	Table 1
Macro-level Indicators of the Study Area

	
	Agri-GDP (10k yuan) (Provincial Rank)
	Population (10,000 people)
	Number of Households (10,000 households)
	Number of Religious Sites
	Proportion of Ethnic Minority Population (%)

	Linxia Hui Autonomous Prefecture
	62.49

	Dongxiang Autonomous County
	55418(55/86)
	36
	6
	35
	92.52

	Guanghe County
	32207(76/86)
	29
	5
	53
	97.90

	Hezheng County
	29263(77/86)
	23
	5
	23
	60.51

	Kangle County
	45455(67/86)
	30
	6
	23
	63.46

	Linxia County
	69961(49/86)
	42
	8
	52
	46.20

	Yongjing County
	52930(59/86)
	21
	5
	3
	14.87

	Gannan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture
	63.13

	Hezuo City
	27843(79/86)
	9
	2
	13
	65.35

	Lintan County
	34932(74/86)
	16
	3
	3
	35.56

	Xiahe County
	63735(50/86)
	9
	2
	25
	87.67


Notes: Agri-GDP comes from China County Statistical Yearbook; population, number of households, and proportion of ethnic minority population come from Seventh National Population Census.


	Table 2
Descriptive Statistics
	
	
	
	

	Variable
	Full Sample (N = 1,214)
Mean (SD)
	Non-Self-Employed (N = 737)
Mean (SD)
	Self-Employed (N = 477)
Mean (SD)
	T-Test Significance

	Panel A: Comparisons
	
	
	
	

	Key Independent Variables
	
	
	
	

	Village Cadre Kinship (0/1)
	0.126 (0.332)
	0.100 (0.301)
	0.166 (0.372)
	***

	Party Member Kinship (0/1)
	0.182 (0.386)
	0.178 (0.383)
	0.189 (0.392)
	

	Civil Servant Kinship (0/1)
	0.150 (0.357)
	0.156 (0.363)
	0.140 (0.348)
	

	Alternative Livelihoods
	
	
	
	

	Migrant Work (0/1)
	0.467 (0.499)
	0.574 (0.495)
	0.302 (0.460)
	***

	Agriculture (0/1)
	0.596 (0.491)
	0.604 (0.489)
	0.583 (0.494)
	

	Contextual Moderators
	
	
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k People
	1.142 (0.750)
	1.115 (0.717)
	1.185 (0.798)
	

	Religious Sites per 10k HHs
	5.824(3.722)
	5.731 (3.609)
	5.968 (3.889)
	

	Proportion of Adherents
	64.62 (26.5)
	64.10 (26.2)
	65.43 (27.1)
	

	Household Characteristics
	
	
	
	

	Gender of HH Head (1=Male)
	0.925 (0.263)
	0.927 (0.261)
	0.922 (0.268)
	

	Age of HH Head (Years)
	52.81 (13.40)
	53.09 (13.69)
	52.39 (12.96)
	

	Ethnicity of HH Head (1=Minority)
	0.578 (0.494)
	0.578 (0.494)
	0.579 (0.494)
	

	Years of Education of HH Head 
	5.067 (4.570)
	5.095 (4.588)
	5.023 (4.546)
	

	Highest Years of Education in HH
	10.37 (3.967)
	10.21 (4.048)
	10.61 (3.830)
	*

	HH Labor Supply
	2.251 (1.168)
	2.195 (1.199)
	2.338 (1.118)
	**

	Farmland Area (Mu)
	2.365 (3.030)
	2.354 (2.868)
	2.383 (3.271)
	

	Disaster Experience (0/1)
	0.148 (0.356)
	0.128 (0.334)
	0.180 (0.385)
	**

	Self-Employment Rate in the Village
	0.391 (0.147)
	0.356 (0.139)
	0.446 (0.142)
	***

	Mechanism Variables
	
	
	
	

	Household Savings (0/1)
	0.424 (0.494)
	0.374 (0.484)
	0.501 (0.501)
	***

	Government Relationship (0/1)
	0.100 (0.301)
	0.081 (0.274)
	0.130 (0.337)
	***

	Social Security (0/1)
	0.624 (0.485)
	0.611 (0.488)
	0.644 (0.479)
	

	Panel B: Conditional Outcomes
	
	
	
	

	For Self-Employed Only (N = 477)
	
	
	
	

	Self-Employment Income (RMB)
	49,035 (52,162)
	-
	49,035 (52,162)
	n.a.

