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[bookmark: _Ref158112202]Table 3: Overview of constructs and their corresponding items, including references for those items derived from literature. The means and standard deviations were calculated based on five-point Likert scales and correspond to the cleaned dataset after inversion of the items. Loadings correspond to the final model. I= inverted; R= removed
	Item
	
	Question
	Comment
	Mean ± SD
	Loading

	Env1
	
	The developments in the natural environment affect our firm’s business activities.
	
	3.44 ± 1.17
	0.619

	Env2
	
	The financial well-being of our firm depends on the state of the natural environment.
	
	3.46 ± 1.04
	0.889

	Env3
	
	Environmental preservation is vital to our firm’s survival.
	
	3.65 ± 1.20
	0.898

	Env4
	
	External stakeholders such as customers or investors expect our firm to preserve the environment.
	
	3.82 ± 1.11
	0.576

	Sust1
	
	Aquaponics is more sustainable than hydroponics.
	
	3.20 ± 0.98
	0.805

	Sust2
	
	Aquaponics reduces fertilizer consumption compared with hydroponics.
	
	3.68 ± 0.89
	0.720

	Sust3
	
	Aquaponics has a smaller environmental footprint than hydroponics.
	
	3.17 ± 1.04
	0.660

	Sust4
	
	Hydroponics is more environmentally friendly than aquaponics.
	I; R
	3.13 ± 0.91
	

	Sust5
	
	Aquaponics is how we should produce our food in the future.
	
	3.07 ± 0.96
	0.850

	Sust6*
	
	Aquaponics delivers the right answers for sustainable food production.
	
	3.17 ± 0.89
	0.877

	Man1
	
	Treating fish diseases in aquaponics is problematic.
	I
	2.46 ± 0.88
	0.665

	Man2
	
	Aquaponics is more susceptible to human error than hydroponics.
	I
	2.61 ± 0.98
	0.829

	Man3
	
	Treating plant pests such as aphids is more challenging in aquaponics than in hydroponics.
	I; R
	2.79 ± 1.00
	

	Man4
	
	Finding qualified staff for aquaponics is more challenging than in hydroponics.
	I
	2.56 ± 1.14
	0.533

	Man5
	
	Plant nutrient management in aquaponics is more difficult than in hydroponics.
	I
	2.35 ± 1.00
	0.742

	Man6
	
	Aquaponics is more susceptible to technical error than hydroponics.
	I
	2.52 ± 1.05
	0.852

	Man7
	
	Treating plant diseases such as root rot is more difficult in aquaponics than in hydroponics.
	I
	2.45 ± 1.04
	0.562

	Econ1
	
	Aquaponics generates higher profit than hydroponics.
	
	2.75 ± 0.81
	0.685

	Econ2
	
	Aquaponics is economically viable.
	
	3.17 ± 0.96
	0.725

	Econ3
	
	Aquaponics has lower operating costs than hydroponics.
	
	2.62 ± 0.95
	0.665

	Econ4
	
	Customers are willing to pay more for aquaponic products.
	
	2.45 ± 0.92
	0.705

	Econ5
	
	Aquaponics pays off.
	
	3.10 ± 0.81
	0.791

	Econ6
	
	Customers ask for aquaponic produce.
	
	2.31 ± 0.75
	0.660

	Econ7
	
	Advertising my product as “Originating from aquaponic production” will result in more customers.
	
	2.61 ± 0.99
	0.746

	Leg1
	
	The legislative framework for aquaponic production is clear to me.
	R
	2.63 ± 0.82
	

	Leg2
	
	Laws and regulations affecting aquaponic products are easier to comprehend than those affecting hydroponic produce.
	R
	2.65 ± 0.70
	

	Leg3
	
	The legislative framework for products from aquaponics holds many risks and uncertainties.
	I; R
	2.90 ± 0.76
	

	Att1
	
	Aquaponics is better than hydroponics.
	
	2.72 ± 1.02
	0.773

	Att2
	
	The future of food production lies in aquaponics.
	
	2.72 ± 0.99
	0.783

	Att3
	
	Aquaponics is underrated.
	
	3.44 ± 0.94
	0.858

	Att4
	
	Aquaponics is just a trend.
	I; R
	3.37 ± 0.78
	

	Att5
	
	I would invest in aquaponics food production.
	
	3.00 ± 1.12
	0.883

	Att6*
	
	My overall evaluation of aquaponics produce is positive.
	
	3.55 ± 1.00
	0.860

	Att7*
	
	I think aquaponic produce is very good.
	
	3.35 ± 0.94
	0.787


* adapted from Eichhorn and Meixner (2020).
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