Interview Protocol
Appendix A
Introduction
First, we would like to extend our sincere appreciation for your willingness to participate in this study. We are a group of researchers conducting a scientific study aimed at exploring the psychological, emotional, and embodied experiences of Arab women who have lost their husbands as a result of homicide. The study seeks to understand how these women perceive and interpret their experiences of loss and trauma within personal, cultural, and social contexts.
We would like to assure you that all information shared during this interview will be treated with strict confidentiality and will be used solely for scientific research purposes. No one outside the research team will have access to the data. The interview will be audio-recorded and stored securely. Your name and any identifying information will not appear in the study findings or any related publications. If you prefer not to have the interview recorded, please inform us before we begin.
The interview will take approximately 60-90  minutes. There are no right or wrong answers; the purpose is to listen to and understand your personal experience. Your participation is entirely voluntary, and you have the right to decline to answer any question or to withdraw from the interview at any time without any consequences.
Interview Questions
1. Could you introduce yourself in the way you prefer to be introduced today?
2. How would you describe your current family situation and your role within the family at this stage?
3. How much time has passed since the loss of your husband?
4. How did you receive the news of your husband’s murder?
5. What were the first emotions you experienced after the incident?
6. How does this loss differ from other experiences of loss in your life?
7. What were the most difficult aspects during the initial stage following the loss?
8. How has this experience affected your psychological well-being?
9. How did the loss affect your sense of safety?
10. Has your perception of yourself changed since the loss?
11. How do you cope with feelings of grief and anger?
12. Has your relationship with your body changed?
13. How has the loss affected your sense of femininity?
14. How would you describe your feelings toward emotional or physical closeness?
15. What role have social norms and cultural expectations played in this regard?
16. How has the loss affected your relationship with your children?
17. How did the community respond to you after the incident?
18. Did you feel supported?
19. Were any social expectations imposed upon you?
20. What have been your sources of strength or support?
21. Has the meaning of life changed for you?
22. How do you see yourself today?
23. What does healing mean to you?
24. Is there anything important that we have not discussed and that you would like to share?
25. What message would you like to share with women who have gone through a similar experience?

