Supplementary Appendix
Full Regression Results
Tables A1-A6 provide the full regression models for tables in the main text.

Table A1. Full Regression for Table 1 in the Main Text 
       	(California Survey)
	VARIABLES
	Local Government Responsibilities

	
	

	On-cycle
	0.227**

	
	(0.096)

	Education
	0.093***

	
	(0.021)

	Male
	-0.192**

	
	(0.084)

	Age
	0.025***

	
	(0.003)

	Hispanic
	-0.178*

	
	(0.105)

	Black
	-0.368**

	
	(0.174)

	Asian
	0.086

	
	(0.175)

	Median Income
	0.000

	
	(0.000)

	Percent White
	0.264*

	
	(0.159)

	Percent Black
	0.162

	
	(0.323)

	Percent Asian
	0.174

	
	(0.325)

	Constant
	-0.788***

	
	(0.252)

	Observations
	3,479


Standard errors in parentheses
*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1



	Table A2. Full Regression for Table 1 in the Main Text 
(Study of Suburban Voters)

	
	Know Mayor’s Party

	On-cycle
	-0.036

	
	(0.029)

	Education
	0.004

	
	(0.007)

	Married
	-0.012

	
	(0.009)

	Home Owner
	-0.045**

	
	(0.020)

	Male
	-0.009

	
	(0.016)

	Age
	-0.000

	
	(0.000)

	Black
	-0.203***

	
	(0.032)

	Latino
	0.002

	
	(0.045)

	Asian
	-0.039

	
	(0.051)

	Other Race
	-0.044

	
	(0.028)

	Time at Address
	-0.010

	
	(0.009)

	Time in City
	0.029***

	
	(0.009)

	Mayoral Election
	0.284***

	
	(0.026)

	Partisan
	-0.068***

	
	(0.022)

	City Pop
	0.012

	
	(0.027)

	Small City
	0.088

	
	(0.062)

	Medium City
	-0.047

	
	(0.041)

	Median Income
	-0.000

	
	(0.000)

	Percent White
	-0.667

	
	(0.521)

	Percent Black
	-0.461

	
	(0.539)

	Percent Asian
	-0.958*

	
	(0.545)

	Percent Hispanic
	-0.422

	
	(0.566)

	Constant
	0.535

	
	(0.631)

	Observations
	1,468

	R-squared
	0.231


Standard errors in parentheses
*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1

	

Table A3. Full Regression for Table 1 in the Main Text (Education Next Survey)

	
	Per pupil spending
(est.-act.)1
	Teacher salarie
(est.-act.)1
	Local share of fundinh (est.-act.)2
	Average
test score
level
(est.-act.)2
	Average
test score
growth
(est.-act.)2 
	Charter schools in district2
	Charters
can charge tuition2
	Charters
can hold religious services2

	On-cycle
	1104**
	-2324***
	2.37
	2.41
	2.32
	0.03
	0.01
	0.02

	
	(475)
	(631)
	(2.02)
	(2.42)
	(2.72)
	(0.04)
	(0.04)
	(0.03)

	Age
	0.06
	48**
	0.03
	-0.03
	-0.01
	-0.0001
	0.003***
	-0.0003

	
	(16.10)
	(24)
	(0.07)
	(0.08)
	(0.08)
	(0.0012)
	(0.001)
	(0.0011)

	Has child <18
	-860
	946
	-0.90
	-2.52
	-0.22
	0.02
	0.05
	0.03

	
	(533)
	(748)
	(2.35)
	(2.59)
	(2.86)
	(0.04)
	(0.04)
	(0.04)

	Female
	-1909***
	-2811***
	-4.95**
	-2.37
	0.14
	-0.04
	0.06*
	0.04

	
	(434)
	(638)
	(1.96)
	(2.20)
	(2.49)
	(0.04)
	(0.03)
	(0.03)

	White
	-577
	362
	0.92
	4.12
	-4.75
	0.11
	-0.12
	-0.13

	
	(1114)
	(1368)
	(6.04)
	(7.08)
	(7.15)
	(0.12)
	(0.12)
	(0.11)

