Table 2. Demographic, clinical, and biochemical characteristics of patients with DKD according to proteinuria levels.
	Parameters
	Mild Proteinuria (<500 mg/day) (n=23)
	Severe Proteinuria (≥500 mg/day) (n=44)
	p value

	Age (years)
	63 ± 11.2
	59.5 ± 12.8
	0.276

	Gender (female/male)
	10 / 13
	21 / 23
	0.800

	BMI (kg/m²)
	28.85 ± 6.75
	32.17 ± 8.3
	0.104

	SBP (mmHg)
	135 ± 16
	143 ± 13
	0.018

	DBP (mmHg)
	87 ± 10
	91 ± 15
	0.294

	Glucose (mg/dL)
	213 (169)
	189.5 (93)
	0.963

	Urea (mg/dL)
	55.7 (37.7)
	75.5 (55.5)
	0.064

	Creatinine (mg/dL)
	1.19 (0.87)
	1.94 (2.37)
	0.197

	eGFR (mL/min/1.73 m²)
	54.25 (43.33)
	31.25 (43.09)
	0.039

	WBC (10³/μL)
	8.48 ± 2.32
	8.37 ± 2.88
	0.876

	Hemoglobin (g/dL)
	12.56 ± 2.44
	11.46 ± 2.11
	0.060

	Albumin (g/dL)
	3.94 ± 0.54
	3.62 ± 0.58
	0.036

	Uric acid (mg/dL)
	5.69 ± 1.52
	6.45 ± 1.95
	0.109

	HbA1c (%)
	9.57 ± 2.75
	9.28 ± 2.24
	0.643

	CRP (mg/L)
	6.8 (8.5)
	7.89 (32.52)
	0.674

	Triglyceride (mg/dL)
	184.5 (146)
	185.5 (137)
	0.478

	LDL-C (mg/dL)
	130.5 (143)
	140.5 (75)
	0.358

	HDL-C (mg/dL)
	39.5 ± 6.67
	45.25 ± 19.05
	0.426

	PWV (m/s)
	8.04 ± 1.79
	8.85 ± 1.69
	0.082

	Proteinuria (mg/day)
	413.5 (264)
	1988.5 (3712)
	<0.01

	Urinary MMP-9 (ng/mg creatinine)
	0.84 (0.7)
	0.99 (0.69)
	0.028


Abbreviations as in Table 1.

