COREQ checklist

	Item
	COREQ item
	Manuscript response
	Location

	1
	Interviewer/facilitator
	Lead researcher LBT conducted all interviews.
	Methods: Data collection

	2
	Credentials
	LBT holds DMed Public Health; YP and DB are public health academics.
	Author affiliations

	3
	Occupation
	LBT: Director, Prison Health Services; supervisors: University of Pretoria.
	Author affiliations

	4
	Gender
	Interviewer gender not specified
	Methods note

	5
	Experience/training
	Reflexive journaling and Braun & Clarke used; add explicit training statement.
	Trustworthiness and Rigor

	6
	Relationship established
	Permissions obtained from Botswana Prison Service; rapport built during recruitment.
	Sampling and participants

	7
	Participant knowledge of interviewer
	Participants informed of study purpose and researcher role during consent.
	Ethical Consideration

	8
	Interviewer characteristics
	Reflexive journaling used to document positionality and potential biases.
	Trustworthiness and Rigor

	9
	Theoretical framework
	Interpretivist paradigm; thematic analysis (Braun & Clarke).
	Materials and Methods

	10
	Participant selection
	Purposive sampling of incarcerated adults; target 30–45, achieved N=47.
	Sampling and participants

	11
	Method of approach
	Recruitment via custodial permissions and facility processes; add brief recruitment script.
	Sampling and participants

	12
	Sample size
	47 participants; four partial interviews retained.
	Participant Demographics

	13
	Non‑participants
	Number who declined not reported; not available
	Methods 

	14
	Setting of data collection
	Interviews in private rooms within custodial facilities across eight prisons.
	Data collection

	15
	Presence of non‑participants
	Private rooms used
	Data collection

	16
	Description of sample
	Ages 19–46, both sexes, facility distribution in Table 1.
	Participant Demographics; Table 1

	17
	Interview guide
	Semi‑structured guide used; available as supplementary material on request.
	Data collection

	18
	Repeat interviews
	Single interviews; repeat interviews not conducted.
	Data collection

	19
	Audio/visual recording
	Interviews recorded in writing in real time (no audio) due to constraints.
	Data collection

	20
	Field notes
	Reflexive field notes maintained throughout data collection.
	Data collection; Trustworthiness

	21
	Duration
	Average interview length ~25–40 minutes.
	Data collection

	22
	Data saturation
	stated
	Methods (Data Collection)

	23
	Transcripts returned
	Transcripts stored in a safeplace
	Methods 

	24
	Number of coders
	Primary coding by LBT with supervisory review of a subset; specify proportions.
	Data Analysis

	25
	Description of coding tree
	Coding via QDA Miner Lite; codebook available on request and as supplement.
	Data Analysis; Supplementary files

	26
	Derivation of themes
	Themes developed inductively using Braun & Clarke’s six‑step process.
	Data Analysis

	27
	Software
	QDA Miner Lite used for coding and management.
	Data Analysis

	28
	Participant checking
	reported
	Methods 

	29
	Quotations presented
	Anonymized quotations included; label with pseudonym and facility code in supplement.
	Results; Supplementary materials

	30
	Data and findings consistent
	Findings supported by participant accounts and thematic analysis.
	Results & Discussion

	31
	Clarity of major themes
	Major themes clearly presented: diet, screening, gatekeeping, environment, perceptions.
	Results

	32
	Clarity of minor themes
	Minor themes (partial interviews, female wing constraints, unmet dental needs) reported.
	Results; Strengths & Limitations



