Online Resource (Table S1 & Table S2)

	Predictor
	p value
	Odds ratio
	Lower limit
	Upper limit

	Gender: Female
	0.110
	0.553
	0.2672
	1.143

	Poorly differentiated/Signet
	0.038
	2.096
	1.0417
	4.218

	Pre-operative T stage:
	
	
	
	

	cT1 – cT2
	0.848
	1.257
	0.1202
	13.152

	cT3 – cT2
	0.085
	2.290
	0.8914
	5.882

	cT4 – cT2
	0.663
	1.396
	0.3106
	6.277

	Node positive
	0.059
	1.811
	0.9766
	3.360

	cM1 (pre-operative M stage)
	0.002
	7.957
	2.1487
	29.462

	SCRTa
	0.173
	0.531
	0.2139
	1.321


ashort course radiotherapy, TNM Classification.
Table S1 Multivariable Logistic regression for factors predicting surgical failure

	
	Group 1
	Group 2
	Group 3
	Group 4
	Group 5
	Group 6

	Characteristic
	1-50 
Na = 8
	51-100 Na= 3
	101-150 Na = 8
	151-200 Na = 14
	201-250 Na = 15
	251-310 Na = 6

	Leak
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1

	Local recurrence
	1
	0
	2
	1
	1
	0

	Stricture
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	1

	Default
	0
	1
	2
	2
	1
	0

	Systemic recurrence
	3
	1
	0
	4
	10
	2

	Secondary APRb
	3
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Poor tone
	0
	0
	1
	2
	1
	0

	Death
	1
	0
	1
	1
	2
	1

	Rectovaginal fistula
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Stoma reversal complication
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0


 anumber of reasons for non-reversal of stoma in each group of 50 patients, bAbdomino-perineal resection
Table S2 Group-specific reasons for non-reversal of stoma
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