	Self-Employment Income (log)
	10.45 (0.843)
	-
	10.45 (0.843)
	n.a.

	High-Barrier Industry (0/1)
	0.802 (0.399)
	-
	0.802 (0.399)
	n.a.

	For Non-Entrants Only (N = 737)
	
	
	
	

	Future Self-Employment Intention (0/1)
	0.173 (0.378)
	0.173 (0.378)
	-
	n.a.

	Notes: Significance level: *p < 0.1, **p < 0.05, ***p < 0.01.





	Table 3
Falsification Tests: Alternative Political Ties and Livelihood Outcomes

	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)

	
	Self-Employment
	Self-Employment
	Migrant Work
	Agriculture

	Key Independent Variable
	Party Member Kinship
	Civil Servant Kinship
	Village Cadre Kinship
	Village Cadre Kinship

	Panel A: Placebo Treatments
	
	
	
	

	
	0.034
(0.073)
	-0.148
(0.143)
	
	

	Panel B: Placebo Outcomes
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	-0.155
(0.166)
	0.024
(0.083)

	HH Characteristics
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y

	County FE
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y

	Observations
	1,214
	1,214
	1,214
	1,214

	Pseudo R-squared
	0.0755
	0.0766
	0.0815
	0.313

	Notes: This table reports falsification tests. Panel A examines alternative political ties as placebo treatments; Panel B examines alternative livelihood choices as placebo outcomes. All models include the full set of household controls and county fixed effects. Standard errors clustered at the county level. *p < 0.1, **p < 0.05, ***p < 0.01.





	Table 4
Relationship Between Religious Context and Village Cadres in Household Self-Employment (Dependent Variable: Self-Employment)

	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)

	Village Cadre Kinship
	0.378***
	0.378***
	0.378***
	0.595***
	0.638***
	0.986***
	0.542***

	
	(0.120)
	(0.120)
	(0.120)
	(0.153)
	(0.156)
	(0.332)
	(0.183)

	Religious Sites per 10k People
	0.052
	
	
	0.056
	
	
	

	
	(0.071)
	
	
	(0.076)
	
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k HHs
	
	0.008
	
	
	0.010
	
	

	
	
	(0.011)
	
	
	(0.012)
	
	

	Proportion of Adherents
	
	
	0.001
	
	
	0.001*
	

	
	
	
	(0.001)
	
	
	(0.001)
	

	Religious Sites per 10k People × Village Cadre
	
	
	
	-0.189**
	
	
	

	(Cluster-Robust SE)
	
	
	
	(0.074)
	
	
	

	[Wild Bootstrap P-value]
	
	
	
	[0.239]
	
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k HHs × Village Cadre
	
	
	
	
	-0.044***
	
	

	(Cluster-Robust SE)
	
	
	
	
	(0.016)
	
	

	[Wild Bootstrap P-value]
	
	
	
	
	[0.179]
	
	

	Proportion of Adherents × Village Cadre
	
	
	
	
	
	-0.009**
	

	(Cluster-Robust SE)
	
	
	
	
	
	(0.004)
	

	[Wild Bootstrap P-value]
	
	
	
	
	
	[0.087]
	

	Personal Religious Belief
	
	
	
	
	
	
	-0.060

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0.065)

	Personal Religious Belief × Village Cadre
	
	
	
	
	
	
	-0.286

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0.225)

	HH Characteristics
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y

	County FE
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y

	Observations
	1,214
	1,214
	1,214
	1,214
	1,214
	1,214
	1,214

	Pseudo R-squared
	0.0821
	0.0821
	0.0821
	0.0830
	0.0833
	0.0845
	0.0830

	Selection on Unobservables
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Oster's  (
	1.78
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Notes: Wild cluster bootstrap p-values (Roodman et al., 2019) in brackets.
Significance stars refer to cluster-robust standard errors.
Significance level: *p < 0.1, **p < 0.05, ***p < 0.01.





