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Table 4 Estimated proportion of medicinal plants used by traditional practitioners relative to total inventoried flora
	Families of plants most represented in the regiona   Families of medicinal plants most used by THs in the
                                                                                                          present study

	Number of species by family

	         Familiesb
	Number of species cited
	Familiesb

	Over 50
	Acanthaceae (119), Asteraceae (278),  Asparagaceae  (57), Cyperaceae (249), Euphorbiaceae (86), Fabaceae (557), Lamiaceae (149),  Malvaceae (95), Orchidaceae (277), Poaceae (237), Rubiaceae (219),  Convolvulaceae (58) Apocynaceae (81)

	61
	Acanthaceae (5), Apocynaceae (4),  Asparagaceae  (3), Asteraceae (18), Euphorbiaceae (5), Fabaceae (16), Malvaceae (2),  Lamiaceae (5), Poaceae (1), Rubiaceae (5)

	20-50
	Amaranthaceae (49), Apiaceae (27), Commelinaceae (46), Cucurbitaceae (32),   Gentianaceae (28), Lentibulariaceae (20), Liliaceae (31),  Linderniaceae (21), Melastomataceae (29), Moraceae (37), Myrtaceae (27), Orobanchaceae (47), Polygonaceae (22),  Primulaceae (21), Scrophulariaceae (6), Solanaceae (38), Urticaceae (30), Verbenaceae (20), Phyllanthaceae (44), Anacardiaceae (20), Vitaceae (35), Campanulaceae (33), Combretaceae (20),  Sapindaceae (22), Xyridaceae (20)

	26
	Anacardiaceae (4), Amaranthaceae (1), Apiaceae (1),  Combretaceae (1), Cucurbitaceae (3), Moraceae (2),  Myrtaceae(2),  Polygonaceae (2),  Primulaceae (1), Sapindaceae (2), Solanaceae (3), Verbenaceae (2),  Vitaceae (1), Urticaceae (1)

	11-19
	Annonaceae (19), Araceae (13), Balsaminaceae (18), Bignoniaceae (14),  Brassicaceae (12), Capparaceae (18), Celastraceae (17), Caryophyllaceae (18), Dioscoreaceae (12), Eriocaulaceae (13),   Iridaceae (18),  Loranthaceae (13), Lythraceae (12), Meliaceae (14),  Menispennaceae (11), Oleaceae (13), Onagraceae (11), Plantaginaceae (12), Polygalaceae (18), Ranunculaceae (13), Rosaceae (18), Sapotaceae (13)

	12
	Annonaceae (1),  Bignoniaceae (1), Caryophyllaceae (1),  Celastraceae (1), Meliaceae (1),  Polygalaceae (1), Ranunculaceae (1), Rutaceae (3),  Rosaceae (1),  Onagraceae (1),

	7-10
	Amaryllidaceae (8), Araliaceae (7), Arecaceae (9), Asphodelaceae  (7), Burseraceae (7), Chenopodiaceae (7), Cleomaceae (7), Crassulaceae (9), Ericaceae (7),  Hypericaceae (8), Hydrocharitaceae (8), Hypoxidaceae (8), Loganiaceae (9), Menispermaceae (8),  Nyctaginaceae (8), Passifloraceae (8), Peraceae (8), Piperaceae (10) , Proteaceae (8), Ochnaceae (10), Oxalidaceae (7), Rhamnaceae (7), Rhizophoraceae (7), Rutaceae (10), Salicaceae (9), Thesiaceae (7), Thymelaeaceae (10), Violaceae (7), Zingiberaceae (7)


	14
	Chenopodiaceae (2),  Crassulaceae (1),  Hypericaceae (1), Loganiaceae (1),   Menispennaceae (1), Oxalidaceae (1), Proteaceae (1), Rhamnaceae (2),  Rutaceae (3),  Zingiberaceae (1)
 

	5-6
	Agavaceae (6), Alismataceae (6),  Begoniaceae (5),  Boraginaceae (5),  Bromeliaceae (6),  Cannabaceae (6),  Carrabaceae (6), Connaraceae (5), Chrysobalanaceae (5), Costaceae (6),  Droseraceae (6),  Ebenaceae (5), Geraniaceae (5), Heliotropiaceae (5), Lauraceae (5),  Pedaliaceae (5), Potamogetonaceae (6), 

	4
	Cannabaceae (1), Chrysobalanaceae (1), Lauraceae (2),

	4
	Ehretiaceae, Clusiaceae, Juncaceae,  Malpighiaceae,  Molluginaceae,  Nymphaeaceae, Portulacaceae, Viscaceae 

	
	

	3
	Achariaceae, Cactaceae, Caprifoliaceae,  Gesneriaceae,  Gelsemiaceae,  Icacinaceae,  Myricaceae, Menyanthaceae,  Pittosporaceae,  Talinaceae, Turneraceae, Typhaceae,  Zygophyllaceae

	1
	Achariaceae (1)

	2
	Adoxaceae, Aristolochiaceae,  Aquifoliaceae, Cannaceae, Casuarinaceae,  Colchicaceae, Cornaceae, Dichapetalaceae,  Phytolaccaceae, Myristicaceae, Haloragaceae, Linaceae,   Marantaceae, Melianthaceae,  Papaveraceae, Pentaphylacaceae,  Pontederiaceae,  Plumbaginaceae, Simaroubaceae,  Stilbaceae,   Ximeniaceae

	1
	Melianthaceae (1)

	1
	 Aizoaceae,  Anisophylliaceae,  Apodanthaceae, Basellaceae, Bixaceae, Burmanniaceae, Cabombaceae,  Caricaceae, Caridiopteridacae, Ceratophyllaceae, Dilleniaceae,  Dipterocarpaceae, Elatinaceae,  Gisekiaceae,  Gunneraceae, Hamamelidaceae, Hyacinthaceae, Iteaceae, Magnoliaceae, Monimiaceae, Moringaceae,  Musaceae,  Pandaceae, Penaeaceae, Opiliaceae, Podostemaceae,  Putranjivaceae, Resedaceae, Salvadoraceae,  Santalaceae, Smilacaceae, Salviriaceae, Sladeniaceae, Sphenocleaceae,  Strelitziaceae,  Strombosiaceae, Tropaeolaceae, 
	
	

	
	
	2
	Aloaceae (1)c, Moringaceae (1)

	Total: 3881
	185
	121
	51


  a Data compiled from [24], bthe number in brackets corresponds to the number of local species in the family, cspecies probably introduced after [24]      
