Supporting Information File 1 – Focus Group Discussion Guide
 
Section 1: Malaria Knowledge
1.1 Introduction: FGD facilitators make general introductions - name, date, venue, study name
1.2 Can you tell me a bit about the health of people in your community?  
· Can you tell me some things that your community does to prevent Malaria? 
· How were the  people’s attitudes towards the health of the community?  
· Are there any CBO (Community based organisation) or other organisations conducting awareness around health in general or Malaria prevention and Bed Nets (ITNs)?   
· If so, then how often? 
· What are people’s reactions and attitude attitudes towards these programs? 
1.3 Can you tell me a little bit about malaria and its impact on your village?   
· How severe is the problem of malaria in this community?  
· If it is severe then: What are the factors that you think cause Malaria to be severe in this community?  
· If it is not severe then: What do you think are the factors that cause Malaria not to be severe in this community? 
· Are many people falling ill with Malaria? Is it seasonal? 
· Who is most at-risk?  …why?  
· Are some groups of people more likely to get malaria than other groups e.g. (adults/adolescents/children, wealthy/poor, geographic location, profession)? Why?   
1.4 Can you tell me what you know about malaria?  
· What causes malaria? 
· What are the signs and symptoms of malaria? 
· What do you do to prevent malaria in your family or community? (Probe if they suggest using herbs or other traditional ways to prevent Malaria), or other VCT or methods 
· How did you come to know (Source of knowledge & practices)? 
· How effective are these herbs and other traditional medicines?  
· (Health seeking behavior: Do they seek medical treatment first or resort to herbs and other traditional medicines?) 
Section 2: ITN Behaviours 
2.1 Can you tell me a bit about bed net usage in your community? 
· Who in your community owns an ITN? (If there are few or selected people owning the ITNs then why?) 
· How many ITNs do most families have?  
· What do you think about the quantity of ITNs each family has?  
· Are the ITNs effective in reducing the number of Malaria cases in your community? 
· What impact have ITNs had on the number of malaria cases in your community?  
· How often does a family get a new ITN? (Annually? Only during distribution campaigns?) 
· What other sources exist for accessing ITNs? 
· Are the ITNs being issued free of charge or do you pay? (If charged then how much?)  
· Do your people use the ITNs for other purposes? (If yes then, for what purposes?) 
· How has the distribution of ITNs been carried out in your community? 
· What are some hindrances that prevent the Rotarians/HCW/CBO to reach out into the communities to conduct awareness and/or to distribute the ITNs?  
2.2  Who sleeps under ITNs in your community?  
· Differences in ITN use among women/men, pregnant women, adults/adolescents/children, (Probe: Why?....) 
· Wealthy/poor, (Probe: Why?...) 
· Geographic location, season  
2.3 Why do people in your village use ITNs?  
· What are the benefits of using ITNs? 
· How long have they been using the ITNs? 
2.4 What are some of the reasons people may not use ITNs?  
· not available, not enough, (Is the supply and distribution of the ITNs consistent? If not then why inconsistent? sleeping patterns in the household, (Needs clarity) 
· uncomfortable sleep, (Did your people/family find it comfortable sleeping under the ITNs?) 
· Are they using it for other purposes instead? 
· allergic reactions,  shape, size and/or colour of the net, texture, other reasons 
2.5 What is the process of decision-making for who gets an ITN?
2.6 Who makes the decisions about who in the family sleeps under the ITN? Why these kinds of decisions are being made? 
· Prioritisation of ITNs if limited numbers  
· Are there any issues being encountered when deciding whom to use the ITNs? 
· Timing of year when people use ITNs (Why?) 
· Seasonality of use of ITNs (What do you do with the ITNs after the season is over?) 
· Outdoors/ Indoors
2.7 What are some of the reasons people do not sleep under an ITN?   
· Are there certain times when you or your household members choose not to use an ITN? 
· What would need to change to support someone sleeping under an ITN? 

Section 3: Human-Centred Design Activity
Within the FGD area (room/ village/ space) – hang up all the ITN brands available. 
3.1 Part 1  
Allow the participants to walk around the hung ITNs and examine them. Encourage participants to spend time inside the nets.  
Ask participants to comment and describe their preference between the 4 (up to 6) ITN brands around:  
· Colour of ITNs 
· Net Material preference  
· Design (shape & size of ITN) 
Observe participants as they experience and reflect on the different ITNs. The note taker should write down participants’ comments on their preferences.  
3.2 Part 2 
After all participants have spent time examining the different ITNs, ask participants:  
· If they have a particular preference overall between the ITNs (Let each participant tell his/her story as to why he/she prefers the particular ITNs amongst others) 
· Give each participant a package of photos of the ITNs they have just examined. Ask participants to lay these out in order of ‘most preferred to least preferred’ in front of them.  
· The facilitator should move around the FGD and ask people to comment on why image A is their most preferred and why image Z is their least preferred.  
Section 4: ITN Community Norms
4.1 What do you think what encourage members of your community to sleep under an ITN? Why?
4.2 Who in your community might be best positioned to encourage your community to use ITNs? Why?
4.3 Is there any other feedback you have on ITNs? 
Section 5: ITN Care
5.1 For those who use ITNs, what happens to the ITNs during the daytime hours?
5.2 Where are the ITNs typically hung?
5.3 How often do you wash your ITNs?
· What do you do to limit washing but keep your ITN clean?  
· When you need to wash your ITNs, how do you wash and dry them? 
· What kind of detergent do you use to wash your ITNs?
5.4 Do your ITNs have any holes or tears in them?
· How did the holes or tears occur?
· What do you do when an ITN gets torn of gets a hole in it?
5.5 What makes an ITN no longer usable? 
· How do you go about replacing an ITN that is no longer usable? 

