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Supplementary Table 1. Prescription cost for growth hormone injections by medical institution type.

(thousand KRW, %)
	Medical institution type 
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023

	Tertiary hospital
	35,498,324
(66.26)
	39,622,731 (61.89)
	48,141,928 (56.05)
	62,685,163 (51.61)
	68,126,036 (47.32)

	Secondary hospital
	13,310,621 (24.85)
	17,878,544 (27.93)
	26,433,474 (30.78)
	40,748,972 (33.55)
	50,180,134 (34.85)

	Hospital
	3,496,161
(6.53)
	4,434,058
(6.93)
	7,278,511
(8.47)
	11,393,153 (9.38)
	14,462,948 (10.05)

	Clinic
	1,254,857 
(2.34)
	2,075,178
(3.24)
	4,024,694
(4.69)
	6,624,672
(5.45)
	11,201,688 (7.78)

	Others a
	11,893
(0.02)
	6,950
(0.01)
	6,181
(0.01)
	2,240
(0.00)
	3,388
(0.00)


a Public health centers, public medical centers, public health branches, long-term care hospital.



Supplementary Table 2. Number of patients with prescriptions for growth hormone injections by region

	Region (unit, %)
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023

	Gangwon
	4,651 (33.73)
	5,463 (33.20)
	7,530 (33.75)
	10,798 (34.05)
	12,238 (33.06)

	Gyeonggi
	1,310 (9.50)
	1,672 (10.16)
	1,953 (8.75)
	2,465 (7.77)
	2,810 (7.59)

	Gyeongnam
	547 (3.97)
	658 (4.00)
	896 (4.02)
	1,356 (4.28)
	1,484 (4.01)

	Gyeongbuk
	2,370 (17.19)
	2,303 (13.99)
	2,692 (12.07)
	3,055 (9.63)
	3,626 (9.80)

	Gwangju
	414 (3.00)
	555 (3.37)
	715 (3.20)
	936 (2.95)
	1,169 (3.16)

	Daegu
	613 (4.45)
	701 (4.26)
	810 (3.63)
	2,333 (7.36)
	2,325 (6.28)

	Daejeon
	59 (0.43)
	89 (0.54)
	152 (0.68)
	282 (0.89)
	366 (0.99)

	Busan
	2,187 (15.86)
	2,781 (16.90)
	4,100 (18.38)
	5,137 (16.20)
	6,576 (17.76)

	Seoul
	159 (1.15)
	139 (0.84)
	187 (0.84)
	271 (0.85)
	363 (0.98)

	Sejong
	103 (0.75)
	135 (0.82)
	197 (0.88)
	488 (1.54)
	578 (1.56)

	Ulsan
	302 (2.19)
	372 (2.26)
	461 (2.07)
	524 (1.65)
	616 (1.66)

	Incheon
	233 (1.69)
	327 (1.99)
	532 (2.38)
	1,104 (3.48)
	1,373 (3.71)

	Jeonnam
	32 (0.23)
	76 (0.46)
	178 (0.80)
	208 (0.66)
	204 (0.55)

	Jeonbuk
	171 (1.24)
	161 (0.98)
	281 (1.26)
	518 (1.63)
	707 (1.91)

	Jeju
	577 (4.18)
	846 (5.14)
	1,265 (5.67)
	1,548 (4.88)
	1,659 (4.48)

	Chungnam
	47 (0.34)
	96 (0.58)
	128 (0.57)
	320 (1.01)
	434 (1.17)

	Chungbuk
	14 (0.10)
	83 (0.50)
	232 (1.04)
	369 (1.16)
	489 (1.32)














Supplementary Table 3. Number of patients with prescriptions for growth hormone injections by age

	Age
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023

	
	Users
	New
users a
	Users
	New
users a
	Users
	New
users a
	Users
	New
users a
	Users
	New
users a

	Under 7 years 
	2,692 (19.52)
	14,812 (15.55)
	2,899 (17.62)
	15,103 (12.44)
	3,299 (14.79)
	16,728 (10.38)
	3,727 (11.75)
	18,480 (8.31)
	4,133 (11.17)
	20,359 (7.62)

	7–9 years 
	3,346 (24.27)
	28,176 (29.58)
	4,292 (26.08)
	37,420 (30.83)
	5,703 (25.56)
	46,627 (28.94)
	7,762 (24.48)
	57,536 (25.86)
	8,594 (23.22)
	64,457 (24.11)

	10–12 years 
	3,383 (24.53)
	33,187 (34.84)
	4,294 (26.09)
	43,089 (35.50)
	6,535 (29.29)
	61,352 (38.08)
	11,120 (35.07)
	95,604 (42.97)
	13,551 (36.61)
	118,369 (44.28)

	13–18 years 
	1,223 (8.87)
	10,180 (10.69)
	1,592 (9.67)
	15,709 (12.94)
	2,721 (12.20)
	24,683 (15.32)
	4,323 (13.63)
	35,985 (16.17)
	5,324 (14.38)
	43,984 (16.45)

	19 years 
and older
	3,145 (22.81)
	8,907 (9.35)
	3,380 (20.54)
	10,054 (8.28)
	4,051 (18.16)
	11,734 (7.28)
	4,780 (15.07)
	14,888 (6.69)
	5,415 (14.63)
	20,161 (7.54)


a Patients who have not received a prescription for growth hormone injections in the past five years.



Supplementary Figure 1. Medical Supply Distribution by the Medical Department in 2023
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