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[bookmark: _GoBack]SCIENCE COMMUNICATION READINESS AND NEEDS ASSESSMENT SURVEY
Thank you for participating in our survey.
Your input is invaluable in helping us assess the current practices, needs, and readiness for science communication training among faculty members at your institution. This survey should take about 10 to 15 minutes to complete. Please be assured that all responses will be kept confidential.
1. What is your gender?
a	Male
b.	Female

2. Select your age range:
a. 18-24
b. 25-34
c. 35-44
d. 45-54
e. 55-64
f. 65 and over

3. What is your department or discipline?
   _______________________

4. What best describes your current role? [E.g. Professor, Medical Doctor, Microbiologist, Administrator, Lecturer 11, Nurse, Other (please specify)]
__________________________ 

5. How many years have you been at your current role?
a. Less than 1 year
b. 1-2 years
c. 3-5 years
d. 6-10 years
e. 11-15 years
f. 16-20 years
g. More than 20 years




6. How often do you engage in communicating science for non-scientists (e.g., public lectures, conference oral presentations, media interviews, writing articles for the public etc.)?
  	a. Frequently (more than 5 times a year)
  	b. Occasionally (1-4 times a year)
   	c. Rarely (less than once a year)
   	d. Never

7. Which of the following science communication methods have you used? (Select all that apply)
   	a. Social media (e.g., Twitter, Facebook, YouTube)
   	b. Blogs or personal websites
   	c. Webinars
   	d. Public lectures or community talks
  	e. In-person workshops
   	f. Media interviews (TV, radio, newspapers)
   	g. Academic conferences
   	h. Writing articles/newsletters for non-academic audiences
   	i. Oral presentation at conferences
 	j. Other (please specify)

8. What formats for science communication training do you find most appealing? (Select all that apply)
    a. Online webinars or courses
    b. In-person workshops
    c. Hybrid (a combination of online and in-person)
    d. One-on-one coaching or mentoring
    e. Group training sessions

9. Why do you prefer this format?
____________________________________________________________________________

10. Rate the following statements on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 = Strongly Disagree, 5 = Strongly Agree):
a. “I feel confident explaining complex scientific concepts to non-experts.” 	(Rate 1 to 5)
b. “I actively engage in science outreach activities.”			          		(Rate 1 to 5)
c. “I use clear and accessible language in my teaching materials.”	         		(Rate 1 to 5)


11. Opinions vary about the relationship between science and the public and about how scientists should
communicate with the public. Please rate each of the following statements on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 = Strongly Disagree, 5 = Strongly Agree)
a. Scientists should communicate research findings to the general public only after they have been published
in a scientific journal.
b. If the public only knew more about research, it would be more positive about science. 
c. Scientists know best what is good for the public
d. The public may lack scientific knowledge, but it possesses a lot of relevant common sense and good judgment
e. The public should have a say in the regulation of scientific activities and applications

12. The following statements contain various positions that may have consequences for communication between science and the public. What is your opinion about each statement? Please rate each of the following statements on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 = Strongly Disagree, 5 = Strongly Agree). 
a. [bookmark: _Hlk175708697]Greater knowledge on the part of the public leads to more positive attitudes toward science
and technology
b. Positive public visibility ensures political support for science
c. The public is not well educated enough to really understand scientific findings
d. The public’s ability to make judgments is sufficient to allow it to participate in decision-making on
research policy
e. Science should use its own information sources, such as publications, websites and blogs, to address the
public instead of relying on journalists to disseminate information
f. In their communication with the public, scientists should place more emphasis on personal encounters
and dialogue with citizens rather than on media such as publications, Internet, radio and television
g. When communicating with the public, it is essential to establish communication as a dialogue between
two equal partners.

13. Under what conditions do colleagues in your research area consider it to be acceptable for scientists to talk about scientific topics in the media? Please rate each of the following statements on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 = Not Very important, 5 = Very important)
a. Excellent scientific reputation.  
b. Broad research experience in the area in question. 
c. Limit to the facts and avoid interpretations and conclusions going beyond the facts. 
d. Avoid putting the spotlights on themselves. 
e. Results have already been published in a scientific journal 
f. The media initiated the contact to the scientists.
g. Serious medium with high quality science reporting. 


14. How important do you think science communication is for the following purposes? (Rate on a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 is Not Important and 5 is Very Important)
   a. Educating the public 			(Rate 1 to 5)
   b. Influencing policy 			(Rate 1 to 5)
   c. Enhancing the workplace reputation 	(Rate 1 to 5)
   d. Securing funding 				(Rate 1 to 5)
   e. Collaborating with other researchers 	(Rate 1 to 5)
   f. Recruiting students 			(Rate 1 to 5)

15. What challenges have you faced in communicating science to lay audiences? (Select all that apply)
   a. Lack of time
   b. Lack of training or skills
   c. Limited access to communication platforms
   d. Lack of institutional support
   e. Difficulty simplifying complex information
   f. Lack of interest from the audience
   g. Other (please specify)
   h. None
  i. I have never made a presentation (written or oral) to a lay audience

16. Please list the barriers you face in improving your personal science communication skills.
____________________________________________________________
17. What types of resources do you think can help improve your science communication skills? (Select all that apply)
   a. Workshops on science communication techniques
   b. Media training
   c. Writing for the public
   d. Social media training
   e. Access to communication platforms or tools
   f. Mentorship or coaching
   g. Other (please specify)

18. Does your organization currently offer science communication training?
   a. Yes
   b. No
 
	If no, would you be interested in participating in a science communication training program if offered at your institution/workplace?
   a. Yes
   b. No
   c. Maybe (please explain)

19. Which of the following science communication initiatives would you be interested in participating in? (Select all that apply)
    a. Public lectures and community outreach
    b. Science communication workshops
    c. Collaborative projects with media outlets
    d. Writing articles or blogs for non-specialist audiences
    e. Engaging with policymakers
    f. Other (please specify)
    g. None
20. Which science communication topics would you like to learn more about? (Select all that apply)
a. Writing research articles for the public
b. Creating engaging presentations
c. Using visuals effectively
d. Storytelling in science
e. Engaging with policymakers
f. Other (please specify)
g. None



21.  What do you think would be the most appropriate measure of success of science communication initiatives at your institution?
    a. Increased public engagement with scientific content
    b. More media coverage of research from your institution
    c. Enhanced reputation of your institution
    d. Greater participation in science communication activities by faculty
    e. Improved feedback from non-specialist audiences
   
22. What other metrics or indicators would you suggest?
_______________________________________________________________________________

23. If you work in an institution of higher learning, which of these roles do you think students could play in science communication at your institution? (Choose all that apply)

    a. Involvement in outreach activities
    b. Creating science communication projects
    c. Mentoring other students in science communication skills
    d.  Other (please specify) _______________________________________________________ 

24. How can we best support and train students for these roles?
_______________________________________________________________________________


25. Please provide any additional comments or suggestions you have regarding science communication at your institution.
_____________________________________________________________


