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[bookmark: _GoBack]Online Resource 4 The median and minimum and maximum ranges of growth rate (widths and heights) of the control and treatments fragments for each study period on the crests at Playa Baracoa (PB), Rincón de Guanabo (RG) and La Puntica (LP). When the value is zero, no growth was detected, whereas when it is negative, there was a decrease in size. N-value represents the number of total fragments measured for each time point.
	Crests
	Treatment
	Time (days)
	N
	Width
(cm/day)
	Range
(min, max)
	Height
(cm/day)
	Range (min,max)

	








PB
	
Control
	90
	6
	  0.003
	-0.003, 0.006
	0.01
	0.001, 0.02

	
	
	180
	3
	0.01
	 0.002, 0.03
	0.03
	0, 0.03

	
	
	370
	4
	  0.003
	    0, 0.01
	0.007
	-0.005, 0.02

	
	
P. astreoides
	90
	   4
	   0.01
	      0.003, 0.017
	0.005
	0.002, 0.016

	
	
	180
	   5
	  -0.001
	      -0.01, 0.006
	0.004
	-0.02, 0.02

	
	
	370
	   4
	   -0.0005
	   -0.0016, 0.005
	0.001
	-0.005, 0.008

	
	   M. complanata
	 90
	   3
	   -0.001
	     -0.014, 0.006
	0.002
	0.01, 0.009

	
	
	180
	   0
	  -
	-
	-
	-

	
	
	370
	   0
	  -
	-
	-
	-

	
	
Sargassum
	90
	   2
	  0.02
	  0.009, 0.02
	0.02
	0.01, 0.02

	
	
	180
	   5
	  0.02
	-0.006, 0.03
	0.02
	0.01, 0.04

	
	
	370
	4
	      0.0005
	 -0.002, 0.002
	-0.003
	-0.02, 0.007

	
	
Cladophora
	90
	6
	0.01
	 0.009, 0.02
	0.01
	0.01, 0.03

	
	
	180
	5
	0.003
	 0.001, 0.02
	0.01
	0, 0.03

	
	
	370
	1
	0.007
	-
	0.007
	-

	






RG
	
Control
	80
	4
	-0.02
	  -0.03, -0.01
	-0.01
	-0.02, 0.05

	
	
	170
	4
	0.02
	  0.01, 0.04
	0.03
	0.001, 0.03

	
	
	320
	0
	    -
	
	-
	

	
	
P. astreoides
	80
	4
	 -0.02
	  -0.04, 0.008
	0.0006
	-0.01, 0.02

	
	
	170
	4
	  0.02
	  -0.01, 0.03
	-0.003
	-0.01, 0.03

	
	
	320
	2
	  0.008
	  0.003, 0.01
	0.02
	0.02

	
	
M. complanata
	80
	6
	  -0.01
	  -0.02, 0.006
	-0.004
	-0.03, 0.03

	
	
	170
	4
	       0.008
	  0.001, 0.01
	0.006
	0, 0.01

	
	
	320
	0
	    -
	              -
	-
	           -

	
	Dictyota
	80
	6
	  0.001
	   -0.03, 0.008
	0.009
	-0.02, 0.02

	
	
	170
	4
	  0.03
	  0.002, 0.02
	0.02
	-0.004, 0.04

	
	
	320
	0
	    -
	              -
	-
	             -

	
	Stypopodium
	80
	6
	 -0.01
	 -0.02, 0.03
	-0.01
	-0.03, 0.04

	
	
	170
	6
	  0.02
	    0, 0.04
	0.002
	-0.03, 0.04

	
	
	320
	4
	 -0.002
	  -0.01, 0.002
	0.006
	0.002, 0.007

	
	Cladophora
	80
	7
	 -0.005
	 -0.02, 0.01
	-0.01
	-0.04, 0.01

	
	
	170
	3
	  0.008
	 0.006, 0.01
	0.01
	0.01, 0.02

	
	
	320
	0
	  -
	-
	-
	-

	






LP
	Control
	50
	3
	  0
	 -0.006, 0.006
	0.002
	0.002

	
	
	170
	3
	  0.003
	     0, 0.008
	-0.009
	-0.01, 0.008

	
	
	292
	2
	  0.01
	 0.009, 0.01
	0.02
	0.009, 0.03

	
	
	423
	2
	  -0.001
	     -0.002, 0
	0.003
	0.002, 0.005

	
	P. astreoides
	50
	6
	  0.002
	-0.006, 0.01
	0.002
	-0.004, 0.01

	
	
	170
	8
	  0.003
	  0, 0.005
	0.003
	-0.02, 0.009

	
	
	292
	7
	  0.003
	 0, 0.01
	0.003
	-0.005, 0.01

	
	
	423
	7
	  0.005
	-0.007, 0.01
	0.003
	-0.01, 0.02

	
	M. complanata
	50
	5
	  0.002
	0, 0.01
	0.002
	-0.002, 0.004

	
	
	170
	5
	  0.003
	 -0.004, 0.009
	0.0006
	-0.01, 0.01

	
	
	292
	2
	  0.0008
	 -0.004, 0.006
	0.007
	0.004, 0.01

	
	
	423
	3
	  0.002
	-0.002, 0.02
	0.004
	-0.007, 0.05

	
	
Palythoa
	50
	5
	  0.001
	-0.004, 0.008
	-0.002
	-0.002, 0.002

	
	
	170
	5
	  0.002
	-0.003, 0.008
	0.003
	-0.01, 0.01

	
	
	292
	2
	  0.004
	0.002, 0.006
	-0.0004
	-0.0008, 0

	
	
	423
	4
	  0.005
	-0.0008, 0.009
	0.009
	-0.0008, 0.03