	Black
	-1004
	-4919***
	5.27
	25.40***
	5.48
	0.09
	-0.05
	-0.13

	
	(1321)
	(1671)
	(6.04)
	(7.43)
	(7.70)
	(0.12)
	(0.12)
	(0.11)

	Hispanic
	-1795
	-6530***
	5.55
	21.65***
	2.33
	0.03
	-0.06
	-0.11

	
	(1241)
	(1685)
	(6.00)
	(7.46)
	(7.66)
	(0.12)
	(0.12)
	(0.11)

	Inc. <$50k
	-1014
	-4523***
	-0.53
	4.24
	4.31
	-0.03
	0.08*
	0.06

	
	(644)
	(899)
	(2.67)
	(3.09)
	(3.45)
	(0.05)
	(0.04)
	(0.05)

	Inc. >$100k
	-341
	503
	-1.53
	-1.99
	-2.44
	-0.01
	0.11***
	0.09**

	
	(571)
	(723)
	(2.37)
	(2.77)
	(3.06)
	(0.04)
	(0.04)
	(0.04)

	High school
	2370*
	6488***
	-1.03
	-0.80
	6.51
	0.07
	0.07
	0.03

	
	(1356)
	(2278)
	(5.34)
	(6.20)
	(6.21)
	(0.10)
	(0.07)
	(0.09)

	Some college
	1725
	8212***
	-2.52
	2.17
	7.05
	0.13
	0.09
	0.04

	
	(1275)
	(2226)
	(5.34)
	(6.03)
	(6.08)
	(0.09)
	(0.07)
	(0.09)

	College
	2151*
	9295***
	-3.66
	-1.12
	4.30
	0.12
	0.12*
	0.05

	
	(1290)
	(2237)
	(5.53)
	(6.04)
	(6.01)
	(0.09)
	(0.07)
	(0.09)

	Teacher
	-1359***
	660
	0.86
	5.55**
	8.11***
	0.06
	0.13***
	0.13***

	
	(501)
	(686)
	(2.22)
	(2.54)
	(2.83)
	(0.04)
	(0.04)
	(0.04)

	Homeowner
	-212
	4283***
	5.79**
	2.00
	-0.90
	0.06
	-0.01
	-0.01

	
	(739)
	(978)
	(2.79)
	(3.23)
	(3.67)
	(0.05)
	(0.04)
	(0.04)

	Democrat
	1521
	59
	-2.15
	-3.59
	9.43
	-0.19**
	-0.01
	0.08

	
	(1076)
	(1999)
	(8.09)
	(6.14)
	(8.31)
	(0.09)
	(0.12)
	(0.09)

	Republican
	2116**
	-657
	0.89
	-4.97
	6.72
	-0.18**
	0.005
	0.11

	
	(1055)
	(2030)
	(8.18)
	(5.91)
	(8.08)
	(0.08)
	(0.111)
	(0.09)

	Liberal
	176
	510
	3.61
	-0.66
	3.71
	0.06
	-0.04
	-0.03

	
	(645)
	(863)
	(2.59)
	(3.33)
	(3.23)
	(0.05)
	(0.05)
	(0.04)

	Conservative
	1743***
	1705*
	0.84
	-2.22
	0.50
	0.01
	-0.07
	-0.04

	
	(565)
	(981)
	(2.81)
	(3.16)
	(3.39)
	(0.05)
	(0.05)
	(0.05)

	South
	3185***
	9105***
	1.83
	8.99**
	5.43
	0.01
	-0.07
	-0.09*

	
	(796)
	(1017)
	(3.35)
	(3.50)
	(4.11)
	(0.06)
	(0.06)
	(0.05)

	Midwest
	1073
	7020***
	-0.24
	6.39*
	-6.12
	-0.08
	-0.12**
	-0.06

	
	(800)
	(1061)
	(3.66)
	(3.54)
	(4.01)
	(0.06)
	(0.05)
	(0.06)