	Table 5
Mechanism (Dependent Variable: Financial Status)

	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)

	
	
	
	
	

	Village Cadre Kinship
	0.367**
	0.695***
	0.779***
	0.886**

	
	(0.185)
	(0.248)
	(0.243)
	(0.423)

	Religious Sites per 10k People
	
	-0.607***
	
	

	
	
	(0.123)
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k HHs
	
	
	-0.094***
	

	
	
	
	(0.020)
	

	Proportion of Adherents
	
	
	
	-0.006***

	
	
	
	
	(0.001)

	Religious Sites per 10k People × Village Cadre
	
	-0.285***
	
	

	
	
	(0.109)
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k HHs × Village Cadre
	
	
	-0.070***
	

	
	
	
	(0.022)
	

	Proportion of Adherents × Village Cadre
	
	
	
	-0.008

	
	
	
	
	(0.005)

	HH Characteristics
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y

	County FE
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y

	Observations
	1,214
	1,214
	1,214
	1,214

	Pseudo R-squared
	0.109
	0.111
	0.112
	0.111

	Notes: Significance level: *p < 0.1, **p < 0.05, ***p < 0.01.





	Table 6
Mechanism (Dependent Variable: Government Relations)

	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)

	
	
	
	
	

	Village Cadre Kinship
	0.316**
	0.612***
	0.593***
	0.707***

	
	(0.129)
	(0.194)
	(0.207)
	(0.192)

	Religious Sites per 10k People
	
	0.663***
	
	

	
	
	(0.085)
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k HHs
	
	
	0.106***
	

	
	
	
	(0.014)
	

	Proportion of Adherents
	
	
	
	0.007***

	
	
	
	
	(0.001)

	Religious Sites per 10k People × Village Cadre
	
	-0.267
	
	

	
	
	(0.190)
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k HHs × Village Cadre
	
	
	-0.047
	

	
	
	
	(0.038)
	

	Proportion of Adherents × Village Cadre
	
	
	
	-0.006**

	
	
	
	
	(0.003)

	HH Characteristics
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y

	County FE
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y

	Observations
	1,214
	1,214
	1,214
	1,214

	Pseudo R-squared
	0.189
	0.191
	0.190
	0.190

	Notes: Significance level: *p < 0.1, **p < 0.05, ***p < 0.01.





	Table 7
Mechanism (Dependent Variable: Social Security)

	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)

	
	
	
	
	

	Village Cadre Kinship
	0.367**
	0.478
	0.509
	0.550

	
	(0.157)
	(0.335)
	(0.362)
	(0.568)

	Religious Sites per 10k People
	
	0.488***
	
	

	
	
	(0.055)
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k HHs
	
	
	0.078***
	

	
	
	
	(0.009)
	

	Proportion of Adherents
	
	
	
	0.005***

	
	
	
	
	(0.001)

	Religious Sites per 10k People × Village Cadre
	
	-0.097
	
	

	
	
	(0.180)
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k HHs × Village Cadre
	
	
	-0.024
	

	
	
	
	(0.040)
	

	Proportion of Adherents × Village Cadre
	
	
	
	-0.003

	
	
	
	
	(0.007)

	HH Characteristics
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y

	County FE
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y

	Observations
	1,214
	1,214
	1,214
	1,214

	Pseudo R-squared
	0.113
	0.113
	0.114
	0.113

	Notes: Significance level: *p < 0.1, **p < 0.05, ***p < 0.01.





	Table 8
Industry Heterogeneity (Dependent Variable: Self-Employment of Higher Market Dependence and Entry Barriers)

	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Village Cadre Kinship
	0.357**
	0.357**
	0.357**
	0.357**
	0.473
	0.473
	0.091

	
	(0.171)
	(0.171)
	(0.171)
	(0.171)
	(0.423)
	(0.455)
	(0.589)

	Religious Sites per 10k People
	
	1.322***
	
	
	1.320***
	
	

	
	
	(0.128)
	
	
	(0.128)
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k HHs
	
	
	0.210***
	
	
	0.210***
	

	
	
	
	(0.020)
	
	
	(0.020)
	

