	Item
	Preoperative
	1 month postoperatively
	3 months postoperatively
	F value
	P value

	Hoarseness or a problem with your voice
	1.55 ± 0.69
	0.73 ± 0.82*
	1.09 ± 0.80*#
	57.014
	< 0.001

	Clearing your throat
	1.65 ± 0.73
	1.54 ± 0.81
	0.96 ± 0.87*#
	32.638
	< 0.001

	Excess throat mucus or postnasal drip
	1.74 ± 0.72
	0.98 ± 0.88*
	0.86 ± 0.81*
	54.129
	< 0.001

	Difficulty swallowing food, liquids, or pills
	1.61 ± 0.77
	2.94 ± 0.82*
	1.24 ± 0.85*#
	252.788
	< 0.001

	Coughing after eating or lying down
	4.11 ± 0.88
	1.24 ± 0.91*
	1.24 ± 1.34*
	340.879
	< 0.001

	Breathing difficulties or choking episodes
	1.65 ± 0.77
	0.37 ± 0.54*
	0.79 ± 0.79*#
	125.711
	< 0.001

	Troublesome or annoying cough
	3.73 ± 0.81
	1.41 ± 1.02*
	1.68 ± 1.39*
	182.917
	< 0.001

	Sensation of something sticking in the throat or a lump in the throat
	0.62 ± 0.67
	0.32 ± 0.51*
	0.45 ± 0.63*
	10.656
	< 0.001

	Heartburn, chest pain, indigestion, or stomach acid coming up
	3.40 ± 1.06
	1.41 ± 0.92*
	0.33 ± 0.80*#
	357.864
	< 0.001


Table 4. Comparison of individual RSI item scores before and after surgery.
Note: Data are presented as mean ± standard deviation. P values were derived from repeated measures analysis of variance (Repeated Measures ANOVA). Pairwise comparisons were performed using Bonferroni correction. *P < 0.05 vs. preoperative; #P < 0.05 vs. 1 month postoperatively.