	West
	4112***
	371
	-1.72
	13.80***
	-17.85***
	0.01
	-0.05
	-0.04

	
	(896)
	(1150)
	(3.57)
	(3.72)
	(4.24)
	(0.06)
	(0.06)
	(0.06)

	Constant
	-8582***
	-31377***
	-15.58
	-7.79
	-9.48
	0.58***
	0.15
	0.25

	
	(2495)
	(3887)
	(12.62)
	(11.34)
	(12.85)
	(0.19)
	(0.18)
	(0.18)

	R2
	N/A
	N/A
	0.03
	0.14
	0.11
	0.03
	0.05
	0.03

	Observations
	4983
	4983
	1212
	1212
	1212
	1212
	1212
	1212

	1 Meta-regression with inverse-variance weighting using 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021 surveys; 2 2019 survey only; standard errors in parentheses; “est.-act.” refers to “estimated – actual”; *** p < 0.01, ** p < 0.05, * p < 0.1





	
Table A4. Full Regression Results for Table 2 in the Main Text

	
	Read Local Paper
	Interest in Local Campaign
	Discuss Local Campaign
	Local Elections Important

	
	
	
	
	

	On-cycle
	0.211*
	0.112
	0.952***
	0.926***

	
	(0.122)
	(0.081)
	(0.187)
	(0.106)

	Education
	0.020
	0.001
	0.087**
	-0.051**

	
	(0.029)
	(0.019)
	(0.044)
	(0.025)

	Married
	-0.140***
	0.046*
	-0.198***
	0.015

	
	(0.038)
	(0.025)
	(0.058)
	(0.034)

	Home Owner
	-0.190**
	0.198***
	-0.294**
	0.051

	
	(0.082)
	(0.055)
	(0.126)
	(0.073)

	Male
	-0.008
	-0.074
	0.061
	-0.027

	
	(0.068)
	(0.045)
	(0.105)
	(0.060)

	Age
	0.008***
	0.000
	-0.006*
	0.000

	
	(0.002)
	(0.001)
	(0.003)
	(0.002)

	Black
	-0.251*
	0.050
	-0.732***
	-0.219*

	
	(0.135)
	(0.090)
	(0.207)
	(0.118)

	Latino
	-0.355*
	0.257**
	-0.415
	-0.145

	
	(0.188)
	(0.126)
	(0.290)
	(0.165)

	Asian
	-0.095
	0.405***
	-0.802**
	-0.265

	
	(0.215)
	(0.143)
	(0.330)
	(0.187)

	Other Race
	-0.029
	-0.125
	0.008
	0.006

	
	(0.119)
	(0.080)
	(0.184)
	(0.105)

	Time at Address
	-0.020
	-0.042*
	0.027
	-0.058*

	
	(0.037)
	(0.025)
	(0.057)
	(0.032)

	Time in City
	0.101***
	-0.017
	0.064
	0.015

	
	(0.039)
	(0.026)
	(0.059)
	(0.034)

	Mayoral Election
	0.019
	-0.346***
	0.651***
	0.681***

	
	(0.110)
	(0.073)
	(0.168)
	(0.096)

	Partisan
	0.075
	0.054
	0.094
	-0.034

	
	(0.094)
	(0.063)
	(0.144)
	(0.082)

	City Pop
	0.009
	0.108
	-0.102
	-0.036

	
	(0.114)
	(0.076)
	(0.175)
	(0.099)

	Small City
	0.069
	-0.051
	0.052
	-0.767***

	
	(0.262)
	(0.174)
	(0.402)
	(0.229)

	Medium City
	0.101
	-0.136
	0.226
	-0.646***

	
	(0.171)
	(0.113)
	(0.262)
	(0.149)

	Median Income
	-0.000*
	-0.000
	0.000
	0.000***

	
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)
	(0.000)

	Percent White
	4.462**
	1.078
	-2.191
	-0.665

	
	(2.185)
	(1.459)
	(3.351)
	(1.917)

	Percent Black
	4.128*
	1.196
	-2.046
	1.162

	
	(2.263)
	(1.510)
	(3.469)
	(1.984)

