Supplementary Table 3: Distinguishing Statements (significant at p < .01)

	No.
	Statement
	Factor 1
	Factor 2

	
	
	Rank
	Z-score
	Rank
	Z-score

	S11

	A poor parent-infant relationship poses risks for future child mental health outcomes
	+5
	2.05
	+1
	0.77

	S6

	Assessing the parent-infant relationship is an important aspect of my job role
	+5
	1.88
	+3
	2.29

	S35

	I feel confident in assessing the parent’s mental wellbeing during my assessment
	+4
	1.34
	0
	0.08

	S32

	I place equal weight on the infant’s behaviour towards the parent as I do on the parent’s behaviour towards the infant during assessment
	+3
	1.33
	0
	0.13

	S34

	It is important to assess how the parent describes their baby
	+3
	1.28
	+5
	1.94

	S9

	If the parent-infant relationship is impaired this will impact decisions about their future care
	+3
	1.10
	-2
	-0.88

	S25

	Parents looking detached from their infant should be highlighted in the parent-infant assessment
	+3
	1.08
	1
	0.31

	S51

	I am confident that I can reliably undertake parent-infant assessments
	+2
	0.86
	-2
	-1.09

	S33

	The infant constantly looking away from the parent is concerning
	+2
	0.74
	+5
	1.42

	S12

	Parents should understand what drives the need for the parent-infant assessment
	+1
	0.58
	+3
	1.30

	S23

	A conversation with the family can tell me as much as observing the parent and infant
	+1
	0.24
	-3
	-1.48

	S45

	Parent-infant assessments make parents feel judged
	0
	0.06
	+4
	1.38

	S43

	The parent-infant assessment is influenced by societal expectations of what constitutes a “good mother”
	0
	-0.04
	-2
	-0.87

	S7

	The parent infant assessment should only be conducted once there is a trusting relationship with the assessor

	0
	-0.06
	+1
	0.62

	S53

	I am confident that I know the up-to-date research on parent-infant assessments
	0
	-0.08
	-5
	-1.79

	S50

	The assessor needs to be formally trained to assess the parent-infant relationship
	-1
	-0.27
	2
	1.01

	S36

	Assessing attunement is more important than assessing attachment
	-1
	-0.51
	0
	0.20

	S26

	The parent’s obvious affection for the infant is more important than how they interact
	-2
	-0.65
	0
	0.05

	S1

	I don’t always have time to prioritise parent-infant assessments
	-2
	-0.69
	+1
	0.27

	S2

	Parent-infant assessments should only be completed by staff who have extensive experience
	-2
	-0.77
	+1
	0.62

	S52

	I do not feel comfortable assessing the parent-infant relationship
	-2
	-0.95
	+4
	1.31

	S3

	The assessment of the parent’s mental health is more important than the parent-infant assessment
	-4
	-1.32
	-2
	-0.59

	S4

	Parent-infant assessments do not have a place in specialist perinatal mental health services and should instead be completed by parent-infant services
	-4
	-1.70
	0
	0.11






