
Supplement Figure 1: Sample size calculation
	Alfa=
	0.05
	Z1-a/2=
	1.961150826

	Beta=
	0.2
	Z1-B=
	0.841623031

	μ1=
	7.3
	 
	 

	μ2=
	5.1
	 
	 

	SD1=
	2.3
	 
	 

	SD2=
	1.9
	n=
	15






Supplement Table 1: Balanced block randomization for the first surgery
	block identifier
	block size
	sequence within block
	treatment

	1
	4
	1
	Group A

	1
	4
	2
	Group A

	1
	4
	3
	Group B

	1
	4
	4
	Group B

	2
	4
	1
	Group A

	2
	4
	2
	Group B

	2
	4
	3
	Group A

	2
	4
	4
	Group A

	3
	4
	1
	Group B

	3
	4
	2
	Group A

	3
	4
	3
	Group A

	3
	4
	4
	Group B

	4
	4
	1
	Group A

	4
	4
	2
	Group A

	4
	4
	3
	Group B

	4
	4
	4
	Group B
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