	Appendix 1. Socio-demographic characteristics, economic development index, and maternity leave in all China, Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, and Shenzhen, 2020

	
	Total fertility rate
	% women with tertiary education
	Women’s labor market participation rate
	GDP p.c. (in 10,000 yuan)
	Mean age at first marriage for women
	Maternity leave

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Basic 
	Additional 

	All China
	1.30
	18.00%
	55.37%
	7.19
	27.95
	98
	NA

	Beijing
	0.87
	48.75%
	56.29%
	16.49
	29.04
	98
	60

	Shanghai
	0.74
	48.90%
	61.41%
	15.58
	29.09
	98
	60

	Guangzhou
	1.36
	37.77%
	54.99%
	13.50
	NA
	98
	80

	Shenzhen
	1.06
	38.10%
	65.58%
	15.93
	NA
	98
	80



Data sources: China Population Census Yearbook 2020; Beijing Population Census Yearbook 2020; Shanghai Population Census Yearbook 2020; Guangdong Population Census Yearbook 2020; Statistical Communiqué on the National Economic and Social Development of Beijing in 2022; Word Bank Data; The State Council The People’s Republic Of China (www.gov.cn/); The people’s Government of Beijing Municipality (https://www.beijing.gov.cn/); Shanghai Municipal People’s Government (https://www.shanghai.gov.cn/); People’s Government of Guangdong Province (https://www.gd.gov.cn/)














	Appendix 2. Descriptive statistics of analytical sample: By the ideal number of children assigned to the vignette couple

	Variables
	Ideal number of Children =0
N = 726
	Ideal number of Children =1
N=3,065
	Ideal number of Children =2
N=1,719
	Ideal number of Children =3
N=199

	Age
	30.77 (7.72)
	31.24 (7.77)
	32.33 (8.37)
	32.41 (7.90)

	Female (Yes=1)
	44.21%
	39.74%
	32.58%
	22.11%

	College education (Yes=1)
	68.46%
	54.09%
	46.07%
	45.23%

	Local hukou (Yes=1)
	54.27%
	47.08%
	42.52%
	40.20%

	Married (Yes=1)
	47.38%
	52.79%
	56.31%
	57.29%

	Have children (Yes=1)
	35.54%
	44.08%
	48.87%
	50.75%

	Employed (Yes=1)
	86.23%
	86.39%
	86.68%
	83.42%

	Homeownership (Yes=1)
	52.20%
	48.97%
	47.41%
	47.74%

	Family income level
	
	
	
	

	    1=less than 100k
	14.74%
	16.48%
	20.42%
	24.62%

	    2=100k-200k
	17.77%
	27.90%
	27.34%
	27.64%

	    3=200k-300k
	19.70%
	17.88%
	17.74%
	12.06%

	    4=300k-500k
	15.84%
	14.42%
	13.38%
	13.07%

	    5=more than 500k
	18.18%
	14.71%
	12.97%
	16.08%

	    6=refusal
	13.77%
	8.61%
	8.14%
	6.53%

	City
	
	
	
	

	   Beijing
	21.90%
	19.77%
	18.03%
	17.59%

	   Shanghai
	47.25%
	48.91%
	38.74%
	30.15%

	   Shenzhen 
	19.15%
	19.02%
	27.17%
	28.14%

	   Guangzhou
	11.71%
	12.30%
	16.06%
	24.12%

	Note: Standard deviations in parentheses.
	













	Appendix 3. Multinomial logit coefficients of normative fertility attitudes on vignettes and socioeconomic characteristics

	
	Ideal number of children
(reference group=0)

	
	=1
	=2
	=3

	Treatment variables
	
	
	

	Housework division (ref.=husband rarely does housework)
	
	
	

	    Husband does half of housework
	0.922***
	1.401***
	1.292***

	
	(0.092)
	(0.103)
	(0.173)

	Family income (ref.=low-income family)
	
	
	

	    Medium-income family
	0.505***
	1.075***
	1.204***

	
	(0.096)
	(0.118)
	(0.239)

	    High-income family
	0.734***
	1.1914***
	2.329***

	
	(0.113)
	(0.128)
	(0.023)

	Wife’s education (ref.=without a college degree)
	
	
	

	    With a college degree
	0.125
	0.138
	-1.356

	
	(0.086)
	(0.098)
	(0.170)

	Grandparenting (ref.= Grandparents cannot provide childcare)
	
	
	

	    Grandparents can provide childcare
	0.591***
	1.458***
	1.692***

	
	(0.090)
	(0.103)
	(0.182)

	Free public childcare service (ref.= Unavailable)
	
	
	

	    Available
	0.845***
	1.607***
	1.958***

	
	(0.094)
	(0.106)
	(0.183)

	Observations
	5,709

	Pseudo R2
	0.120

	Note: Robust standard errors in parentheses. *** p<0.001, ** p<0.01, * p<0.05. All covariates included but not shown in the table.