	Percent Asian
	4.743**
	0.513
	-1.670
	-3.109

	
	(2.286)
	(1.526)
	(3.506)
	(2.005)

	Percent Hispanic
	4.452*
	0.312
	-1.356
	2.537

	
	(2.374)
	(1.585)
	(3.641)
	(2.082)

	Constant
	-0.895
	-0.640
	6.264
	0.528

	
	(2.648)
	(1.767)
	(4.064)
	(2.324)

	
	
	
	
	

	Observations
	1,465
	1,459
	1,458
	1,447

	R-squared
	0.074
	0.078
	0.082
	0.279


Standard errors in parentheses
*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1



	
Table A5. Full Regression Results for Table 4 in the Main Text

	VARABLES
	Local Government Working Well
	Local Economic Conditions Have Improved

	
	
	

	On-cycle
	0.396***
	0.158**

	
	(0.081)
	(0.068)

	Education
	0.011
	0.024

	
	(0.019)
	(0.016)

	Married
	0.039
	-0.013

	
	(0.026)
	(0.021)

	Home Owner
	0.054
	-0.031

	
	(0.055)
	(0.046)

	Male
	0.131***
	-0.165***

	
	(0.045)
	(0.038)

	Age
	0.008***
	0.001

	
	(0.001)
	(0.001)

	Black
	-0.061
	-0.048

	
	(0.089)
	(0.074)

	Latino
	-0.048
	-0.138

	
	(0.125)
	(0.104)

	Asian
	0.131
	-0.142

	
	(0.145)
	(0.122)

	Other Race
	0.110
	0.068

	
	(0.080)
	(0.066)

	Time at Address
	-0.044*
	-0.023

	
	(0.025)
	(0.021)

	Time in City
	-0.001
	-0.005

	
	(0.026)
	(0.022)

	Mayoral Election
	0.133*
	0.033

	
	(0.073)
	(0.061)

	Partisan
	0.093
	-0.218***

	
	(0.062)
	(0.052)

	City Pop
	-0.337***
	-0.025

	
	(0.075)
	(0.064)

	Small City
	-0.636***
	-0.094

	
	(0.174)
	(0.146)

	Medium City
	-0.370***
	0.076

	
	(0.114)
	(0.095)

	Median Income
	-0.000
	0.000**

	
	(0.000)
	(0.000)

	Percent White
	-0.158
	-1.216

	
	(1.445)
	(1.205)

	Percent Black
	-0.238
	-1.246

	
	(1.496)
	(1.247)

	Percent Asian
	-0.209
	-1.470

	
	(1.514)
	(1.263)

	Percent Hispanic
	-1.728
	-1.738

	
	(1.571)
	(1.310)

	Constant
	6.306***
	3.732**

	
	(1.755)
	(1.464)

	
	
	

	Observations
	1,439
	1,442

	R-squared
	0.076
	0.069


Standard errors in parentheses
*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1

	Table A6. Full Regression Results for Table 5 in the Main Text

	
	Vote Share
	Win

	
	National
	California
	National
	California

	
	
	
	
	

	Incumbent*Presidential
	-0.061***
	-0.159***
	-0.045**
	-0.131**

	
	(0.015)
	(0.035)
	(0.023)
	(0.053)

	Incumbent*Midterm
	-0.047***
	-0.156***
	-0.051**
	-0.075

	
	(0.015)
	(0.029)
	(0.022)
	(0.049)

	Incumbent
	0.264***
	0.303***
	0.504***
	0.517***

	
	(0.012)
	(0.023)
	(0.015)
	(0.032)

	Presidential
	0.037***
	0.109***
	-0.006
	0.059

	
	(0.013)
	(0.026)
	(0.022)
	(0.048)

	Midterm
	0.024
	0.139***
	-0.015
	0.065

	
	(0.018)
	(0.031)
	(0.025)
	(0.057)

	Democrat
	0.066***
	0.065***
	0.097***
	0.041

	
	(0.011)
	(0.021)
	(0.018)
	(0.049)

