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Interview on Willingness to Pay for Temporary Transfusion Independence in Lower-Risk Myelodysplastic Syndromes
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please imagine that you are currently in a situation where you are high transfusion dependency (HTD), needing receive at least 8 units of red blood cells every 16 weeks to maintain your health:
· You will be extremely exhausted. After light activities, you will feel palpitations, and even chest pain and breathing difficulties, and you will be unable to perform normal activities.
· The blood transfusion process is complex and may delay due to blood supply shortages.
· Frequent blood transfusions will increase the risk of infection, interfere with the hematopoietic function of the bone marrow, and may completely lose the ability to produce blood.
· Studies show that transfusion-dependent patients have a survival time that is 45% shorter than those transfusion-independent patients, and their mortality risk is 59% higher.

Suppose there is an innovative therapy that, enables you to temporarily eliminate your dependence on blood transfusions, operationalized as a transition from HTD (≥8 units/16 weeks) to NTD (0 units/16 weeks):
· You will experience mild fatigue, but it does not affect your daily activities. Occasionally, you may feel dizzy, and with a short rest, it can be relieved.
· The interval between each blood transfusion can reach over 16 weeks, reducing the cost of blood transfusions and the risk of complications.
· Your body can autonomously produce sufficient blood cells, and your hematopoietic function improves.
· Studies have shown that being free from blood transfusions for more than 8 weeks can significantly reduce the risk of death or deterioration of the condition (by 42%).

Please answer the subsequent questions related to payment willingness. This will help us better understand your thoughts and needs.

How helpful do you think alleviating transfusion dependence would be in improving disease condition and quality of life? [Single choice]
a) Very helpful
b) Somewhat helpful
c) Limited help
d) Not helpful



Scenario 1
Without considering medical insurance reimbursement, would you be willing to pay 15,000 RMB for this improvement in health status?  [Single choice]
a) Yes
b) No
[If No] Without considering medical insurance reimbursement, would you be willing to pay 8,000 RMB for this improvement in health status?  [Single choice] 
a) Yes
b) No
[If Yes] Without considering medical insurance reimbursement, would you be willing to pay 25,000 RMB for this improvement in health status?  [Single choice]
a) Yes
b) No
Based on the above responses, it is understood that your acceptable cost range is within 8,000–15,000 RMB. Within this range, the maximum amount you are willing to pay is ______ RMB. [Fill in the blank]
OR Based on the above responses, it is understood that your acceptable cost range is within 15,000–25,000 RMB. Within this range, the maximum amount you are willing to pay is ______ RMB. [Fill in the blank]
OR Based on the above responses, it is understood that your acceptable cost range is above 25,000 RMB. Within this range, the maximum amount you are willing to pay is ______ RMB. [Fill in the blank]
OR Based on the above responses, it is understood that your acceptable cost range is below 8,000 RMB. Within this range, the maximum amount you are willing to pay is ______ RMB. [Fill in the blank]


Scenario 2
Without considering medical insurance reimbursement, would you be willing to pay 25,000 RMB for this improvement in health status?  [Single choice]
c) Yes
d) No
[If No] Without considering medical insurance reimbursement, would you be willing to pay 15,000 RMB for this improvement in health status?  [Single choice] 
c) Yes
d) No
[If Yes] Without considering medical insurance reimbursement, would you be willing to pay 50,000 RMB for this improvement in health status?  [Single choice]
c) Yes
d) No
Based on the above responses, it is understood that your acceptable cost range is within 15,000-25,000 RMB. Within this range, the maximum amount you are willing to pay is ______ RMB. [Fill in the blank]
OR Based on the above responses, it is understood that your acceptable cost range is within 25,000–50,000 RMB. Within this range, the maximum amount you are willing to pay is ______ RMB. [Fill in the blank]
OR Based on the above responses, it is understood that your acceptable cost range is above 50,000 RMB. Within this range, the maximum amount you are willing to pay is ______ RMB. [Fill in the blank]
OR Based on the above responses, it is understood that your acceptable cost range is below 15,000 RMB. Within this range, the maximum amount you are willing to pay is ______ RMB. [Fill in the blank]
