Reviewers/Editors Comments
Image summarizes the first rejection with possibility to resubmit after the bibliography is been handled. 
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Author response where the changes in the references was made in the table below.
	Reference
	Change Type
	Comment

	Sridhar & Gidudu (2020)
	Edited
	In the latest list, a DOI link was added: https://doi.org/10.23953/cloud.ijarsg.474 (doi.org in Bing).

	Bahati (2011)
	Edited
	In both lists, it is a dissertation/thesis. The latest version includes more detail: [Undergraduate thesis, Kampala International University]. Kampala International University Institutional Repository.

	References edited and repetitions removed 
	
	- Coperchini et al. (2024) 
- Ebbu et al. (2025) 
- Ehsan et al. (2025) 
- Eldridge et al. (2025) 
- Miiro et al. (2025) 
- Ogola (2025) 
- Phillip (2025) 
- Sapozhnikova & Stroski (2025) 
- Vis & Chow (2025)









Review of the metadata 
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Authors Response, metadata harmonized 
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Alignment of metadata in the portal 
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Ref: Ms. No. ESPR-D-26-00276
Mult-Matrix Assessment of Legacy and Emerging PFAS: Source Signatures, Mass Flux, and Ecotoxicological Risks Along Kampala’s Urban Water System

Environmental Science and Pollution Research

Dear Dr Ahimbisibwe,

Thank you for submitting your manuscript

Unfortunately, and after  careful examination of your paper, | am sorry to inform you that your manuscript is not acceptable for a publication in ESPR in the present format.

Therefore, | must reject the manuscript as is, but | encourage you to resubmit s a new manuscript after the appropriate changes or research have been completed

My reason in consideration for your paper is that the bibliography needs to be re-checked. Please make sure that all references are complete and only cited once, as per our guidelines.
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to consider your work

Best regards,

Philippe Garrigues

Editor-in-Chief
ESPR Journal
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In compliance with data protection regulations, you may request that we remove your personal registration details at any time. (Use the following URL: https://www editorialmanager.com/espr/login asp?a=r). Please contact

the publication office i you have any questions.
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Dear Dr Ahimbisibwe,

I have contacted you previously about the action you need to take to finalize your submission, Multi-Matrix Assessment of Legacy and Emerging PFAS: Source Signatures, Mass Flux, and Ecotoxicological Risks Along
Kampala's Urban Water System to Environmental Science and Pollution Research, however, the status of this manuscript is stll recorded as ' Sent Back to Author "

This means that your manuscript was retumed to you because it was incorrectly submitted (Reasons for this could be missing submission items, the manuscript did not comply with the journals ‘Instructions for Authors' or a
missing completed authorship change form* ),

As | haven't received a response from you, | would be grateful if you could log in to your author menu and complete your submission. The system also offers the option to remove the submission should you no longer wish to
proceed with this manuscript

If you are unsure of what action you need to take or have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
You can obtain your Username/Password, by using the "Send Login Details” link available on the log-in page

In order to ensure that the Editorial Manager site is reflective of active submissions, | do have to remove inactive submissions on a regular basis. Therefore, if | do not receive your completed submission within the next 3 days,
your submission will be removed. | do hope you understand

*If you have been asked to submit an authorship change form, the extended deadiine as initially advised applies.
If you have been experiencing diffculties finalizing your submission and have contacted our editorial office about the problem, please ignore this email. Your submission will not be withdrawn at this stage.

ook forward to hearing from you
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