	Ideology
	0.027***
	0.026***
	0.042***
	0.021

	
	(0.005)
	(0.008)
	(0.008)
	(0.022)

	Constant
	0.338***
	0.144***
	0.348***
	0.305***

	
	(0.011)
	(0.023)
	(0.015)
	(0.044)

	
	
	
	
	

	Observations
	43,675
	5,109
	43,675
	5,109

	R-squared
	0.605
	0.650
	0.359
	0.337

	City Fixed Effects
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Year Fixed Effects
	X
	X
	X
	X


Robust standard errors in parentheses
*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1



Checks on Voter Participation
Table A7 below highlights the factors that predict voting in local elections in California based on the California Survey.
	Table A7.  Predicting Local Voter Participation
(California Survey)
	

	
	
	

	
	Local Voter
	

	
	
	

	Education
	0.088***
	

	
	(0.010)
	

	Male
	0.093***
	

	
	(0.009)
	

	Black
	0.016
	

	
	(0.027)
	

	Hispanic
	0.004
	

	
	(0.022)
	

	Asian
	-0.042*
	

	
	(0.025)
	

	White
	0.034*
	

	
	(0.021)
	

	Age
	0.006***
	

	
	(0.000)
	

	Time at Address
	0.000
	

	
	(0.000)
	

	Party Strength
	0.051***
	

	
	(0.005)
	

	Voting a Duty
	0.139***
	

	
	(0.009)
	

	Local Gov’t Influence
	0.114***
	

	
	(0.005)
	

	Enough Info to Vote
	0.165***
	

	
	(0.010)
	

	Constant
	-0.387***
	

	
	(0.026)
	


Standard errors in parentheses
*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1



Placebo Tests
Table A8 tests to see whether participation in local elections is related to knowledge of state and federal politics.  Local voting in each case does not have a significant effect on knowledge.

	Table A8. Local Voter Participation and Knowledge of State and Federal Affairs

	
	State Government Knowledge
	Federal Government Knowledge

	
	
	

	On-cycle
	0.156
	0.040

	
	(0.130)
	(0.086)

	Education
	0.189***
	0.154***

	
	(0.028)
	(0.018)

	Male
	0.713***
	0.214***

	
	(0.113)
	(0.073)

	Age
	0.043***
	0.028***

	
	(0.004)
	(0.002)

	Hispanic
	-0.044
	-0.318***

	
	(0.162)
	(0.097)

	Black
	-0.952**
	-0.797***

	
	(0.400)
	(0.174)

	Asian
	-0.540**
	-0.221

	
	(0.233)
	(0.145)

	Median Income
	0.000***
	0.000***

	
	(0.000)
	(0.000)

	Percent White
	0.037
	0.497***

	
	(0.235)
	(0.146)

	Percent Black
	-0.324
	0.328

	
	(0.509)
	(0.303)

	Percent Asian
	0.611
	0.073

	
	(0.406)
	(0.285)

	Constant
	-6.591***
	-3.140***

	
	(0.390)
	(0.235)

	
	
	

	Observations
	3,479
	3,479

	
	
	


Standard errors in parentheses
*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1


Table A.9 tests to see if election timing impacts local knowledge for residents who do not participate in local elections.  It shows that timing does not impact local voter knowledge for non-voters. 
	Table A9. Does Timing Matter for Non-Voters

	
	Knowledge of Local Government

	
	

	On-cycle
	-0.017

	
	(0.072)

	Education
	0.135***

	
	(0.017)

	Male
	-0.061

	
	(0.062)

	Age
	0.015***

	
	(0.002)

	Hispanic
	-0.152**

	
	(0.073)

	Black
	-0.446***

	
	(0.128)

	Asian
	-0.084

	
	(0.111)

	Median Income
	0.000

	
	(0.000)

	Percent White
	0.233**

	
	(0.118)

	Percent Black
	0.356

	
	(0.243)

	Percent Asian
	0.286

	
	(0.233)

	Constant
	-0.737***

	
	(0.181)

	
	

	Observations
	5,294


Standard errors in parentheses
*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1

