
	299b
(187 – 324)
	173a,b
(116 – 255)
	189 b
(139 – 262)
	0.016**

	Serum total IgE**
(KU/l)
	29.0 a
(10.7 – 59.0)
	119.5 b
(67.8 – 357.0)
	44.8 a, c
(20.2 – 101.7)
	84.5 b, c
(47.2 –206.5)
	0.002**

	FEV1 /FVC**
	85.0 a
(81.7 – 87.2)
	75.5 b
(54.2 – 82.0)
	45.0 c
(37.0 – 57.0)
	78.5 b
(75.7 – 83.2)
	0.000**

	FEV1 /FVC**
(% Predicted)
	103.0 a
(101.5 – 108.2)
	88.5 b
(69.0 – 96.2)
	57.5 c
(46.2 – 72.0)
	99.5 d
(93.7 – 102.0)
	0.000**

	FEV1 /CVL**
	84.0 a
(80.0 – 89.0)
	77.0 b
(56.5 – 80.0)
	43.0 c
(33.7 – 53.0)
	77.0 a, b
(74.7 – 84.2)
	0.000**

	FEV1 * (L)
	3.20 a (0.66)
	2.18 b (0.94)
	1.31 c (0.66)
	2.92 a, b (0.48)
	0.000*

	FEV1 *
(% Predicted)
	102.1a (15.1)
	69.4 b (24.1)
	48.9 b (15.0)
	93.7 a (15.2)
	0.000 *

	FEV1 /FVC 
Post BD*

	88.0 a
(85.0 – 91.2)
	78.5 b
(59.5 – 84.5)
	50.0 c
(37.7 – 59.7)
	82.5 b
(76.2 – 86.0)
	0.000*

	FEV1 /FVC
Post BD**
(% Predicted)
	109.0 a
(105.0 – 111.5)
	95.5 b
(75.7 – 101.7)
	63.5 c
(48.5 – 75.0)
	102.0 d
(98.0 – 106.0)
	0.000**

	FEV1 Post BD**
(L)
	3.38 a
(2.52 – 3.97)
	2.84 a, b
(1.59 – 3.08)
	1.28 b
(1.10 – 1.48)
	2.89 a
(2.56 – 3.55)
	0.002**

	FEV1 Post BD*
(% Predicted)
	104.2 a (15.9)
	78.3 b (23.8)
	54.7 c (13.5)

	96.8 a, b (16.9)
	0.000*

	 FEV1  ** (ml)
	57.5
(-12.5-200.0)
	250.0
(67.5- 467.5)
	150.0
(97.5 – 172.5)
	105.0
(20.0 – 162.5)
	0.177


Data were shown as mean (SD), median (interquartile range-IQR), or number (p-value <0.05).
(*) ANOVA and Tukey test; (**) Kruskal Wallis test and Mann Whitney U test; (***) Mann-Whitney U test.  BMI- Body mass index; CRP – C Reactive Protein; IgE- serum immunoglobulin E; FVC- Forced Vital Capacity; FEV1 – Forced Expiratory Volume in first second;  FEV1- variation in FEV1 before and after 400 µcg salbutamol; BD – bronchodilator.
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