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Supplementary Table S3. Comparison of style metrics between pre-LLM and post-LLM periods, by journal quartile and pooled.
	Metric
	Quartile
	No. pre
	No. post
	Pre mean
	Post mean
	Δ (Post−Pre)
	95% CI
	p-value

	Sentence length

	Q1
	143
	124
	18.81
	17.51
	-1.31
	(-1.94 to -0.67)
	<0.01

	
	Q2
	108
	93
	21.77
	22.98
	1.21
	(0.30 to 2.13)
	0.01

	
	Q3
	108
	93
	16.67
	16.69
	0.02
	(-0.61 to 0.64)
	0.96

	
	Q4
	105
	88
	17.09
	17.32
	0.22
	(-0.57 to 1.01)
	0.58

	
	Pooled
	464
	398
	18.61
	18.55
	-0.07
	(-0.44 to 0.30)
	0.72

	Word length
	Q1
	143
	124
	4.95
	4.92
	-0.04
	(-0.09 to 0.02)
	0.20

	
	Q2
	108
	93
	4.93
	4.86
	-0.07
	(-0.13 to 0.00)
	0.04

	
	Q3
	108
	93
	4.88
	4.87
	-0.01
	(-0.07 to 0.06)
	0.78

	
	Q4
	105
	88
	5.08
	5.05
	-0.03
	(-0.10 to 0.05)
	0.47

	
	Pooled
	464
	398
	4.96
	4.92
	-0.04
	(-0.07 to 0.00)
	0.03

	Type–token ratio

	Q1
	143
	124
	0.23
	0.22
	-0.01
	(-0.02 to 0.00)
	<0.01

	
	Q2
	108
	93
	0.27
	0.27
	0.01
	(0.00 to 0.02)
	0.21

	
	Q3
	108
	93
	0.27
	0.27
	0.01
	(0.00 to 0.02)
	0.14

	
	Q4
	105
	88
	0.28
	0.26
	-0.01
	(-0.02 to 0.00)
	0.01

	
	Pooled
	464
	398
	0.26
	0.25
	0.00
	(-0.01 to 0.00)
	0.18


Sentence length refers to the average number of words per sentence. Word length is the average number of characters per word. The type–token ratio reflects lexical diversity, calculated as the number of unique words divided by total words. Values were computed at the article level and compared between the pre-LLM (2018–2020) and post-LLM (2023–2025) periods. Δ indicates the estimated mean difference between periods.
