Interview Protocol


1. Verify that they are in a private location and provide information for how to make zoom anonymous if they would like to and have not. 
2. Please describe your reactions when you found out you were pregnant.
3. Discuss your decision-making process when considering whether or not to get an abortion.
a. What were the circumstances surrounding your pregnancy? If applicable, your abortion?
b. What factors did you consider?
4. What are your beliefs about abortion? How did this affect your decision-making process and experience?
5. Did you encounter any barriers when getting/considering getting an abortion (e.g., length of time to receive care, access to care, traveling out of state)? Please describe.
6. Did you have any support when getting/considering getting an abortion (e.g., social support, financial stability, financial support, access to care, etc.)? Please describe.
7. Did you tell others in your life that you were considering getting an abortion and/or received an abortion?
a. Why or why not? What affected the decision to share/not share with others?
8. What were your experiences with health care providers (medical, mental health) during this process?
9. Do you believe that any aspect(s) of your identity or life experience (e.g., race, economic status, sexual identity, gender identity) shaped your decision-making process and overall experience? If so, please explain.
10. People encounter a number of different attitudes, beliefs, and stereotypes regarding their intersecting social identities. For example, people who identify as women are often viewed as naturally maternal, bisexual people are often assumed to be promiscuous, Black women are encouraged to maintain strength in the face of overwhelming adversity. Such attitudes and beliefs may shape people’s ideas and views toward sexuality, reproductive rights, abortion, and parenthood. 
a. Do you believe that any of these societal beliefs and/or stereotypes about your identities influenced your sexual health and well-being (e.g., access to contraception, sexual refusal, sexual initiation, expression of sexual desires)? If so, how?
b. Do you believe that any societal beliefs and/or stereotypes about your identities shaped your decision-making process and experience with abortion? If so, how?
11. Please describe your experiences after receiving an abortion. Alternately, deciding not to have an abortion? See prompts below.
a. Emotional experiences
b. Physical health (e.g., complications)
c. Social support (or lack thereof)
12. Did you encounter any experiences of stigma when receiving or considering receiving getting an abortion? If so, what did this entail?
13. Describe your coping after receiving an abortion? Alternately, if you did not have an abortion, how did you cope with the outcomes associated with this decision?
14. On June 24, 2022, the Supreme Court upheld the decision in Dobbs v. Jackson, which took away the constitutional right to an abortion and paved the way for states to ban abortion. What is your perspective of the overturning of Roe v. Wade? How did you feel about the decision?
a. How do you feel about it now?
b. Why do you think Roe v. Wade was overturned?
15. How has this ruling shaped your decision-making process and abortion/pregnancy experience?
16. For those who have had prior abortions, how did your pregnancy and/or abortion experience differ between then and now (post-Roe overturning). 
17. How do you anticipate this ruling affecting others in both the short- and long-term? Their reproductive health?
18. Describe your awareness of your states’ political stance toward abortion at the time you received/considered receiving your abortion. How about now?
a. What are your thoughts about this policy?
b. How did this influence your decision-making process at the time, if at all?
c. If applicable, how did this influence your abortion experience (e.g., travel out of state, secrecy)?
19. How do you feel now about your decision now?
20. Is there anything giving you hope right now?
21. Advice to others seeking/considering abortion during this time in history?


