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Dear parents,
Greetings;
Researchers are conducting a study entitled:

"Exploring the Effects of Augmentative or Alternative Communication (AAC)
Use on the Child Behavior, Family Interactions and Parental Acceptance in
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder in Nablus - Palestine"

This study aims to review the impact of the use of augmentative or alternative means
of communication on the behavior of children with autism spectrum disorder and the
extent of its impact on the acceptance and interaction of the child's family.

This is within the requirements of the graduation project in the field of hearing and
speech sciences at Al-Najah National University — Nablus, under the supervision of
Dr. Hala Jarrar.

We kindly request you to answer all sections of the questionnaire, in all transparency
and objectivity, knowing that the answers will be treated with strict confidentiality,
and will be used for scientific research purposes only.

Thank you for your cooperation,
Researchers:
I agree to participate I don’t agree to participate

The following is an explanation of some of the terms that were mentioned within the
questionnaire that may help you in a clearer understanding of the statements:

What is meant by Augmentative or Alternative Communication (AAC): systems
and programs that are used in the training of children with autism spectrum disorder
and that are used with the aim of improving their non-verbal and verbal (speech)
communication skills (such as sign language).

Examples of Augmentative or Alternative Communication (AAC) systems:
Dear Parents,

Here are some examples of alternative communication systems commonly used with
children with autism spectrum disorder:

Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS)
Sign language

e Communication applications available on smartphones or tablets
Gestures and body language
Electronic devices that allow the translation of symbols and signals into
speech sounds
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Social communication and interaction mean: the ability to communicate and
interact with others in society in multiple ways such as speaking, listening,
understanding others, participating in social activities, understanding feedback, and
interacting effectively and in different contexts.

Demographic variables:
Please put a sign () in the box that represents your answer:

1. Child's Age:

0-3 Years 4-5 Years 6-12 Years
2. Gender of the child: Male Female
3. Guardian of the child: Father Mother

4. Number of children:

5. Does your child have any other disorders or problems in addition to
autism spectrum disorder?

Hearing

Visual
Mentality

Other:

6. The period the child spent in training on this system:

7. The mother’s educational qualification:

High School / Less Diploma
Bachelor Master
PhD and above

8. The father's educational qualification:

High School / Less Diploma
Bachelor Master
PhD and above

9. Mother's occupation: Father's occupation:





image3.jpg
Sections of the Questionnaire

Section I: Please put a sign (V) in the box that represents your answer

Statement

Yes

No

1. Using augmentative or alternative
communication (AAC) devices increases my
child's communication opportunities?
(express his\her thoughts and feelings when
needed)

2. Am I having difficulties in integrating
augmentative or alternative communication
(AAC) devices into my child's daily routine?

3. Augmentative or alternative communication
(AAC) systems helped me understand my
child's needs and interact with him?

4. Augmentative or alternative communication
(AAC) systems helped change my child's
behavior and interaction for the better inside
home?

5. Augmentative or alternative communication
(AAC) systems helped change my child's
behavior and interaction for the better outside
home?

6. Augmentative or alternative communication
(AAC) systems help reduce my child's
frustration and behavioral emotions?

7. My child's use of augmentative or alternative
communication (AAC) systems

helped him to be more independent in his life
(such as: making decisions and expressing his
wishes)?
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8. It wasn't easy for my child to get one of these
helping programs?

9. I have knowledge about other systems that
can be used in addition to those used by my
child?

10. Augmentative or alternative communication
(AAC) systems suitable for all children?
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Section II of the questionnaire

Please put a sign () in the box that represents your answer

Statement

Always

Mostly

Sometimes

Never

1. I'm getting appropriate guidance and
support from the competent authorities
(specialists or trainers) in training my
child on this system.

2. T'had difficulty accepting this system
for my child at first.

3. I'still have problems accepting this
system for my child even though some
time has passed since he started training
on it.

4. The specialists and trainers on this
system are responsive to my child's
changing needs and make adjustments in
the system in accordance with his needs.

5. The specialists and trainers on this
system provide continuous assistance and
constant follow-up to the use of, and
understand this system as required.

6.1 feel confident and able to use these
systems effectively to communicate with
my child.

7. Augmentative or alternative
communication (AAC) systems suit the
individual needs of my child.
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8. There is good understanding and
effective cooperation between the work
team in the application of this system.

9. The emotional and psychological needs
of my child and family are taken into
account when implementing this system.

Thank you for your cooperation with us!