	Proportion of Adherents
	
	
	
	0.014***
	
	
	0.014***

	
	
	
	
	(0.001)
	
	
	(0.002)

	Religious Sites per 10k People × Village Cadre
	
	
	
	
	-0.089
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	(0.221)
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k HHs × Village Cadre
	
	
	
	
	
	-0.018
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0.050)
	

	Proportion of Adherents × Village Cadre
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.004

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0.008)

	HH Characteristics
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y

	County FE
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y

	Observations
	364
	364
	364
	364
	364
	364
	364

	Pseudo R-squared
	0.111
	0.111
	0.111
	0.111
	0.112
	0.112
	0.112

	Notes: Significance level: *p < 0.1, **p < 0.05, ***p < 0.01.





	[bookmark: _Hlk191611945]Table 9
Income Heterogeneity (Dependent Variable: Self-Employment Income)

	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)

	
	
	
	
	

	Village Cadre Kinship
	-0.056
	-0.221
	-0.155
	0.261

	
	(0.160)
	(0.289)
	(0.257)
	(0.317)

	Religious Sites per 10k People
	
	-0.109
	
	

	
	
	(0.091)
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k HHs
	
	
	-0.018
	

	
	
	
	(0.016)
	

	Proportion of Adherents
	
	
	
	-0.001

	
	
	
	
	(0.001)

	Religious Sites per 10k People × Village Cadre
	
	0.143
	
	

	
	
	(0.173)
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k HHs × Village Cadre
	
	
	0.017
	

	
	
	
	(0.036)
	

	Proportion of Adherents × Village Cadre
	
	
	
	-0.005

	
	
	
	
	(0.007)

	HH Characteristics
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y

	County FE
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y

	Observations
	471
	471
	471
	471

	Pseudo R-squared
	0.0618
	0.0639
	0.0625
	0.0643

	Notes: Significance level: *p < 0.1, **p < 0.05, ***p < 0.01.





	Table 10
Relationship Between Religious Context and Village Cadres in Household Self-Employment Willingness (Dependent Variable: Self-Employment Willingness)

	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)

	Village Cadre Kinship
	0.213
	0.243
	0.017
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	(0.212)
	(0.228)
	(0.445)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Party Member Kinship
	
	
	
	0.042
	0.006
	-0.230
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	(0.226)
	(0.234)
	(0.425)
	
	
	

	Civil Servant Kinship
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.696**
	0.720***
	0.934**

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0.276)
	(0.254)
	(0.420)

	Religious Sites per 10k People
	-20.542***
	
	
	-20.656***
	
	
	-20.233***
	
	

	
	(1.471)
	
	
	(1.400)
	
	
	(1.507)
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k HHs
	
	-8.190***
	
	
	-8.244***
	
	
	-8.067***
	

	
	
	(0.585)
	
	
	(0.557)
	
	
	(0.596)
	

	Proportion of Adherents
	
	
	0.118***
	
	
	0.118***
	
	
	0.119***

	
	
	
	(0.008)
	
	
	(0.008)
	
	
	(0.009)

	Religious Sites per 10k People × Village Cadre
	-0.028
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	(0.165)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k HHs × Village Cadre
	
	-0.010
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	(0.036)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Proportion of Adherents × Village Cadre
	
	
	0.002
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	(0.006)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k People × Party Member
	
	
	
	0.068
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	(0.136)
	
	
	
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k People × Party Member
	
	
	
	
	0.019
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	(0.026)
	
	
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k People × Party Member
	
	
	
	
	
	0.005
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0.005)
	
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k People × Civil Servant
	
	
	
	
	
	
	-0.391
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0.248)
	
	

	Religious Sites per 10k HHs × Civil Servant
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	-0.079**
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0.040)
	

	Proportion of Adherents × Civil Servant
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	-0.010

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(0.007)

	HH Characteristics
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y

	County FE
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y

	Observations
	678
	678
	678
	678
	678
	678
	678
	678
	678

	Pseudo R-squared
	0.283
	0.283
	0.283
	0.283
	0.283
	0.283
	0.290
	0.291
	0.290

	Notes: Significance level: *p < 0.1, **p < 0.05, ***p < 0.01.




