Table 3. Effect of thermal control system and parity on feed intake and body reserve dynamics during the gestation–lactation transition
	Indicator
	Manual thermal control (MTC)
	
	Automated thermal control (ATC)
	SEM*
	p–value

	
	Overall mean
	Parity
	
	Overall mean
	Parity
	
	

	
	
	1
	2
	≥3
	
	
	1
	2
	≥3
	
	TC
	P
	TC×P

	Sows (n)
	70
	24
	19
	27
	
	70
	21
	28
	23
	--
	--
	--
	--

	DFI day 85–115 (kg)
	2.839
	2.972
	2.824
	2.855
	
	2.930
	2.994
	2.893
	2.910
	0.024
	0.1260
	0.1142
	0.5762

	Sow body weight (kg)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Day 85 of gestation
	225.43
	213.36a
	222.57b
	240.35c
	
	227.85
	219.60a
	229.84b
	234.11c
	7.679
	0.5308
	0.0009
	0.3851

	Farrowing
	258.14
	242.59a
	256.42b
	275.42c
	
	263.29
	255.59a
	262.23b
	272.06c
	7.645
	0.2280
	0.0018
	0.2587

	Backfat thickness (mm)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Day 85 of gestation
	17.61
	15.96
	18.87
	18.11
	
	17.15
	16.09
	17.76
	17.60
	1.323
	0.5262
	0.1264
	0.2148

	Farrowing
	18.76
	16.82
	20.20
	19.25
	
	18.34
	17.51
	18.92
	18.60
	1.307
	0.5673
	0.0972
	0.1964

	Estimated protein mass, (kg)A
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Day 85 of gestation
	36.54
	34.94a
	35.61a
	39.06b
	
	37.12
	36.01a
	37.28b
	38.09b
	1.390
	0.4484
	0.0194
	0.1739

	Farrowing
	41.97
	38.85a
	41.19ab
	44.87b
	
	43.02b
	41.49b
	42.66b
	44.45b
	1.767
	0.2891
	0.0289
	0.2274

	Estimated fat mass, (kg)B
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Day 85 of gestation
	46.87
	41.99a
	47.91b
	50.70b
	
	46.78
	43.55a
	48.03b
	48.76b
	2.574
	0.8525
	0.0195
	0.1170

	Farrowing
	55.61
	49.60a
	57.16b
	60.06b
	
	56.19
	53.40c
	56.73b
	58.41b
	2.734
	0.7054
	0.0115
	0.0946


TC: thermal control; P: parity; DFI: daily feed intake.
APrediction equation from Dourmad et al. (1997): .
BPrediction equation from Dourmad et al. (1997): .
Different superscripts (a, b, c) indicate significant differences (p < 0.05) within a row.
*Maximum standard error.

