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	Treatment
	Height (cm) 
	Width (cm) 

	
	Control
	3.2 ± 0.9
	3.3 ± 0.7

	
	PAST
	2.8 ± 0.8
	3.1 ± 1.3

	PB
	MCOM
	2.5 ± 0.7
	2.9 ± 1.7

	
	CLA
	3.3 ± 0.9
	2.9 ± 0.5

	
	SAR
	2.9 ± 0.9
	3.3 ± 1

	p-value
	
	K-W, X2 = 3.3,
df = 4, p = 0.5
	K-W, X2 = 3,
df = 4, p = 0.6

	
	Control
	2.7 ± 0.9
	3.2 ± 0.7

	
	PAST
	2.5 ± 0.7
	2.8 ± 1.1

	
	MCOM
	2 ± 0.5
	2.3 ± 0.8

	RG
	CLA
	2.5 ± 1.2
	2.1 ± 0.8

	
	DIC
	2.9 ± 1.3
	3.3 ± 1.2

	
	STY
	3.1 ± 1
	2.7 ± 0.6

	p-value
	
	K-W, X2 = 7.3,
df = 5, p = 0.2
	ANOVA, 
F = 1.9, p = 0.1

	
	Control
	3.5 ± 0.9
	2.3 ± 0.8

	
	PAST
	3.2 ± 1.1
	2.3 ± 0.6

	LP
	MCOM
	3.5 ± 1.5
	2.3 ± 0.4

	
	PAL
	2.6 ± 0.6
	2.3 ± 0.3

	p-value
	
	ANOVA,
F = 0.9, p = 0.4
	ANOVA,
F = 0.004, p = 1
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Online Resource 2 Initial mean sizes (± Standard deviation (SD)) of the control and treatment (PAST: Porites astreoides, MCOM: Millepora complanata, CLA: Cladophora sp., SAR: Sargassum polyceratium, DIC: Dictyota sp., STY: Stypopodium zonale and PAL: Palythoa caribaeorum) fragments on the crests at Playa Baracoa (PB), Rincón de Guanabo (RG) and La Puntica (LP). The p-value < 0.05 indicates significant differences among control and treatments.
 













