Table 2: Mean scores (with standard errors) given by participants regarding their knowledge of ostrich production, welfare perceptions, the importance of husbandry practices, and how welfare aspects affect their purchasing decisions. Scores are on a 1 to 5 scale, from least to most knowledgeable, important, or likely. Responses covered the full range of the scale for most dependent variables, indicating adequate variability in participant ratings.
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Mean (± SEM) Range

Knowledge of husbandry practices:

General ostrich production 2.85 ± 0.07 1 - 5

Transportation of ostriches 2.64 ± 0.07 1 - 5

Handling of ostriches 2.80 ± 0.08 1 - 5

Artificial incubation of chicks 2.41 ± 0.07 1 - 5

Artificial chick rearing 2.53 ± 0.08 1 - 5

Importance of factors for the well-being of ostriches:

Feed availability 4.60 ± 0.03 1 - 5

Feed quality 4.56 ± 0.04 1 - 5

Water availability 4.71 ± 0.03 2 - 5

Water quality 4.54 ± 0.04 1 - 5

Chick housing 4.35 ± 0.04 2 - 5

Shelters in outside camps 3.97 ± 0.05 1 - 5

Stocking density 4.11 ± 0.05 1 - 5

Body condition of ostriches 4.46 ± 0.04 1 - 5

Internal parasites 4.41 ± 0.05 1 - 5

External parasites 4.36 ± 0.05 1 - 5

Limited stress 4.39 ± 0.04 1 - 5

Absence of pain 4.42 ± 0.05 1 - 5

Ability to exhibit natural behaviour 4.18 ± 0.05 1 - 5

Freedom of mouvement 4.23 ± 0.05 2 - 5

Environmental enrichment 4.00 ± 0.05 1 - 5

Importance of management and production practices for the well-being of ostriches: 

Manually assisting chicks to hatch 3.39 ± 0.06 1 - 5

Human rearing of chicks 3.31 ± 0.06 1 - 5

Frequent visualisation of ostriches 4.33 ± 0.04 2 - 5

Regular handling of ostriches  3.53 ± 0.06 1 - 5

Stockmanship skill 4.45 ± 0.04 2 - 5

Type of vehicle used for transporting ostriches 4.36 ± 0.04 1 - 5

Isolation of sick/injured birds 4.55 ± 0.04 1 - 5

Preventative medication 4.24 ± 0.05 1 - 5

Importance of the level of knowledge of people involved in the ostrich industry with regards to:

Anatomy of ostriches

Ostrich behaviour 4.33 ± 0.04 2 - 5

Detecting signs of stress in ostriches 4.52 ± 0.04 2 - 5

Detecting signs of illness in ostriches 4.68 ± 0.03 3 - 5

Handling add restraining ostriches 4.53 ± 0.04 2 - 5

Transporting ostriches 4.49 ± 0.04 2 - 5

Importance of the following:

The welfare of farmed ostriches 4.50 ± 0.04 1 - 5

The welfare of slaughter animals for product quality 4.51 ± 0.04 2 - 5

Animal welfare when buying animal products 4.26 ± 0.05 1 - 5

Implementing a formal welfare protocol for farmed ostriches 4.34 ± 0.05 1 - 5

Likeliness to:

Buy welfare conscious products 3.92 ± 0.06 1 - 5

Pay more for welfare conscious products 3.61 ± 0.07 1 - 5


