To the Editor
Acta Parasitologica
Dear colleagues:
Thanks for your message related with the manuscript entitled “Cytochemical localization of ZIO-stained compartments in Trypanosoma cruzi and Toxoplasma gondii”. Please find attached a revised version where we made changes in view of the relevant suggestions made by the reviewers, as discussed below.
Reviewer 1.
1. We examined epimastigotes cells. Certainly, the cell cycle is highly dynamic, and the cells are not synchronized. Therefore, changes may occur, especially in the Golgi complex, that may explain the changes in the labeling pattern of this organelle. This point is now discussed in the revised version.
2. We accepted the suggestion to remove the data for Toxoplasma gondii.
3. The comments made in the text were considered and small changes were made in the introduction and materials and methods sections.

Reviewer 2.
1. We agree that the manuscript is purely qualitative, as expected in all cytochemical techniques based on increase in electron density of the positively stained cell structures. 
2. We agree with the comment made related to the abstract section and we added additional information.
3. As suggested, we added new comments on the introduction section to justify the use of the ZIO technique.
4. In relation to the Results section, we now make it clear that the staining methodology used resulted from several experimental attempts using different fixative conditions. As explained above, the methodology does not allow precise quantitative analysis. In addition, variations in labeling patterns may be due to different planes of sections, a point that is under analysis by three-dimensional reconstruction of the labeled cells using focused ion beam (FIB) technique.  
5. As suggested by the editor and some reviewers, we decided to take out the portion related to Toxoplasma gondii.

Reviewer 3.
1. The text was revised using two different programs.
2. Since this is a short paper, we decided to put Results and Discussion together.
3. We agree that that this is a descriptive account as expected from a cytochemical analysis based on a “staining approach”, still useful in the present days as shown in this manuscript.
4. In view of the lack of biochemical information, at present it is still not possible to advance in further discussion on the heterogenous labeling of some structures. We hope to advance in this area in the next few years.  
We hope we have addressed all relevant questions raised by the reviewers.
Sincerely yours
Wanderley de Souza

 
