	Supplementary materials Table 1: Q Statements and Corresponding Themes 

	I agree/disagree that…

	No.
	Statement 
	Theme 

	S1
	I don’t always have time to prioritise parent-infant assessments
	General beliefs about the importance of assessment and staff beliefs about their roles

	S2
	Parent-infant assessments should only be completed by staff who have extensive experience
	General beliefs about the importance of assessment and staff beliefs about their roles

	S3
	The assessment of the parent’s mental health is more important than the parent-infant assessment
	General beliefs about the importance of assessment and staff beliefs about their roles

	S4
	Parent-infant assessments do not have a place in specialist perinatal mental health services and should instead be completed by parent-infant services
	General beliefs about the importance of assessment and staff beliefs about their roles

	S5
	Assessing the parent-infant relationship is only useful for mental health practitioners
	General beliefs about the importance of assessment and staff beliefs about their roles

	S6
	Assessing the parent-infant relationship is an important aspect of my job role
	General beliefs about the importance of assessment and staff beliefs about their roles

	S7
	The parent infant assessment should only be conducted once there is a trusting relationship with the assessor
	General beliefs about the importance of assessment and staff beliefs about their roles

	S8
	Parent-infant assessments should only be used in the context of safeguarding concerns
	General beliefs about the importance of assessment and staff beliefs about their roles

	S9
	If the parent-infant relationship is impaired this will impact decisions about their future care
	General beliefs about the importance of assessment and staff beliefs about their roles

	S10
	The parent-infant assessment informs what the parent needs from the service
	General beliefs about the importance of assessment and staff beliefs about their roles

	S11
	A poor parent-infant relationship poses risks for future child mental health outcomes
	General beliefs about the importance of assessment and staff beliefs about their roles

	S12
	Parents should understand what drives the need for the parent-infant assessment
	General beliefs about the importance of assessment and staff beliefs about their roles

	S13
	I don’t see the value in assessing the parent-infant relationship
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S14
	In a good parent-infant relationship the parent is sensitive and responsive to the infant’s needs
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S15
	The parent-infant relationship is good when there is warmth in the parent’s tone of voice when speaking to their infant
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S16
	The parent-infant relationship is poor when eye contact between parent and infant is not optimal
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S17
	The parent-infant assessment shows how the parent ‘parents’ the infant
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S18
	The parent-infant interaction is the same as the parent-infant relationship
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S19
	Infant autonomy is not important in the parent-infant assessment  
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S20
	Parental factors, such as stress or conflict between parents, are important considerations in any assessment of the parent-infant relationship
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S21
	It is essential to assess levels of maternal or parental sensitivity 
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S22
	I don’t believe the parent’s mental wellbeing impacts the parent-infant relationship
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S23
	A conversation with the family can tell me as much as observing the parent and infant
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S24
	The parent being attuned to their infant’s cues is more informative than the parent’s tone of voice
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S25
	Parents looking detached from their infant should be highlighted in the parent-infant assessment
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S26
	The parent’s obvious affection for the infant is more important than how they interact
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S27
	Mutual affect is a key aspect for assessment in the parent-infant assessment  
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S28
	An infant displaying a positive mood can indicate a good parent-infant relationship
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S29
	A lack of activity from the infant can indicate a poor parent-infant relationship
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S30
	Body language is irrelevant when assessing the parent-infant relationship 
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S31
	How parents hold their infants is a key aspect for observation during assessment
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S32
	I place equal weight on the infant’s behaviour towards the parent as I do on the parent’s behaviour towards the infant during assessment
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S33
	The infant constantly looking away from the parent is concerning  
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S34
	It is important to assess how the parent describes their baby
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S35
	I feel confident in assessing the parent’s mental wellbeing during my assessment
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S36
	Assessing attunement is more important than assessing attachment 
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S37
	The emotional bond between parent and infant is more important than their interaction
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S38
	I am confident I know the difference between bonding, attunement and attachment
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S39
	Assessing infant attachment is the same as assessing the parent-infant relationship 
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S40
	Parent-infant assessments are not helpful in assessing whether the infant is securely attached or not
	What to look for/assess for in a good parent-infant relationship

	S41
	Self-reported parent-infant assessments are not clinically useful due to parental bias
	Aspects or opinions of the assessment/methodology

	S42
	Informal assessments are as effective as formal assessments
	Aspects or opinions of the assessment/methodology

	S43
	The parent-infant assessment is influenced by societal expectations of what constitutes a “good mother”
	Aspects or opinions of the assessment/methodology

	S44
	Difficulties in the parent-infant relationship can only be detected through staff rated measures
	Aspects or opinions of the assessment/methodology

	S45
	Parent-infant assessments make parents feel judged
	Aspects or opinions of the assessment/methodology

	S46
	The assessor’s opinion of the parent influences the parent-infant assessment
	Aspects or opinions of the assessment/methodology

	S47
	Parents view parent-infant assessments as useful
	Aspects or opinions of the assessment/methodology

	S48
	Parent-infant assessments are too time consuming for staff to do
	Aspects or opinions of the assessment/methodology

	S49
	It is difficult to know the best way to assess the parent-infant relationship
	Training given/knowledge required

	S50
	The assessor needs to be formally trained to assess the parent-infant relationship
	Training given/knowledge required

	S51
	I am confident that I can reliably undertake parent-infant assessments
	Training given/knowledge required

	S52
	I do not feel comfortable assessing the parent-infant relationship
	Training given/knowledge required

	S53
	I am confident that I know the up-to-date research on parent-infant assessments
	Training given/knowledge required




