Supplementary materials 2
Role-specific interview guide for Q-set development
The role-specific interview guides were used during the semi-structured interviews to generate the initial concourse and inform the development of the 40 Q-statements.Probing questions were used flexibly to further explore examples, unmet needs, and specific experiences related to ICU transition care.
A. Patients
	Theme
	Question

	Basic transfer experience
	1. How did you feel when you were informed that you would be transferred out of the ICU?

	
	2. What worried you most before leaving the ICU?

	
	3. Which stage felt most difficult: before transfer, during transport, or after arriving in the ward?

	
	4.What made you feel safe or unsafe during the transfer process?

	Information and recovery expectations
	5. What information did you most want nurses or doctors to explain during this period?

	
	6. Did you want to know more about your condition, test results, medication, or rehabilitation goals?

	
	7. What kind of explanation made you feel most reassured?

	Daily care and emotional support
	8. What physical discomfort or daily care difficulties did you experience most after transfer?

	
	9. Was your pain or discomfort managed in time?

	
	10. What support from nurses or family members was most helpful emotionally?

	
	11.During the transfer and early ward stay, were dignity, privacy, or respect for your wishes important to you?

	Others
	12. Is there any other care need during ICU transition that you think is very important?
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B. Family members
	Theme
	Question

	Basic transfer experience
	1. What was your biggest concern when your family member was transferred out of the ICU?

	
	2. What stage of the transfer process caused you the most uncertainty or anxiety?

	
	3.How should family members participate in the patient’s transition care?

	Information and communication needs
	4. What information did you most urgently need from healthcare professionals?

	
	5. Did you need more explanation about treatment plans, test results, transfer arrangements, or costs?

	
	6. Would written materials, repeated explanations, or follow-up communication be helpful?

	Emotional and decision support
	7. What support from healthcare professionals reduced your stress the most?

	
	8. What support would help you better participate in care-related decision-making?

	Family participation
	9. What knowledge or caregiving skills did you need to better support the patient?

	
	10. How did the current no-family companion model affect your needs during ICU transition?

	Others
	11. Is there any other support need during ICU transition that you think is very important?




















C. Nurses
	Theme
	Question

	Clinical priorities
	1. In your opinion, what are the most important care priorities during ICU transition?

	
	2. What clinical risks are most common during the first 48 hours after transfer?

	
	3. Which patient needs require the fastest nursing response?

	Handover and continuity of care
	4. Which information is most important during ICU-to-ward handover?

	
	5. What problems most often interrupt continuity of care?

	
	6. How can ICU and ward communication be improved?

	Family-centred care
	7. What family needs are most likely to be overlooked during ICU transition?

	
	8. How should nurses support family involvement and shared decision-making?

	Care assistant and coordination
	9. What role should nursing assistants or liaison nurses play during the transition process?

	
	10.What nursing support is most important for helping patients gradually return to normal life after ICU transfer?

	Others
	11. Is there any other important care need during ICU transition that has not been discussed?



